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TO make truth lovely, in early life, it muft be prefcntcd under 
fenfible, and beautiful forms. They are not capable of being touch- 
ed by mere abilradt ideas. Ramfays Cyrus, 

Where ifhall we find a real univerfal tie, if not in thofe unalterable 
ideas, which are fo confonant to our nature, and fuited to all witii- 
out diftindion ? They are allied to objeds which belong to our 
whole life ; and unite us to that fpirit which conftitutes our true 
grandeur. Neckers In^p^rtance of Religious Opinions. 
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DEDICATION. 



TO 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

FL ORji, 
COVNTESS OF LOUDON. 

My Lady^ 

When I firft intended 
doing myfelf the honour of infcribing this 
little Manual to your Ladyship^ it was 
meaHt to be juft in fo many words ; but a 
late affeding lofs, which you in particular, 
and a circle of numerous dear Friends, have 
fuftained, calls for a public fympathy and 
condolence. At the fame time, I join in 
thanks to a moft gracious God, that the late 
worthy Lady Dumfries lived fo long as to 
be an inftrudor from aSedion and choice. 



▼i DtClCATION. 

in that period of life which ufually * forms 
the charafter ; and to be a fhining example 
of religious and moral duty. If what has been 
done to illuftrate the fliort, but comprehen- 
fivc fyftem of Ethics, that has flood the teft 
of fo many ages, fhould prove a mean of 
relief for the prefent, or fpiritual entertain- 
ment at any time hereafter, it will give na 
fmall pleafure to an old Paftor, who, from 
earlieft years, has been warmly attached to j 
the houfc of Loudon* | 

I h^ve, My Ladyy the honour of fubicrib* . 
ing myfelf, with all due refpeA and efleem^ 

Your Ladyfliip's obliged. 

And raoft obedient fervant. 



WILLIAM DALRYMPLE. 



Air, June loth, 
1799. 



♦ Prov. xxiu 6. 



PREFACE. 

I. 

THIS facr^d hook has generally, if not univcrfiilly, 
been afcribed to Solomon^ both in ihrnicr and 
later times. The commendations of liis wijiinm may be 
fcen and ought to be read out of i Kings iii. i2.«— iv. 29. 
It is recorded of him in particular, that God gave Sohh 
mtm wlfdom and underftanding exceeding much, and 
largeaefs of heart, even as the fand that is upon the fea- 
fhore. The meaning of which may be, that his know- 
ledge extended tofubjeds of every kind ; or, that as the 
fend of the fea bounds the feveral coafts of continents and 
iflands, io did his mind comprehend moft things re- 
lative to both beauty and ufe. The ancient records we 
have confirm each of thefe interpretations. Indeed, 
though all things elie oi Solomon^ s had perifhed, as it is cer- 
tain moft of them have done, this hook of Proverbs fur- 
xafhts /iifficient proof; for thefe, having ftood the tett of 
ages, evince a thorough difcernment not only of human 
nature^ but of ci^oms and things moft extenfive. 

From the manner in which Proverbs are written, a dc- . 
gree of obicurity is unavoidable ; as they exprefs a great 
deal, in a fmall coropafs, for the fake of impreflion, and 
to he remembered with eafe. Hence, a wife hearer and 
reader will find matter to enlarge upon. And hence 
■ too, at fome diftance of time, it becomes an arduous tafk 
to illuftrate properly. In fome cafes, a probable fenfe 
muft be put up with. In others a more vagve conjeSwre. 
The obfervations made by our f acred lariter reach to 
various fubjedls ; but are moft frequent and minute with 
regard to pious and moral condudt. This raifes their 
value very high ; and they who are entering upon lifisf 
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cannot be too familiar with them. When once they are 
imderftood and felt, they apply upon every emergence,, 
and with the utmoft facility They carry their own evi- 
dence along with them. They operate next to irrefifti- 
bly. Like fmall feeds of natural bodies, they expand • 
by thought, and bring forth much glorious fruit. Or, 
to ufe another fimilitude, from the well known heathen 
moraliil, Seneca^ Like a fpark gently blown upon, they 
brighten into a flame. Add to all this, from the fame 
good author, upon the whole, that fuch kind of inftruc- 
tion is well fuited to the bulk of mankind, who enjoy the 
feweft advantages. They anfwer better than long dif- 
courfe. 

Wherefore, \i feledt Proverbs are to be got by heart, 
and this furely fhould be recommended, the text, and 
not the illuftrations, ought to have fuch honour put 
upon them. Indeed the lafl of thefe will aid the former 

Explanatory notes are referred to by marks, like *, f, 
J, §i &c. Thofe which have H, after them are taken' 
from DoQor Hodgefon^s late elegant new verfion of the 
Proverbs ; which will no doubt be agreeable to him. 
He has printed for the rich chiefly, and one would wil- 
lingly acquaint the poor with what is fo valuable. 

Prior to the f radical reflexions is a word or two, de- 
noting what they principally treat of; and accommo-* 
dated to the Index. Having found confiderable ad 
vantage in early life, from Cyrus* 7 ravels y written by 
Chevalier Ram/ay ^ a learned townfman, fome good fen- 
tences are taken from this, and marked with the letter R* 
Devout requefts, alfo, are here and there intermixed, on 
purpofe to lead the young to a tafte of this fort. To the^ 
candid of every age, under God's implored blefling, the 
whole is commended. 
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C H A P. • I. 
FFom vcr. ift, to 7 th. 

THE* Proverbs of Solomon f , The mi- i 
nent fon of David, -^bom Almighty God 
did chooje from \ low outward ejlate^ to be King 
of Ifrael §• To know every, kind ofpUafant ufe- z 
ful wiidoin ^9 and inftrudion for the avoid' 

Notes. 
* Samt^parMeSy 9r comparifomi* Hert to it underfiooil of 
Jbort^ citlnfrehenfivc ptthy fayings^ Mattb. xiU, 35. Pfal, 
iKxvui, a. For m^ party they ha^)e no defi^ud ctmnettion. 
\ I Kings iu% §9 ^a — iv, 3. % ^f^^ Ixxxix, 20* ' § The 
deffptdatUt of old JaOtob». or lirael ; keihg twelve Tribes in 
^hob. ^ Mq^ ojtheje ivordsy to an EngVifb ear^ have much 
the fame mcan'mg ; hut the original -"dtftinSion^ it L hoped the 
pavapkrafe noUl not h& confidtraUy dt/tdeni in. 

Reflectioxs. 
Sayings of noble excellence, and by one of renown^ 1 
hsctrejuft. claim, tie peculiar hDztovr. 

Of all knowledge, what belongs to found piety and ^ 
morals is of higheft moment 5 fee vcr. yii. 

B 



a ^ , . PROVERBS, Chap. T. 

.. ance of hurtful errors^ to perceive and pt ojit from 

3 the words of underftanding. To receive the 
inftruction of wiijdom, Ifay^ leading on to juftice 
in all our dealings^ and judgementyi?r coTiJider- 
ing mens various undoubted rig/jtfj and yet more 

4 gentle equity *, in cafes of difpute. 1 o give 
warinefs of circumfpe^tion^.fomewbat like fub- 
tiky itfelf^ to the more naturally fimple, and to 
the young urifkiliut man, knowledge for more 
advanced life^ and difcretiori too f , for efcaping 

5 peftive ruinous fnares. A real wife man will 

hear without pride^ and will thereby increafe 

beneficial learning; and a man of /i6^ mofi ^«. 

-^rg^rf underftanding ftiall attain, after that 

fame meek and lowly manner |, unto wife coun- 

• Equities. ^ f jidvifemcnt. f See PfaL xxv, 9, 10. 
3^am. i. 5. From ver, ifi, of this chapter y to the endofver, 
^ is an admomtion to feel after ^ifdom ; the, prdife i»bertoJ 
it contained in chapters zd and ^d. After that, fome have 
well chfervedy even to the length of chap, fiexv. the Prove As 
iateredy and tolleBed hy Solomon himfelfare contained. Then^ 
: to the XXX, are a farther colleSiony pr^fohly out of fome other 
writings ofhisy by peofde employed under He%ekmby to fear ch 
. the ancient records^ for that purpofe ; chap. x*v. I. 

A parable properly figmfes a comparifon or fimilitude ; 
and the^Un&ion hetnvesn this and a Proverb ^/mx to be^ thai 
the former was carried on to fome lengthy like that of the fruit- 
trees and brambles> J^* ^^* ^^ ff^be thiftle and cedar, 
2 CLr^n.xxv. 18. That vflszlh^n /& David ; and the far 
greater part «/* wr. bleflcd Lord's. Whereas^ in mo/l pro- 

RjE FLECTIONS. 

3 I'he rule ofGod^s imerrtng word> fhould be moft exad* 
ly conformed tc. 

4 Even the ycnlng and illiterate may profit from thence, 
PfaL xix. ^«f->»«aix^:9«3 . ; 

5 A warm practical defirc nfuretoiiicceed:! M^itth. v« ^ 



Chap. I. PROVERBS. 3 

fcis iofuhferve the common ivcal : Even to u ndcr- 6 
ftand a naturally dark Proverb, and the inter- 
pretation of an eloquent fpeech ; tlic abftrufe 
words of the wiie ibemfelves^ and their de- 
finned wrapped up dark fayings. 

FROM VERSE VII. to X. 

THE fear of the Lord is, at cnce^ the be- 7 
ginning • and perfection of all ufcful know- 
ledge ; but impious fools defpife both wifdoin 
/« iirtSy and inftruclion to guard againji perm* 
ciotu errors. My dear fon, next to him who is 8 
Ahiigbty^ hear with reverence and love^ the in- 
ftruftion of thy father, and forfake not the 
prefcribed law of thy mother : for befide other 9 

itilK, aSc compartibn or (imilitudc, is moJerately conctakd ^ 
^ fnnJtt fearther fecaxh^ And when underfhod^ catmot wdl 
kfirgai. 

* Tiie chkft or prhmpal fart / Job xxviti. 28- 
PJaln€xL 10. 

Reflections*. 
In Solonm^s Proverbs we have a fruitful iburce of lu^ 6 
minons ideas, beautiful images, and fublime expreflkms* 

Duty to God and Parents. Divine Majejiyy fweetened 7 
hj ufniie love^ cafleth out fervile dread. KJilial awe is, 
» idelf, moft excellent ; and one of the (Irongeft motives 
to duty: 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. To offend againd inow- 
lu^ is the way to hate it^ in the end. 

Parents^ under GW, ought to be 4.he mod immediate 8 
mftruSors. They have a clear right to be hearkened 
mitOr from nature^ and the power of numberleis kind 
attentions. 

It is fit and ufefiil to appear agreeable. The young 9. 
fiiould tremble: at every fymptom.of difregpard to charac- 
ter* Advice» gently inllnuattd, ndakes the deeped bene* 
a 2 



4 PROVERBS. Chftp. 1. 

great advantages^ they ftall, from their 'bifible 
freciom fruits be as an ornament of grace unto 
fchy head, and chains of highe/i cq/i about thy 
-lieck* 

FROM VERSE X. to XX. 

10 My beloved (on ^ if old hardened finners en- 
tice thee, by fair promifes of ni/iant pleafucable 
eafe^ to follow their enample^ confent thou 

11 Hot for a moment^ but rather abhor tbem. \i^ 
^ng the argument of riches too, they jfay, Coxnc^ 
j€in in league with us for mutual pdvantage; Ifit 
ixSi lay wait even for blood ; let u^^ to prevent 

'fi^pkion^ lurk privily in our prepared flace far 
devouring the innocent without other caufe 
W than their enormous weakh. trt tis, r^£^ 
above affeMed filiy fcrupla^ and iat-, 4efinnit^ 
imre cob-web laws^ fwaUowthein ftp 'alivcv^as 

ficlal ittipreflion; Pfal. cxli. 4, 5* Almighty Gadfliittife^ 
doth caft ihejewds of religious virtue. Tender age is 
the time to learn* ' Slel&fll be ihj pure parental naxne» 
who haft giVen to reafi^n and condlciexKe a throne in our 
fotdsy that b)' them ve may condnmand all cnear iDfterior 
powers ; and thus rightly live. M;ike -us ienfible of th& 
important defign for v^hjch t<rt mH ; that vrt may, l^ 
fore we die, lay fuch a foundation as we/vrould, be vriU 
ling ihould abide «nto eternity > 
lo yirt/ul enticing finneft^ Tlat flaves of vioffidtoi; Yvliat 
tl^y cxtk to enfnare othters ; and to palltate grofkcvitees.. 
One is in gtcat danger, vho daoes not ^sar. Punental-fHtii^ 
Hfony ftipuUi be held a«:^(;red. it -argues txxtt frtendflip^ 
to provide again ft deceitfiil appearances. The hope of 
being undifcovered n»ntidi0ufacids: ' 

12 One vice* naturally, and almofl necxfiarilyi* kads tO' 
' attf>tkerx tiU the heart tiecbixies hardened^; . 



Chap L PRCn'BRBS. 5 

Joes tht grave, and whole /« •, for greater /i- 
curity. a» thofe ihat go down to the dark un* 
faiboinab^e yiX.. then, §lj ihen^ wc (hall find, 13 
ky one a£l ofproFivefs all neceffaryj precious fub- 
ftance. 10 lay ota as we ltfi\ nay nore^ we 
fhall fill our hotrfes with fpoil of a nighty and 
fo dexteroufly, somealedm Think of ihefe things^ \ 4 
my y^ung hopeful friend^ caft in thy lot among 
us, and let us all hereafter have one puric, 
enjen yo^.i tofhare as an equals loho as yet have con- 
tribiued lea/i. My dear unexperienced ion^ walk 15 
not thoti in the way with them ; bat injlanily 
refrain thy foot from their hideoujly propofed 
path. For, fair to feduce as their fpecches are^ let 16 
the heart of tendeveli truth ajfure you^ that their 
feet ?un faJt on to dreadful ruinous evil ;. and, 
for fake of unlawful pur chafes^ make eruel hafte to 
ftied blood. {Surety you will achert to what I fay \ 7 
fince in vain the enjnaring net is fpread in the 
fight o£ any fimp/e little bird ; but flies to efcape.) 
And, if you Jhould be morefimpte^ it will be found 18 
in the endj that they, though unintentionady^ lay 

* Coa^re^ Gen^ vi, 9. Ex^ xiL 5. 2 SariK iL 24. //.. 

R'EFLECTIOl^S. 

Love for money is the root of all evil. i^, 

Ever fufpedl the af>parent gener 0(1 tics of felfifB men. 14 
They who court infed-ion, from- Itvityt or love of wit, 1 5 

auft pay ibre for it in the enck 
Vicious expence is boundlefsy ancT leads to execrable iG- 

fchemes. Delay of punifliment doth often tender it,, at 

kft, the more (evete ; Jam. v. i. and i Tim. vi. 9* 

Plain- hazards require little fagacity to avoid themi 17 

Fa. i. 3. 

They take vengeance tjpon thcmfelves, whoia t|. 
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cerfmn wafrXfoi'^eii' fiwri blood ! (hey lurk ? 
prtvily , af fure ds evkr iheydid ih^ imjure atbm^ 
for their* d\Wi fu/Hy hated end hateful livlBSr 

19 ^indeed are ^k.'defiruilhoe ways of every 
^ife- that is greedy of gain; wWch, mtioti 

J^rtffle^ tak^b avi^y the Hfe of the righUim 
owners thereof, ratber than ^^cmt Juccefs *. 
iheir infamous fiam *• 

FROM VERSE XX. to XXIV. 

20 WISDOM f, the fureft aniidpte to fuch imm^ 
^raie nicajuresj crieth earnejily without doors ^ 
for guarding all her beloved children ; (he ihm 

* Orji-ducrth the fouF of thofe nt/fio are odittHeJ to the hve tf 
■it s cr.m/*arpf Prov, vi, Z§ — xxht, 22. ££cL x. it. Hi 

f &ci Pfid. rxix. 36, 37. elegemthf ptwfifmfied. % ^ ^»** 
iy ron/eh'nci'f reafoUf j^ood and bad examplet ; and ab(roe aUf if 
f/je in/alliblf *ivurd of God : Rom iL 14, 15". Ccmfartf 
Prox., ix, 7 — 34. /x^IJ, 12. I£» 

Reslections. 
neither fiiir warnings nor examples of juftfee will re* 
claim, Piiil. vii. 15, 16* Jer. xvii. i-i. What a com- 
fortleis life is that ofjtn ? Self con viifteti, fearful f»fdit 
Govery, obnoxious to vengeance, fufijended over HcIL It 
makes an earth-worm of what was meant to be Q,n angel f 
and fills with the malice and -cruelty of a devil, Ennble 
Ufy O our Godf to maintain that Ixxly, which i»the in&ru- 
ment and manfion of the feuly Et for the ufe and ierrice 
of fuch a divmie inhabiumt^ that we may not wroi^ 
#)urfelves, by livmg without a juft didinAion and dift^nce 
from the beads that periiL ! Settle fuch a confUtution 
and ftatc of mind in us, by the praAiice of righteoufnefsy. 
as may at Lid be confummatc in cndleis l^icity.. 
zo> jidvantages of wifdonu An eflfci^ual check to the ha* 
r, .moderate love of rt0i&e# is the earned purfuit of w^<7m» 
^duc. rr hide their real dcfigns, whereas^ true knowledge U. 
Of en, bold and fre& 



Chap. T. PftOYERBS. T 

uttereth her voice even in the ofien ftreets : 
She cricth wifb peculiar zeal in the chief phice 2 1 
Cf concourfc /dr ^nAAf religious infiruftiony in 
ihc openings of the gates too^ where courts of 
tivil juftice are Md : in the heart of the city 
Qmong people of higheH rank (he boldly uttereth 
her words, faying. How Jong yc fimple ere- 22 
dulous ones will ye love tofitffer from Juch cri* 
m'mal limplicity ? And, through time, to go the 
length 0/ impudent fcorners w/jio delight in 
their fcoming, and ^jo with ob/iinate harden^ 
ed fools bate the mofi valuable of all know- 
ledge? Ah J turn ye now. 4ir it may be never ^ 13 
at my tender parental reproof: behold^///, if 
je yield, I will largely pour out my enlightening 
fpirit unto you ; I will make known the full 
fenfe and power of my authoritative words unto 
you. 

Reflections. 

Hie mean fiifiterfugjes of vice fhould ever be clearly ii 
tndeariieiUyi'poken uiito. Affairs of coiifequcncc can- 
not he u-anfafted without juft rules. 

CompIaiiHs of i^rcvailiag guilt ought to be accom- 22 
panied with kind reproof, and cjicouragcments to 
amend, Plal. cxix. 59^ 60 People who loom what is 
soddy neither feel iluune, nor remorfe. Such fly from 
die means of conviAkm too^r Progref from bad to 
worfe is common asid alarming. Importunity of friends 
ftould rife with ibrelcen danger. All who hate pra£H- 
tel knowledge muft hate her faithful fervants. 

A thorough good change, under God^ will follow 2^ 
fpe^dy return liromA^ Hebw viii. 10. 

Mod glorious Lord^ the God of die fpirits of all fiefhy 
IB fubordination to whom alone we can regularly a<fl ; 
we depend upon thee, for the promifed communications 
^thy dixrine aids* O. number us not anoong thofe who 
arc apodaces &om thee by their incorrigible wickednefs I 



9 PROVERBS. Chap. I, 

■ FROM VERSE Xx!lV. to the ENDt '•'- 

24 AFfhR all^ if y^^ turn not front ewd^then 
proffered grace itfelf will beanme^your a^cufer.j and 
fay^ bccaufe 1 have (ften c^eSitonaiely C2lile4 
you to amende and yc refufed /^ bearket^ 1*1 

. . have even ftrelched out my hands, ^ dt^rtm 
to lay hold of youi and no naan^ as they Jhindi 
have doney regarded ;«y nrn/i /olmn entreaiiepi 

25 but yc /r^w^rf^rj have fel! at nought all my 
good counfei, and would . have none of my 

26 just repnjof r I alfo, in return^ v,'i\\ appear h 
laugh at your calamity from vke^ and even 
I will mock* aso9iein r^^when your ftzrofthe 

27 worfl Cometh : When your fear offuUpunifi^ 
tnent cometh as deiolation itfelf ^ aiad your er^ 
tire deftru^lion cometh as a iempelimm whirl- 
windf: when diffrefb in keeneA anguifh cometh 

28 irreftHibly upon jou. Then fliall they who 

* Inailttfibn to'tht manner vfrndiCsprnfftons^ Gbd* it hen 
^ken of ; onturpofe to qffe8 deeply : Pfal^ «. 4. Prem» 
tciv. 32. f This fqflens together on every Jtdi^ and is «•* 
preffroe of both inward amd outft;ardpain» 

Reixections.* 

24 JBufineJk- The: piioper feafon for any thing importaoC 
neglected is ofi^n. &tal. In what lAfyirkual means of 
convi^ion are avoided, ffiir the iake of falfe eafe. 

25 To hear without a view to right pxadice is wode than 
ufelefs. To ridicule^ is monftrous« Mocking is -the 
very fummit of refentment. In JUmgh^ Gody pafGoiiy. 
the feeling of a weak nature^ cannot exift. 

.26 Divine comfoits abftra^d feem like total difreg^ni 

27 Then imagination piefents nothing but what is dreaJ* 
ful. 

28 Death^bed horrors and exclamations have in thei& 
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have been mo/i daringly obflinaiey call upon me 
for deliverance ; but I will not anfwrer them in 
peace .* they lliall feek me, under yet more dead* 
iy apprelyenfions early, but they fliall not find 
me favourable : for that they hated know- 29 
ledge in due/ea/on ; and did not choofe, when 
they bad power y and opportunity given j the true 
efficacious fear of the Lord. They would 30 
have regard to nont of my wi/e oounfel, to live 
well and happy ^ but with mad infult defpifed all 
my earneH parental reproof. Therefore fliall 31 
they finally be ^eft to eat of the natural -bitter 
Friiit of their tkwn evil way ; and be filled as 
to the hrim with what muflfiow from thdr own 
impious immoral -devices. For, waving every 32 
thing elfe of pojiilve punijbment, the turning 
away itfelf of the tarekfs • ^ubborn fimjplc, 
feaUflay ttiem without remedy \ and xht jhort 
precarious \ pkrofperity of wicked fools fliall 

• See yer. vuL .5. jff^ f Some ifuSffereace ; Job n»u 
'»0 — 2I> 23. jK. 

lteH.%CTfONS. 

ibfnewhftt of the nttftm^ of hell. Seldom, IT ever, (fo 
tbey make any real change of inward temper. John rit. 

' T%e chief obAacle to religious Icnorvledge is aver- 2^ 
fion to what ts goixi ; John iii* 19. Such are altogether 30 
imtvbttlfy of a mirdck. 

Final proQMaroufneis in viceb impoflible. Gal. vi. 6, 7. 31 
Sfinntfrs will be glutted with what they fought after widi 
greateft induftry. They need nothing foreign or oat- 
imrd^punifl&thlnn. - 

Plenty itielf f«rves but to fupply the means of vice 3.2 
wd wretchednds. 



10 PROVERBS* Chap, n 

33 thus dc^roy them. But whofo, m ^(wrf Yz/nft 
and under fbe power of obedient faiths bcarkcn- 
cth unto me, (hall dwell fafehr, amidji th^ 
ri/insus profligate IJfues ; and (hall be qui^t 
from an^ fear of evrl. 

■ vr 

C H A p. II. : 

FROM VEUSE I. to X. 

I TV^Y dear dutiful fon, kmw^ forihinita^ 
xSjL couragement\ ihat^ if thou wilt conUi^^ - 
to receive my mftru^five words, tbouJbaUl ts 
iime^ fo value^ as to^lay up^ and hide In thy brea/f^ 

Retlections. 

33 Thofe do hearken with profit to religious ruks» irto 
follow them up to pra<5lice, and no other. 

We knew, O Lord, that the foundation of milcry wa^ 
laid in An, and that we could not ei'cape from this mi- 
fery without repentance ; that our time paiTes quicklj 
away, and that we could not do a work ofleiture when a 
few diftreffed and encumbered hours only did remain : 
yet, alas, we deferred the great work of our fouls, a» if 
that could have beea done in a moment, or was to ^ 
done upon us without ourfelves; hereby addixig the 
hardnefs of our h^afrts, to the difficulty of our re£onna« 
tion and amendment. Convince us,, good Godt that th| . 
pafHons of fear and forrow, which dangier,. and the prot. 
peA of eternity extort from us, make no- more religions' 
; change in raeja upon earthy than they do la thofe w]]^ ace 
confined to the place of tpriaent. 
I Knotuledge^ how to he obtained. To dKtinguifk /rftfi 
. fxovci falfehood^ upon proper evidence, is becoming m^ / 
and honours Almighty God, Duty widi /n/^r^^ have claim 
to our warmed retentive afEbfUoas.. 



Chap. IL PROVERBS. ii 

jnycommand.mentswiththee,^ii/^^m(7/?^rm0f/x 
of all ireafure ; So that thou wUt fnore and more z 
incline tlixwt attentive car unto the rules of di* 
vme wifdo.m, and apply thine heart itjelf to 
ibe full underftanding of thenu Yea, if, from 3 
fQ good a frame^ thou criell after ///// clearer 
knowledge, by diligent ufe of preps r means ; and 
lifteft up thy voice in prayer for addi* 
timal underftanding : If, in thcfv 'nuiys^ thou 4 
icekeft her with unremitting care and labour^ as 
ncn of the world do after filver ; and even 

^ fearcheft for her, as for expelled hid treafurcs : 
then, without all peradventure, (Iialt thou un- 5 
^tv&zvid from experience the true filial fear * of 
the Lord; and find the /avi?ig knowledge of 
God who is invifible. For the Lord Jehovah 6 
giVeth perfed wifdom unto all puch ; and out 
of his own mouth cometh certain infpind 
knowledge, and profitable underftanding. He 7 

'^ bycth up plenteoujly of found wholefome wif- 
(ioin for improvement of the righteous, and thus^ 
> 

• Often put for the whole ofreli^on* 

- RSFLECTIONS. 

"^^ Abftza^ty therefore^ as much as may be, from vifible 2 
^\ ^£|£S Ticious prejudice and evil counieL 
-' lae moft ardent devotion ihould accompany our 3 
' own bcft endeavours, Matth. vi. 33. — ^vii. 7, &c. PiaL 
^ xliil. 3, 4. I Kings iii. 6, &c. 

Wtfdom is more fubftantial and durable, than all richeu |. 

'I &rone affeSion makes light of difficulties, 5 

j A juu habitual fenfe of deity is the fource and fup- 6 

f jknt df every thing good ; Job xxviii. 28. £ccl. lii. 13. 

Certainty <}£ fuccefs, animates : Jam, i. 5, 17. Solid 7 

knowledge makes wife for eternity ; ver. 7. and ailimi- 

i%tei the Ibul of man to God. 



f> PROVERRS. Oiap. II 

as obje^ls cfhis befi love^ he is ^fure defenjm 
buckler to them that continue to walk upright 
ly, from th^ hatred and violence of their wor/ 

8 enemies. He keepeth the whole paths of thoji 
who ail with proper guided judgement ; anc 
prefcrvcth ufito the end^ the pure way of hu 

9 ikints. Then, ^^^'dfyS^r thou (halt upderftaBfl 
more and more, how fweet and joyous all forts ^ 
righteoufnefs are : judgement and equity to* 
wards nien^ in particular ^fo often ncgleSed : ycE 
and every good path, leading to pleafure am 
endl^s hlifs. 

FROM VERSE X. to tht END. 

10 WHEN wifdom, to direil ///Jr, entereth dee^ 
into thine heart, and ^/^^^r^ knowledge, abovi 

1 1 every other ^ is pleafant unto thy foul : Difcre- 

Reflections. 
%i 9 Affli^ions thonfelves do forv^'ard the upright to ke» 
yen, Pfal. xxjci. 19, 5cc, — ^bcxxiv, 12.— cxxi. 4. Thid 
pleafures of religion pafs all Underflanding of the wick- 
ed; Job x£vii. 5, &c. Rom. xiv. 171 %%* ' Love is the 
parent of attention and diligence. 

Grant, O Lord, that the repeated impreffions of reli- 
gious worihip may eftablilh an abiding conlVitutioni 
temper and complexion in us ; and may become a vital 
" and divine principle. Let us not become carnal and fe- 
cular, by our converfe with what is lenfible and earthly j 
but become to that degree fpiritual, that we may da thy 
■ will on earth, as the holy angeli>- do it in -heaven ! 
lo« jidif ant ages of'rerigious tvifdom. Divine knowledge is 
pleafantj both on its own account and on account of its 
falutary effedls. 
11 Prudence takes advice, and ftudies 'proper- honefl 
means ; Eph. v. 12. lik* lii. 15. To' fuijieft dftneer h 
wifely to conl'ult our own intereftl Modvcs tO' htMiiidi 



Chap. 11. PROVERBS. 13 

tion fhzlljb guards ^y meant 9f both^ as iQ pre- 
ferve X)\ztfaft enien in baxardotu circumjtances^ 
underftanding at band fliall keep xhtcjirm to 
what is'figbt: To deliver thee from falling 12 
'na§ the way of the tvil/educing man, from 
the man that fpeaketh fal/e "^ froward things, 
fir/upport to his loofe impious meafures ; Who 13 
leave the paths of known f uprightnefi, to 
walk in the prohibited dangerous J ways of dark- 
ncfe. Who, at lengthy rejoice to do evil, and 1 4 
delight in bearing % the dtfingenuous froward- 
neft of the wicked. Whofe ways arc detejla* 1 5 
hlj II crooked, and they notwithstanding obsti- 
nately froward In their ill cbo/en paths. To de- i5 
liver thee al/o from the ftrauge whori/h woman, 
even from the harlot^ ftranger to thy per/on and 

* Guile and artifice vfblch turnt every wsy ; Gen, lit. 34^ 
H, f Sincerity. H* J Ignorance and error. § Their 
ewlmaximr and manners £fcourfed of. \ Uncertain and not 
i9 he depended upon ; falfe and unjufl. 

Reflections. 
rightlj underftood, are a fufficient balance againfl temp- 
tations. It is a good (ign, to hear of tills ibbje^ with 
I pleafure. 

Likewife greatly below a rational creature, to be in 12 
Jore with error. Men of violence, and infidel wit, would 
taie the lead of many fimple young. Early religion is 
the mofl: e£FedhiaI guard againil them. 

This courfe is plain, ftraight, and free of cmbarraff 1 3 
ment. if we leave ccnfcieuce and icripture, all is dark- 
nefs of error; Rev. iii. 15, 16. Rom. xiii. 12, &c. 

Love of money, and fenfual pleafure, ruin the bulk 14 
of mankind. To be tempted is no fin ; but only when 1 5 
we yield ; Jam. i. 13, 14. 

Immodefty in nuomen is unnatural; and efpecially 16 
after marriage. Their flatteries are peculiarly ha- 
zardous. True fortitude in youthi is to flee from luch. 

C 



14 PROVERBS. C)i;ipw Ih 

characlerj which, in /oft tfianner^ atid /*r ibi 
WQnt i(f purpofc^y flartereth /fll Jbe ine^U wkli 

17 her Words ofpraije: Which mmodestly for- 
iaketb the Jond gyidc ot her youth, and, 
through repetition of ijuhat i$ vile^ forget t ex h /^ 
ail in conformity to the /acred and /worn cove* 

1 8 nant of her God For her adulterous houfe 
incliiieth /ieep unto premature hideous deatb« 
and her paths unforfaken^ lead down unto the 

19 places of the miferabie dead. None, out of many 
that once %Q unto her le^^od meafwei^ return 
again, by genuine cordial amerdmtnt ^ neither 
take they firm hold * of the pure and holy 

ao paths of a new^fafe and happy life. That 
avoiding both of the abwe^ thou ma) eft be Jr£t 
to enter upon^ and walk in the way of goody 
pious and benevolent men, and keep the paths of 

2 1 the inficxible righteous. For believe the word 
of a parent f the plain ingenuous upright (hall 
dwell With credit in the bnd, and the perfej£fc 

21 of that fort {hi\\ remain long in it. But the 

f Compare P/al, Uiu 4. l^^cpevlfi 5, 7. Z^/*. u 6. I/, 

RikFLECTlONS, 

17 The iriolation cf chaAity feldoxn {lops in its career; 

I Cor. zi; 8. A double future vengeance awaitfi forget* 

fulnefs of clear and ftrong ties. 
J 3 FcUovihip with vice cannot too much be hatecU 
19 Abufe of reafon doth iHue vaj^irltual dfoih; and oiten 

liktwife* in that which is lodily ; Gal. vi. 6| 7. Rom» viii. 

5, &c. F^rctaftes of final VTetchednefs are not Aire 

|i|e;n& of a thorough change ; £ccl. viii. {8« 
jp Tiue wiidom leads to eminence of religious virtue* 

Companionfhip in holinefs, is alio of nohlc^ growth. 
%\ Healthy plenty, and comfort, are the moft native 
ti rhuts if a gociil hfe ; Dcuu s^i. 6> 6cc. Pial. xxxvii. 3^ 4* 
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Chap. in. PROVERBS. tj 

>vickcd of heart and praSlice f^xWfcon be cut 
off from the cirth ; and the more qffiduous 
tFanfsrcffors of God* s law. (hall he quite ^ root- 
ed out c^ it, in their exijience and fleafant re* 
membrance togctljer. 

••4 « •«■«-« •4-4-4 ^»-»>>>>*»i^« »• 

CHAP. III. 
FROM VERSB I. to V. 

MY dear fon, forget not on any account c 
my law of tendernefs ; but let thine 
heart ejietm^ hv€ and keep all my command- 

t Plueledvp. 

RErLBCTlOI*!. 

Retren it yet more certain i M^tth. v. 6— vi. 33, TTie 
memorj of the wicked »9 naufcons, and their end dcftruc- 
lion; Deist. zi. 17. P(al. xzxvii. 36. PhiL iii. 17^ 5cc. 
I Bel. ik 1 1. Hof, iv. II. What fo horrible, as a per- 
jttred adaltereft ! Early marriage^ in the fear of God^ is 
a great prefervativc to virtue. 

Oranty O Lord^ that wc may fo mainuin the empire 
of rea(bTi» and eonfcience, at no feniations, nor paffions 
inayiifurp the fupremacy in us ; and carry us from our 
(bbfeftion to the vicegerent of thee, our God, As taught 
and obliged by xkt goj^el gwace^ may we deny ungodlinefs 
and worldly lufts, and live foberly, righteoufly, and god- 
ly i» thw prefcnt world, looking for tlie blefTed hope, 
and the glorious appearance of ibe great God, and ottr 
SavioHTf Jefus Chrifi, who gave himfelf for us, that he 
might redeem ns from all iniquity, and purify us unto 
himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

Advantages of a good Ufe, Some virtues do, in efpecial 1 
manner, conduce to present profit ; Deut. xxx. 15, &c. 
Genuine religious inftnKSlors, are affe<5lionately parentaL 

C a 



1 6 PROVERBS^^ Chip 

2 merits : for in common it will be found \ 
lengih of days, and long life, and btdw 
peace * to enjoy tbefe^ fliall they add to X\ 

3 Let not works of mercy f in f articular^ \ 
Jlendfaji truth of dealings forfake thee; buth 

them, as it were^ about thy neck J, by waj 
ornament^ and write what is due to them u[ 

4 the inmoji table of thine heart* So (halt tf 
find ails of favour, and the pure reputation 
good underftanding in the fight of an on 

Jcient infallible God, and allfagacious holy m 

* Or, all manner of bafplnefs ; John xlv. 27. f C 
pnhending our whole duties to mens Mte, vL 8. t^oj 
ami frontlets anciently were worn s Ex^ »w* 9* Deut, vi 
Compare Job xxxlv, 27. ff. 

{Reflections. 
I^ove makes memory, and increafes it: Ifa. xxxii. 
I^eflbns (hould be laid up for all emergencies, when eil 
we read, or hear: Jam i. 23, &:c. Job xxli. 22. 

2 Defeftive virtue may require chafliiements, which 
and immoitality do abundantly compenfate^ Peaci 
nilnd is more than length of days, and more certain 1 
wife. 

3 The fruits of regular compaffion excel ftridl juft 
Rom. V. 7, &c. 2 Tim. i. 5. Regard to yflmighty C 
in focial duties, doth fan^ify and blefs them. It tun 
eivil into a moral, and a moral into a religious wori* 
gard to truth in every cafe, fhould be fweetly tempe 
with Jymfathetie love. 

4 He who dfenies himfelf, for the fake of others, ha 
witnefs of high acceptable worth in his ovm mind, P 
xli. I, &c. I Tim, vi. 1.7, 18. It is alfo captivating, s 
brings multitudes in debt, i Pet. iii. 13. Matth. v. 
Rom. xiv. 1 8. Let fame follow goodnefs, and not 
purfued as a chief end. They who abound moil in 1 
world, do often enjoy it leaft. Therefore, religious vit 
ought to be a chief, concern of all good parentsu / 
majufiice are clofe conjpined* 
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FROM VERSE V. to VH. 

EVES' wbilfi performing what it good, truft 5 
tn the Lord /or guHance and fucce/ij wit^i all 
thine heart : and lean not too ccnfidenily unto 
thine own underftanding. In all thy ways 6 
of endeavour after eminent advantages^ acknow- 
ledge the over-ruling providence of him, by bum* 
hU devout reque/is ; and he who is infinite and 
mfallibie fli j)i direct thy paths to a fafe and 
bon^Mrable ijfue. 

FROM VERSE VII. to XL 
BE not wife, therefore^ in thine own imper^ 7 

Reflectioks. 

Move us, O great and merciful God, by the mutual 
example of each other, to adore thee ; ani to love men 
for that of tbee which is in them ! Aflure our hearts of 
ihce, O Lord^ that thou canft no more vary from right in 
any aft of thine, than thou canft vary from thyfelf. 

Tnifi in God wub prayer. No circumftance in ma- 5, 
nagement can be (6 prudential, as to feclude the neceffity 
of Ammt aid, Pfal. xxxvii. 5, 5. The fhorteft feeming 
rood to honour and wealth is oAen that to ruin. 

The calm modeft approbation of our own condudt, 6 
with certain final fuccefs, i'siblid, laftingjoy. 

In all the addrefles, Hofy Father, which we make unto 
dice, may we feel fuch imprefles of thy image upon our 
ibuls, as will enlarge our veneration of thy majefty, and 
our longings after tKe complete, and neareft, and eternal, 
9iid unioterrupted converfe with thee in -heaven ! Sufter 
Qs not to reft in the means, without attaining the end ; 
but let religious exercifes have theii full and proper effcdt, 
to reform and fan^ify us, by the piadtice of all goodnels, 
righteoofnefs and truth. 

Hunuliijt the fear of God, and beneficence. Nothing 7 
C 3 
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Je6l eyes, of difcernmmi : reverently fear 
onefupreme Lord, and depart from that c 

8 which he ever abhors. It (hall be like fie pt 
fource 5/* health to thy* navel, and mnijie} 

marrow to thy bones, /^r increafe of /iren^ 

9 And as you thus fucceed^ yield honour to 
Lord with a proper drvijton (?/thy fubflar 
and with the very\ firft-fruits of all thine 

1 o creafe. So in place oflofs from thence^ ftall 
barns be filled with plenty of neceffary gral 
and thy well flored grape prefles (hall bi 
out with an overfiroj of new wine. 

* 7'lfe .earSffi conveyance of nourt/bment ; £xei, xv 
f Or chief ohlaiions for Prtefij^ Ex, xxm. 19. DeuU xx 

REFLECTrONS» 

ftould move us to deviate from the f!raight line of 
mijrJlay God. The more people offend, the more anx 
they arc, to find out plaufihle defences. A fure f 
r^ign antidote is the habitual fenie of dWine inipeift 
cherifhed by frequent worfhip. 
8 Obedience is the fureft mean of happmefs» and 
mod immediate^ They who can live with moderat 
have few preffing demands. Their fpirits are cheei 
In ficknefs, they hive glorious quieting refources. 
9, 10' He who is the one Supreme i^ our fole unal^lenable ] 
pfifttor. The charkalle are divine faithful ftewdrds. 
\m by lovcf and not quantky^ that our alnu ate eilima 
Economy is a plentiful fprlng oi Uheral deeds • Pfah^xi 
&c. — ^xli. I, &c. Monuments of mercy furvive oftei 
the benefit of childrens children- The moft juflifij 
of all i^'*<^^» Eccl. xi. i» &c. A medicine to life, 
ornament of wor(hip> Matth. iiu ?. 

We pf aife thee, Godj the author of all good, 1 
has made us men for the imkation of thee in righte 
nefs and holinefs ; and for the participation of thee th 
by: fo that the moft connatural employment of 
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FROM VERSE XL to XIII. 

MY dear bm^Jhotdd even divine promifes^ at 1 f 
timt^feem to fail of their accomplifhment ; dcfpifc 
hot tbou^ through carelefmefs^ the wife profitable 
chaftening of the Lord: neither be wc^ry from 
the greatTiefsj or lengthening cut of his correc- 
tion. For however unlikely it may appear^ whom 1 2 
the good and gracious Lord mq/i tenderly lovech, 
he correftcth for a little, even as a father 
amng/i our/elves the fon, in whom he de- 
lighteth above every other. 

FROM VERSE XIIL to XXL 

UPON the whole^ happy, in each refpeSl^ is 13 
the man that findeth prailical wifdom, and 

Reflkctions. 
Udieft faculties is about thee ; and we can never fo per- 
fiSlr enJQ7 ourfelvesy as when we moft enjoy thee ! 

trials nectary. All trouble is dealt out in wifdom 1 1 
imd love. Job v. 6. God would have the wicked to 
amend hj them ; and the ^ to improve. 

Nooe have a right to choofe either the kinds or the 12 
neafures of their trialt. Impatience aggravates diilref^ 
They who forefee, and prepare for the worft, are half 
armed, Amos iii. 2« Such guard at once againil fecu' 
f^ VbA defpiur. 

, Wherefore, O thoa God bf Peace, who broughteft 
again from tlie dead our Lord ye/us Chri/I^ that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lafting covenant ; make us perfect in every good work 
to do thy will : working in us that which is well pleaf^ 
'xug in thy fight, through Jefus Chrift. To whom be 
glory for ever and ever. 

Adfwuiiagei of proQical wfdom. True means of enjoy- 13 
ment arc put intoeve;ry ones powers. Wifdom is the 



to PROVTRIB. Ch^. Ill, 

the man that gettcth • underftanding, hy di* 

14 ligent fearcb. For Xht fuccefsful merchandifir 
of it I is better than the merchandife of cth 
veted filver is able to purchafe^ and the gain: 
thereof than even ivhai can bt aeqitired bf fine 

15 gold, hhe is in her/elf more precious ihaif 
bright Jhining rubies ; and all the things el/e 
thou canft be moved to delire, are not once to 

16 be compared unto her. Like^ a lady of chkf 
* dijiindion^ Jhe holds out length of joyous days la 

rn her right hand: and in her left hand^ 

17 riches and honour refpeilahle. Her iTuaysijir 
living throughout are ways of pure lasting plea* 

♦ Drawetb out underftan^tngy Pr&v. viii, 35. Prudencem 
\ Compart Gen. xxxhu io» Jf. Some, iurfi forth, H. 
Gen* xvii, II. 

Retlections. 
proper ufe of under/landings m oppofition to a learnoC 
wicked fool, Prov. xxiii. 23. Seek the bed occafioas 
for found knowledge, and dread to lofe any. 

14 No goods of tfie body can equal thofe of the numd* 

1 5 Gold and ruhiei ferve chiefly for mere fhew, Efth. iii. 8.;— - 
V. 1 3.— vii. 4. Whereas tvifdom^ in exercifc, conftitatol- 
divine beauty, ufefulnefs, and joy, i Tim. ii. 9. i Pet. 
iti. 3» &c. Hence,, too^ tooks are rendered iweet> and 
captivating. 

16 HedUh is a bleffing orprfme regard, and is, for moft 
part» conneded with prudence, moderation, contented^ ' 
neTs and humility, Matth. vi. 33. How numerous arc- 
t}ie toils and deaths occaHoned by intemperance ? 0«r 
chief feat of riches is in the foul. 

17.. Innocent pleafures of the world are not abridged bj 
religion^ but the contrary. A good confcicnce is a per^ 
petual feaft. Pious ad^s iu^ noble, and fweet. How 
blifsful is the e^cercifc of dwng goodT Adts ix. 35. PhiL 
iv. 6, 7. 
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fantnefs; and all her e^tablijhtd paths, are 
\ fraught with inestimable peace. She is J/ a 1 8 
^ beautiful tree of life richly covered with fruits^ 
- to them that lay hold upon her : and happy, 
': btjond exprejjion^ is every one, that retaincth 
her to the end. The mighty Lord by ftmilar 1 9 
Uneficent wifdom, hath founded the earth to 
ht inhabited ; and by unmeafurable undcrfland- 
log, hath he eftablifhed the heavens, like a ca- 
ufy above it. By his allperfeil knowledge, 20 
the bidden depths are broken up, in refrejhful 
fmniaim^ftreanu and rivers of waters from ihem\ 
and the exhaled clouds out of thefe^ in their 
twrfe^ drop down gently the fructifying dew. 

FROM VERSE XXI. to \XVII. 

MY dear docile fon, whom an inclined ear 21 
hs drawn fo many ufrful leffons unto^ let not 

Reflbctions. 

Pi^efent religions delights anticipate thofe which arc i S 
perfed and cverlafting, Prov. viii. i, &c. They differ 
only in theirmeafures. Rev. zxii. 14. 

AU the heavenly orbs are orderly and nfeful. Man^s J 9 
duef glory is to imitate the/mmfain of love. Matth. xL 30. la 

Wc own, eternal and glorious Lord Gody that perfec- 
tram of wifdoniy goodnefs, and power, by which thou 
didft, in the beginning, create all things : fo that the 
beauties of thy pature mine forth in the works of thine 
hands. We praife and magnify thy love, who had fitted 
OS reafbnable creatures for thofe relations which we 
ftand in to thee, and to one another ; fo that the foun- 
dation of our duty is laid therein, and our happinefs li 
promoted thereby. 

Various religious advantages. Parental affe^ion rifes 21 
widi good impreflions formerly made. The more that 
Virtue is contemplatedj^ the more it enamours. Clea? 



: 



%% PROVERBS^ Chap, n\\ 

thcin hereafter depart from thine * eyes : 
ke(?p Ibund healing wifdom and difcretion af 

0.2 behaviour to the laji. So (halt they be Hfc of 
fweei enpyment unto thy foul, and ornaments </ 

13 captivating f grace to thy neck. Then fiiak 
thou walk in thy way of buftnefs fafely, and 
thy foot (hall not iiumble upon hazards ojf^vice* 

24 When thou Heft down after hours of lahovTx \ 
tkoufhalt not I he ^tfnid^ either outwardh or 1 
inwardly to tlje dijlurbance of reft ; yea, thott 
fbah m the contrary lie down with peace oj mind^ . 

25 and thy fleep fhaU be fweet. Be not afraid ' 
of fuddcn grounds to fear what the maliciotu 
only hdveto expsfl. neither of the defolation 
of the oblilnaie wicked, when it apparently ' 

26 Cometh nigh. For the Lord, in that tremen* 
dous cafe^ ihill be thy confidence, and flull 

* Memory and ttyugbtf chap, it. 7. f ^lbu£ng t9 tit 
eufiomary drefs of that part j with precious jetudff Pfal. mi. 5* 
j: That it/narcd hyfudden tewtnr. H. 

light of divine trutlx Ktnoves ill groimded painful firfpU 
cions« U caa (land the teA of minute inquiry. 

XX E^iilence without ex^oyment, is not Hring. Virtue 
infpire; ch<irit^ble winning beneficence^ (peaceful xcAec- 
t-ions, and future good, profpe^. Genu msed {bmethkii^ 
better than themfelves, to make one (bine, Job xxiz. 7» h/u 

23 Cheerful difpatch walt$ upon a pcrfon of judgemeiit» 
witli good defigns. Secure of divine approbation^ what 
can hurt ? Job vii. 19. PiaL cxxvii. 2,-^-xci. i. Phil. it. 28* 

3^ ' Love and benQficence do often charm the woxiU 
' I Pet. iih 13. Where cares are fewe(l» fleep is. befL 

35 The demands of nature are moderate, wliereas fantyi 
has no bounds. 

36 God will either deliver or fopport, i Cor. z. 13* 
X P^t* i# 91 &c- We ihould turn our eyes fironi tlSa 



p. III. PiiovetB«. t$ 

r^d/y keep thy font from bdng taken Hie 
zL'Ub a ruimusfnare. 

FROM VERSE XXVII. to XXX. 

WITHHOLD not pure chartfahle good, if 27 
u woulde/i humbly and offeEliunateiy irui in Al- 
bty God^ from them * to whom it is by his fu- 
me ^ppcitiiment due, when it is in the power 
ihinc hand to do it at the Ume. bay not 28 
to ihy poor de/iitute neighbour, who fulicits 
ne immediate aid^ Go jfor ti e pre/cut. and 
me again to nie for reliefs and to-morrow 
'baps 9 or foon after ^ 1 will give what you want; 

* Literally f the owners thereof The deferving. 

RCFLECTIONS. 

mn to the fountain^ and then think what he can do. 
lies of life ought ever to be in our eye. 
Bldfled be thou our God^ whofe laws of religion are 
t mere determinations of pleafure, and arbitrary com- 
mds of power ; but the di<5bates of wifdom and defigns 
goodnefsy beneficial and neceiTary ! 
Ahnf^'mg, No umud or uncharitable pcrfon has a 27 
II to put their truft in a good and gracious Godt Depen- 
nces of a trading life, do not often admit of dilatory 
cymcnts, Rom, xiii. 8. All who are in wiuit have a 
ftim of right, to be relieved by others, Matth. vii. 12, 
uxtci 7, 14, i|. Deut. XV. 7, &c. Ttmes^'di% well as 
^'oiw, arc 10 be thought of. Where objeds may be 
lown, they fhould be known. We are unjuft, fo long 
ve delay. It is dreadful ^rr/A-^r to rob the hungry. 
To-morrow may never come, and to die with a cruel 28 
Uehood in one's mouth is hideous. Lev. xix. 13. Deut. 
:iv. 15. Jam. iv, 13, l^Tierc the defirc of doing good 
ftrongy the terms of denial will be gentle. En^ are 
ways inoyr power, though the mtans are not. 
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when thou haft it w pojfejfion already by thec« 

29 Devife not even in thought cvW of that^ or indeed 
any other kind, again ft thy well known innocent 
neighbour, feeing he dwelleth in his own h- 
lief^ fecurcly by thee. 

FROM VERSE XXX. to the END. 

30 STRIVE not through litigiou/ne/i^ or inat^ 
teniion to fmall beginnings, with a man cf am 
kind, without afvfficient caufe, and lea/i ofau^ 
if /'/ is certain he have done thee no harm. 

3 1 Jlnd whereas fuccefs in vice doth often lead to tbis^ 
envy thou // not in the oppreffor of rights and 
thoottfrom like expeilations, none of his crina^ 

32 nal ways. For the fro ward to ail agaitii 
equitable rules, is no lefs than abomination to 
the Lord : but hisyi^^ fccret love is with the 

33 beneficent r\g\iitOM^. I'hc heavy QXkxit of the 

Reflections. 

29 The more innocent and uitful people are, it is the 
more malicloufly cruel to hurt thcra. He withholds 
good who does not aid, to the utmoft of his power, Xicv; 
xviii. 19. Pfal.vii. 4. 

30 Strife and fcorning, Small tr caches are apt to widen f by 
fcvery new tnought. Fretful peevifh natures do invent 
caules of diipute. The wife do eafily overlook fuch as 
are real. 

31 Few have the art of calmly feeklng redrefs at law. 
Sober private converfation would prevent a w^orld o( 
mifchief, Pfal. xxxvii. 20, 5cc. Prov. xvi. 18. 

32 Succefsful pride is too cften flattered. Hidden blcfi 
fings of heaven are the fweeteft and moll pure, 2 i>ain^ 
vii. 8. 

33 Whole and great families fuffer from oppicflivc ga-» 
thcrers. Suddtn rlfu do often Y^n^iaX k^(\{\z\ fudden overn 
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through time y^fure to break forth in the 
of the dijboneji cruel wicked * : but he 
h with/miles of regard the habitation of 
'adfa^yx^* Surdy of all others mq/l^ he 34 
:th by abafements the impious fcorners ; 
5 giveth large aiding grace unto the low- 
heart. The devoutly wife (hall inherit 35 
! glory y&r both worlds^ but no lefs certain 
ihall be the unhappy \ promotion of 



^ wMn 9fraffme* //. \OrlAfi them up to notice. ff» 

Reflections. 
L.eave not the fruits of an evil purchafe to your 
I. The meaneft houfe and income is more than 
g^teous fplendor. 

alarming were divine judgements upon Pharaoh, 34 
adnezzar and Herod? Lam. iii. 32. How 
s his dealings with Abraham, Job, Jofeph, Elifa- 
tary and others ? 

flattering of fools may appear as promotion ; but 35 
rfe than none. Profperous vice is contemptible^ 
.6. 

ign us not, O thou moft wije and gracious Creator^ 
e ftate of thofe, who by confcioufnels of their 
ad the malignity of their fin, are fepanited from, 
apable of the light of thy countenance ; but may 
r, while it is called to-day, participate of thy 
ifnefs, who art the fountain of all happineis and 
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CHAP. IV. 
FROM VERSE I. to XiV. 

1 T ¥ EAR, ye children of wi/dom, the in- 
JL X ftrudion of a dutiful (tffe^ioriate fa- 
ther^ and attend with feriouftiefs to know from 

2 experience right underftanding. For I give you^ 
good wholefome doflrine to he dire^ed hy^fovS^Tilifi 

3 you not on any account my law. For to thu ^nd^ 
confidcr that 1 was my father's fon, as you are 
now nune^yea tender to^ 2,TiA^asitwere only be* 

4 Jovcd in the jGght of my mother. . He\ju/iiy 
apprehending danger from fuchfondnefsy tauglit 
me alfOj and faid unto me, by way of prepare: 
iion^ let not only thine ear admits but thine heart 
iifelf retain my beneficial words : keep ipy. 
commandments, and live thereby infurehappi* ' 

5 nefs. Get early poffeffion g/"wifdom, to difeem 

Reflections. 

1 Paternal and f Hal qffedion. Good rules do fpccially aid ■ 
thofe who aft in high difficult offices. True charity dic- 
tates with meek yet glowing lore. The worft of all in- 
gratitude is to treat iuch with indifference The voice of 
affc^ion is natural to true parentage, Jer. vi. i6, 

2 The more we recolleft good teachers, the more we viU* 

3 eftccm, and improve by their inftruftions. Touth has our 
beft claim to aid, £%• iv. 22. i Chron. xxviii. i, 5cch— 
xxix. I, &c« 

4 Faithful attention, and meditating, give great hope of 
proficiency. To be contented is to live.' 

5 At any expcnce to this world, found praftical know- 
ledge ihould be fought after, as what is perfe(Stive and 
abiding, Matth. vi. 33. 
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^t in Hie manner under (landingr/f^yir /w- 
tteufr: forgctit not when more advanced^ntx* 
decline^^ theclamourous urgencies of bodily ap* 
andfenfe^ from x\it /Mime p€rfe£lingvfQxd% 
Y mouth. Forfake her not ipray^ aniidfl 
nly JJippery paths ^ and trufi me as a father^ 
lall preferve thee : love her ardently and 
tall keep thee up. Wifdom for obedience 7 
: principal thirg, therefore ffit/uch wif- 
at any expence ; and with all thy getting 
ns worlds get underflanding how to ufe^ 
lot to abufe it. Exalt her in thyjudicioiu 8 
thoughts, and flie {tkiW promote thee to 
heights of virtue: (lie (hall bring thee to 
ur and to a6l in fuch places^ when thou 
embrace her with 'warm fleadfaH regard. 
hall give to thine uprighi unajhamedneid 9 
mdy be compared t9 • an ornament of 
; yeay a crown of glory (hall fhe deli- 
o compafs thee. . Hear, O my fon, and 10 
ft ihefe my fayings with con/lant adhe^ 
; and the years of thy life ihill be many, 
as to number^ yet as to certain permanent 

* See chap, u 9. Or tUngs to be underfiood. 

.Reflect IONS, 
esiiity and benefit, nothing can equal religious vir> 6 
ai. cxi. 10. Build not upon doubtful principles, 7 
ixxit. 7. Men ruin their greated happinefs, by 
y too much hade after the appearances of it. 
Xq glorious^ as to be like the Almigljty ? 
^ of days Ihould be mcafured by enjoyment, 8 
iv. 20. Hof. xi. 8» 9 

irance from love of vice is without excufei Joha 10 
2 Pet. ii. 9, 6cc. 

Da 
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II advantages. HHherU God and iby own con/derui 
will bear nviinefs^ I have taught thcc bow U 
walk in the way of true wtfdom ; t'havc led 
thcc jTioi whhout/uece/j, in right acceptable paths. 

J 2 When thou goeft, thy ftcps Ihall not be 
ftraitened bypreffure ofotheu; and when'thoa 
runneft after means either for private or pubUi 
good J thou (halt not ftumbleyS as to frudrM 

13 them. Take fad hold of infirudion, then\iSi 
her not go from inferior motives, keep her nigh 
as a guard under every prejent trials for after alii 
ihe is lYvj fureji comforting life. 

FROM VERSE XIV. to XX. 

14 ENTER not for a moment into the known 
path of the wicked, and /or Iwe^s fake^ go not 

J 5 aif deliberately in the way of evil nien. A voi4 
it rather^ pais not ifp^fj^k by itr very cta^ 

Reflections. 

11 Progreifiye goodnefs gives eafe, freedom^ ferenityt 

12 Mattk xr. 29. 

13 Virtuous refolution is inftaat and (Iroog. Trifle net 
with what is momentous, PfaL cxix. 59, 60. Not to 
avoid known hazards is not to be flacere. The worft 
ihould not defpair, Prov. iii. 8. Hab. i. 16. Attentiaa 
ought to quicken with exedUience of doiSlrine. The more 
pains parents have taken, the more they are to be loiwdt 
obeyed. Religious wifdora is to be eftimated above all 
things, Matth. xi. 12. Phil. iii. 12, 13. Properly ipeak- 
ing, the wicked do not live, Luke xv. 32. 

14 Virtue and vice compared. See laft feAion at the end 

15 The way to ruin, by vice, is quick and certain, chap. L 
25. Abhorrence thereof is our bcft fafety. . Take 
warning from the earlieft notice ; and thus effeAually 
difcourage feducers. 
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Jlnes^ but turn from it as tjuick as may le^ and pafs 
Jar away. For they whom evil habits have ren- 1 6 
dered callous ^ flecp not hardly for a nighty ex- 
cept they have done one kind of mxichi^f or ano» 
tber I and iftbey lie down without guilty their 
flcep is taken a\vay,^^^i unlcfs rhey caufe fome 
we by their example to fall. For they eat as it 17 
Vfire the bread oi fraudulent wickednefa, and 
drink the wine which cwietb of extreme 
violence. But on the contrary^ the pious equita^ 1 8 
hU p.ith of the juft is fweetly direiiive as the 
(hining light of heaven^ that, from the time of its 
rife^ {faineth more and xxio^^even unto the per- 
it€teffulgerKeofnoon^%y* Compared with which ^ 19 
ibc way of the hardened wicked is as dif'- 
mal darknefs ; fo that they dajh upon every ha- 
ua^Jin their road^ and know not at what .they 
do unexpectedly iluinble. 

Reflections. 

Contnvance and execution of villanles, are like (port 1$ 
to old (innersy chap. iii. 24. — ii 14. ' Numerous tempt- 
ing occafions are no excufe to tran(grefs like them. 

jPorchaies for rioty out of blood and tears, will break in 17 
vpon fkep at times. 

Virtue and happinefs are progreiliye^ i Cor. xiii. 9, 12. i^ 
At twy new ftep they forbode more to all who obferve 
Cbeiii^ r>an. iLii. 3. They foon lofc what they had> that 
db not abound more and more. 

Wioked meofi principles have no found bottom, chap, r^ 
i. 37. 

Suffer ns not, O thou pure and holy Gody to fall into the 
noft dreadful and horrid condition of fuch as are revolt- 
ed from the holinefs and happinefs of heaven, and wha,» 
ibidihe in their guilt> muft be for eyer undone I 
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FROM VERSE XX. to XXI IL 

20 MY very dear fon, let me again and a\ 
requejl thai you attend to my words, wbicb 
fbe refuh of age and experience^ incline tli 

21 anxious ear unto my affcdionate fayings. 
them not, through djffipaiing mednsjdeipmX, h 
thine eyes ; but rather keep them at in 
miclll of thine heart to be regularly^ app 

22 For they are ibe certain feeurity of a. welt ei 
ed life unto thofe that thus find them^ 
tike medicinal health to all their fleflu 

FROM VERSE XX III. to the END. 

23 KEEP then the inward man of thy • h 
with all upright diligence ; for out of it 

* Put for aU human ffirkual powers and facvhies^ 

RErLECTlONS. 

20 Honv to Improve tnjlrufiiun. Few things, if any, s 
weH entitled to a grateful return. Youth ought hi 
to dilhuft hfelf. Jam. L 21, &c. 

21 Defire to be edified proceedeth of tove» Ch. ii; 
Luke yiii. 15. 

22 Learning and vice together mnft fearfully 
'2 Pet. ii. 2 1 . Obedience enlarges and ftrengthens 
wifdom, ver. ziii. Ch. iii. 18, 22» Moderation, co 
ednefs and humility, are noble regimens even for I 
health* Curiofity is often a fatal dHeafe of the h 
mind. R, 

23 Rules tf caution* As hi ward prevailing motioi 
either good or ill ; fb mufl people's habitual condi 
Plal. zxxiv. i5.-^zxxvii. 27. A delicate branch 
religious charadlerj and too generally ovcrk 
Plal. zxYi* i| 2. 



Chap. IV. PROVERBS. 31 

the mq/l prruailittg iffucs of a^ive life. Put 24 
away firom thee a froward rajh mouth* and 
pcrvcrfe corrupting lips^/// more put far from 
thee. Let thine eyes offober judgement look 2 5 
right on the rule of a pure life^ and let what 
may be compared to thine prefervative eye-lids, 
look alfo firaight before thee. Ponder by this 26 
laeansj the path of thy feet through a hazardous 
worlds and let all thy virtuous ways be efta- 
blifhed after fuch manner as tlyey ought. Turn 27 
not upon any ponjideration to the right hand of 
God's clear infaliible order ^ nor to the left of 
it; but whenever what is tempting doth offer j 
that injiant remove thy foot from prohibited 
evil. 

Reflections. 
Unfuitable languaee proceeds from, and ftill farther 24 
corrupts a criminal lieart.* Inattention is no excufc, 
Col. liL 8, 9. — iv 6. Be not familiar with evil-fpeakers. 

The ^ is a chief inlet to the mind* Beware of gaud- 25 
ine abrcnd. knmodeii geftures are dangerous. Study 
nues of piety and virtue without prejudice. 

Weigh well the nature and circum(Unces of each 26 
aftion. 

Seek not pleafure out of the road of heaven. Un- 27 
leafoDable curiofity renders people both unhappy and 
Cfuniiial. R» 

t May V7e, through thy grace, O rigbteout Father^ confi- 
der wifidy and timely what our capaiuj and what our dan^ 
frr is ; and never rell in fuch practices oifenfuaTuy and 
kSat^erancej as degrade men into beads ; or a£[\ickfruk 
nd maSce as transform men into devils* 
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C H A P. V. 
FROM VERSE I. to III. 

1 "\yf Y fon let me farther befeech^ that youzU 
XyX ^^^^ unto my dear bought wifdom^ and 
bow thine car with foltcitude to nniy foUofwin^ 

£ plain counfels of underftanding. That thop^ 
inayeft regard difcrction in youths and that thy 
Ups afterwards may \itt^ found frefervati^ 
knowledge ybr the benefit of others* 

FROM VERSE HI. to XV. 
3 FOR • amon^fi many feducements^ the lips of 

* ^ome^ although^ as tu Ex. xlH, 1 7. Ehut. xxix. '19» iSC * 

I 
Reflection.1* 

1 TeutJ^ adw/fJi The HiOre hazardous and conmeil 
temptations are, the more wife perfuafive art is im 
from parental love, chap. iv. 20 — ii. 16. ^ ever open 
to advice. A gf>od teacher ought by all lawful mtaii^ 
to remove prejudice. i'y. 

2 Spiritual policy is the beft prefervathre ^oxn fiilling Ij 
iubtle wieked ihares. Noble purpofes ftrengthen fay new 
degrees of light, and are ufeful to many. Gen. xxsix. J^ 
CreduBiy is perceived too late: R. . ^ 

Teach us by difcoveriiig the obfervations we htri^ 
made, and the truths ¥7e have learned from - the aumi^ 
fedations of thee wr God, to reprefent thee to one imoi- . 
ther, as mod worthy the celebrations of us all ; and W 
join our voices and our hearts in the adoration of theCt 
from whom we have received our beingis^ and in whom 
is the centre of our repofe. 
2 Jmmofdejl Ktromsn to htjhunned^ To gratify miimal finfip 
beyond the bounds of reafon^ is not (mc asturcm In ^ 
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nge immade/l woman drop upon the un- 
as an enticing honey-comb, and the 
ofhtx mouth when dejigned to captivate is 
ther thzn Jhveetejl oil. But her end being 4 
oli/hed is bitter as worm- wood it/etf, and 
both to wound and to kill as a two-edged 
1. Her feet, when followed after^ go 5 
I to premature death often : her fteps con-^ 
f in iTlktfaJi hold on • hell. Left thou 6 
deft have time to ponder the path of pure 
*eMe life, her ways arc moveable between 
fd hvej and the dire£l oppojise evils j that 
canft not well know the danger ^them. 

\ompare Job xvii. 13. E%eL xxxi, 16. jtU timoiing 
1^. H. 

Reflictions. 
it is peculiarl^r odious. Thcjexa thus corrupted 

moft other crimes. A modeft teajchable mind 
moft fecure. Soft flattering fpeeches ought ever 
rm. An amiufcadc is more hazardous, than an 

aal iffiits are dreadful to eafe, credit, bufinefs, 4 
and life. Young people (hould tremble for thefe. 
buy repentance at the deareft rate, who delay it 

1 Cor. yi. 9. Rey. xxi. 8^ 22. 

w (eldom do the vohpiuout amend. 5 

; degrees and deceits of unhallowed delight are 6 
ly to be numbered, cbap. iv. 26. How different 
7 appear in the time oi being tempted, and after- 
l To reftrain pqffion is the true road to happinefs. 
f is then efiedual, when known means iyf feduSiqn 
id from, chap. iv. 15. — ii. 18. Who (hould tnift a 
i who is both filthy and cruel ? The unadvifabU 
perifh, Flal. i. i, &c. How ridiculous for a mo- 
-y pleafure to hazard life! Gen. xxxiz. 7, &c. Luke 
3. An m^w^e habit will confume the largefl in- 
, chap. L 28, &c. 
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7 Hear me now. therefore, by a wife deUberatt 
cboicei O ye children o/my/oul^ and depart not 
even once from the unque/lionaUe kimj Swords of 

8 my mouth. Remove early and f9rever thy 
way of converfe far from her, and come not 

9 nigh the door of her houfe u> be tempted : Lt&i 
as many before thee^ thou injudicwujly give 
thine youthful honour unto others who hant^ t 
no real affectionate claims y and thy years qfbt^t \ 

future wretchednefs unto the cruti defiru8hst \ 
10 enfnarer. Left, ^/ m lefs frequently happens^ 
ftrangers aiid even aliens be filled with ib§, 
frinie of thy wealth, and theHrengtb of thy )»? 
hours for obtaining them be left a fcandalovs 
prey in the houfe of a xile deteliahle ftrangcr. 
.11 And thou f mofi horribly mourn at the: laft 
without hope^ when thy flcfli and poor remnants 
of thy } body even tofkin and bones are juH 

12 about to be confumed. And fay, under agonier 
ofdefpair^ O, how have I hated early parental 
inftruftion, and my mad infenjible heart dc- 

13 fpifed wholefime reproof? And have not 
obeyed the voice of my wiji benevolent teach- 
ers, nor inclined mine attentive ear to them 

14 x\i2Lt moH putiently m^vyicicd me? 1 |[ was /;f 
oppofition to every joint effort of theirs^ atmoft in 
i\\ forts of brutal evil, and in the midft of tlie 
congregation and afiembly, who were met fof. 

ftmilar bad purpofes. 

t See yo. V. 29, 50. t Compare Ifcu x, 20^ Niek* kL 
20. fl Others tranftate as a crimnal^ I have been arraigmed 
for every %ind of offence before the tribunal and before the affem^ 
blj. See Prov. x. 20. Cen. xxix, 18. Deut^ xix* 21. /T. 



aap V. PROVERBS. 35 

FROM VERSE XV. to XXII. 

D It INK waters for natural relief out of 15 
tJuiie own ciftcrn ; ;md what may he compared 
t^refrejhful running waters, out of thine own 
ft'clJ. Ijet • amiable and ufeful children^ the 16 
fure beneficial produce of thy fountains, be dif- 
perfcd abroad, and appear in the eyes of mankind 
like rivers of waters in the ilreetb. Let them 17 
he only thine own, from munial lender com- 
piacencf and not v;ith jujtice fuf peeled to come 
as from adulte^'ous RY2LngQrs with thee. Let 18 
thy chcfen fountain be blefled dy the care of a 
regular fworn qffe^iony and thus rejoice as be- 
comeib^ with the wife of thy youtli. Let her 19 
be as the loving carejfed hind f to its mate and 
favourite pleafant J roe, let her breads alone 

♦ Some interrogatively y Jhall thy fountalntfl^w abroad in 
thefrtei4 at rilh of water ? H. f Compare Prov, xviii. 
23, J Wild-goat aceording to fome^ Pfalm civ. 18. JW 



^FLECTIONS. 

Marru^et how to honour. The mutual inclination of 15 
the (exes is wife and beneficial, chap. ix. 17. Ifa. li. j, &:c. 
Ineguhr fenfual indulgences, notwithftanding, are mean 
and cnieU The fair and chade are thus neglected. 
Sfwiotu tffues often more fo. Parentage concealed fore- 
goes fome of the fweetefl natural pleafures. 

Gratification, from choice and mutual condancy, is 16 
mudlayed by inward checks* 

A numerous undoubted progeny is quite endearing, j 7 

Like fprings of plenty, they divide in time to mani* x8 
fold prontable branches, and are columns to the Jiette^ 
P&lms cxxvii. cxxviii. 

How great arc the confolatiom of mild family difcourfc, 19 
and united religious homage ? Pfal. cxli, 3, &c. 
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fatisfy thee at all times, and be thou raviflied 
so always with her pure grateful love. And bmh 
ing fuch a nigh and juji expiRant of thy earl/ 
vowed regards^ why wilt xho\xfo err, my deer 
fon, ai to be ravifhed with the fedu^ive jmp* 
fures of2i ftrange immode/i woman, yea^ and 
why injudicioujly embrace the bofom of 2, brfi 

2 1 iariot ftranger. For let the temptations ofje* 
crecy be ever fo plaufihle^ you ought to know and 
be deeply affehed by it^ that the ways of man 
2Xt full before the eyes of the impartial judghig 
Lord, and that with this viewy tofpeak after tit 
manner of men, he pondereth all hi5 Jiicrei*h 
lefs than open goings. 

FROM VERSE XXII. to the END. 

22 THE fure dreadful punijhment of his own j 
iniquities {hall take as in a fnare the wicked ] 
himfelf, and he Oiall be holden like a captive \ 
with the cords of his multiplied attrocious &d% j 

Reflections, 
30 Divided gne/j leffen, and communicated joys incxtaft^ j 

Gen. ii. 18. Job xix. 13, &c. xviii, Sec. See the abofb ' 
2 1 jllmighiy God is more privy to what we think, fpeak ' 

and adt, than ourfelves arc, Zech. iv. 10. i Cor. iv. 5. 

Seek a remedy for impure pleafurc in lawful marriftpB ■ 

N(j excufe can be for adulterous uncleannefi. 

We truft in thee, thou mqfi higby that univerial righ* 

teoufnefs (hall at laft univerfally prevail, when tone 

rcafonahle creatures w hich will not be holy and religiodSt 

fhall be fubje6t to an everlafting de(lru(5lion from thf 

presence and the glory of thy power. 
2 2 Vue its onvn puni/bment* Looie principles are the COO* 

mon fruit of bad Kvesy and fcrve to harden^ vcr. 12. 

Efth. ili. «• 
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He fliaH die by the Jirengtbening of his evil ha- 23 
W/j, without being benefited by inftruclion, 
uid in the great ncis of his irreclaimable K)Ily, 
lie fliall gb wandering aftray from mijchiej to 
mifcbiefyfrgm hurt to hurt. 

-<■•<•< •4 ■« •^■■4 ■* -f »■ p- •■*• ► ►-»• ►- 



CHAP. VI. 
FROM VERSE I. to VL 

MY fon, whom lam anxiotu to warn in car^ 
ly lifej if thou, by ha/te of engagement ^ 
)r otberwife^ be furety for thy friend; if yet 
more unwarily thou haft * ftricken thy pro- 
nifing hand with a /w^r^ ftranger, Thou«rt, 

• ^he Hehrevt manner^ Prov. v, 10. — vi, 26. — xx. 16. 
'1- 



Reflections. 

Guik after warning, doth greatly aggravate, Prov. 23 
iiu 36. 

Bteiled be thou, God^ who haft exercifed thy good- 
ids m the produ<5tion of thv creatures! Convince us of 
dte depravity which is brought upon human nature, by 
▼kfous pra(5iices, and m:ike us fo thoroughly fenfible of 
the iineafineis of a guilty confcience and malignant fpi- 
■it, as to be moved unto the utmoft zeal for reftoratioii 
Jjr repentance X.O ourfelvtss, and hj pardon, to thy enriching 
avour. 

Satrety avoiJ. Married people above every other i 
Ihould be flew, thus to involve themfelves, Pfal. cxii. 5, 
I Tim. V. «. Solicitation from want is full of artihcc. 

■Trouble (f mind is infeparable from rafhnefs, ani 2 * 
>ften great outward lofs. Courts of law refound wih 
luch complaints of grievances. Rather give in part, 

E 
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-"J 

take my parental word for it, next to already fnar- 
cd with the rajh words of thy mouth, thcHi "^ 

3 art taken with the words of thy mouth. D(|. | 
this now, tben my f very dear fon, while fberi^ | 
is any hope^ and deliver thyfelf, when thp|)^| 
art come into the hand of thy friend ^«^^|«( F 

for : go, humble ihyfelf, //// were by projir^ f 
tion to the earthy fo* riddance of the ohligali^k 
and make fure of\\iy depending friend topaf,\ 

4 off what is due. Give not a fin%le bourns flec^ i 
to thine eyes, nor ilumber to thine eye-ll' 

5 //// this be done. Deliver thyfelf quite from ti 
net, even as a roe entangled Jirives to get 
from the hand of the hafieriing hunter;, 
and as a more weak and fearful bird froniX 
the hand of the fowler. . '? 

FROM VERSE VI. to XII. '^'; 

6 UPON this weighty point in particular J igi:\ 

f Compare Prov. v. 21. Jofh. tu 12. I Sam. kiv* %^ 
Gen. xvtii, J. /fa. lx\ ^. H. 

Reflectiows. 
than bind for a \^'hole. We (Hould be certain of^pA 
fcfling more than we engage for. 

3 Suretyfliip is apt to make people remifs. Wc fliOQld 
requeft Q\xr freedom as humbly as another did our ttqm^^, 
meni. 

4 It is a prime juftice to know the utmoft extent of oitf. 

5 own outward eftate. Deaths and loffes in trade, may" 
render difficulties inextricable, Prov. xxii. 7, 1 The£ 
iv. 12. 

6 Induflry commended. Prudence and religion equally biod 
to take care of ourfelves and of our families, i Tim. t. S. 
The affluent (hould take leifure and pains to giTc good 
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to the ant Ufelf^ thou fluggard, confider her 
judicious inftiuBive ways, and be made wife 
from them. Which having no njtjible guide, 7 
ovci fecr, or ruler, in her fmall domains^ Pro- 8 
vidcth nolwithffanding a place for her nn.cat in 
the warmth of fummer, maketh even avenues 
ibither^ and then gathereth fat'l together her 
hereof fiyod in the harveft time of It/tic grains. 
Thus recotleSing may I not expoflulate^ how long 9 
wilt thou fleep on to mi/chief^ O infamous flug- 
gard ? When wilt Xhon^ falfely luxurious ^ arilc 
out of thy fitz^ amidft fo tnuch danger ? Yet 10 
fdye^ thou by prdRice^ a little more fleep // tof- 
fblt^ a little flumber at leaHy a little folding 
pf die hands ^uA/ nothing better be allowed^ to 
feek the next ffate ofeafe to fleep. So let the oh- 1 1 
fervation of ages affUre thee^ fliall thy deferved 
poverty come of a fudden^ as one that travel- 
Icth anwng the worfl of robbers^ and thy total 
want as under the violence ofisi armed man. 

RSFLECTIONS. 

connfely and to fenrc the poor. Poverty, from indolence 
oriiot, is a great crime, PfaL cxxxvi. 25^. Inflru^ons 
finm the book of nature may be fignally ufcful to de- 
outfield and garden walks. 

Animal infttnds are orderly and harmonious. Op- 7, 
portonity (hould not be let Oip. Sluggards are unna- \^c, 
tural and cumberfome. The very be/t incomes need to 
be managed with care. Delay brings new difficulties, 
and leilens ftrength, Ch. xxiv. 33, 8cc. — xxx. 25. Pre- 
tence to weakneis, is both common and falfe. An excefs 
of fleep is criminal, Pfal. civ. 21, 23. Prov. xiii. 4. Sud- 
den evils arc the moft feverc. 

Teach us, God^ in this our day of grace, and while 
the terms of reconciliation are o£Fered, to underdand 
\L 2 
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FROM VERSE XII. to XVI. 

12 A naughty diffirvbiing perfan, and a wick- 
ed cruel uncharitable man, walketh with a 

13 froward mouth ef felfpraife. He winketh . 
among ihofe whom he would hove to keep Jilence^ j 
with his eyes, or if nearer hc^/or like endsj ] 
fpeaketh with his feet, and when out of the 
reach of both^ he teacheth even with YAiJtgmni 

14 fingers, Ireacherous frowardnefs after all lA 
in his heart, he devifeth mifchicf/r(ww thentf 
continually, he foweth y^^^j of great and la/i^ 

1 5 ing difcord among peaceable neighbours. TherOr 

Reflections* 
the things whfch bdong to our ereHafting- peace aii 
happitieif ; and let thfcm not be hid from our eyes. 

12 Mattciow arts. A Khertine life leads to erroneomi JaA^ 
wuntst €oT its own defence, chap. iv.. 24. nattering ac^ 
eommods^tion to every kind of company, is a hideoiu dSt 
temper. Young people ihonld tremble to oppofe Imlt 
even in fmall matters. 

13 ^bafe heart ufes every member a*^ inftrtmients of no- 
rightcoufnefs. The devrces of fraud in particular are 
not to be counted. Tliat charader is very fufpicioQS» 
which declines the ufe of plain dfredl fpeech. A man (if 
uprightnefs feeks no good which would hurt that ef , 
another, Ifa. Iviii. 9, 11. 

14 Out of the abundance of the heart, we both fpestk and 
aft. Religion is a prime mover for peace.. 

15 The repetition of what proceeds from fecret deceitii' 
brings through time to fure contempt and ruin, F&L 
vii. 14, &c. Punifhmcnts become the more dreadful 
when they are leaft expe<fted. Seme naturally flothfU 
people are expert in mifchievous contrivances, Mic. ii. i. 
Hof. vii. 6. Irremediable is their mii'ery, Job ixi. jOi 
PfaL Ixxiii. 18, 19. Space and means for repentance 
may be taken av^y. 
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ore having made bimfelf many enemies y fliall his 
alamiiy, at lengthy come fuddenly upon him ; 
iiddenly indeed (hall he be broken to pieces 
rithout remedy. 

FROM VERSE XVI to XX. 

}N the eye of heaven^ all vices are odious ; but i6 
hefe fix things doth the Lord hate above 
vtry oiher^ yea, when we add fcvcn to them^ 
bey are no lefs than an abomination unto him. 
1 proud contemptuous look, a bafe lying 17 
nii^ae, and hands that are eaJHy brought to 
Ered innocent blood. An hcArt from evil bobit 18 
hit devifeth ruinous wicked imaginations; 
Feet that be fwift by frequent iz/e*, in running 
:o aU lands of mifchief ; A filfe witnefs that 19 
peaketh defamatory fraudulent lies ; and him 

Reflection's. 

Vket mr^ ahananahU. Sim delighted ia argue aa entire t& 
ircricnefs to good. 

The iwollcn vaunting fpirit may be feen in haughty 1 7 
e|es ; and is rarely feparated from contention. Such 
lite in • continued lie, to accomplith unjuil ends. Ca-- 
Inmay and flattering when found out become abo- 
tthnUe to nuny as they ever are to God, Murderers and 
hvsgQ hand ia hand, Jo. viii. 44. Ifa. Iviii. 7. Pial. v. 
& hbxxh. V. 21, ^c. 

One who thinks with pleafure upon what is evil, is a 1 $ 
duing tranfgreflbr. Jam. i. i j, 14. They who run> to 
ii^OTe others^ are frequendy their own greatefl rkTchicf. 

There is a pectdiarly quick and fatal progrrefs ia 19 
i^gf PfaL xxvii. 12. Zech. v. 3, &c. Jer. v. 3. T(> 
pride and enVy, the happineis of others is quite intolerable.- 
1^) Iqiarate chief frieads is a partial murder ; and fome- 
times worfe. Schemes of unnatural diviiioa mud be 
deep hid tG render them iuccefsfiiL As furc a& God is> 

E3.. 
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that ivi$b his knowledge fowcthyWi iff difcord 
among united brethren. 

FROM VERSE XX. to t^c ENDi 

20 MY dea'' fon, let me again entreat thee U 
keep thy affeSlionate father's comirandmcnti 
a^nd forfakc not the law of thy no lefs tender 

21 mother. Bind them rather we befieeh, W 
even ordain^ continually upon the inmoU tabiil$\ 
tf/" thine heart, and tie them like a grace/tdtf ' 

22 nament Sihout thy neck. When thou goeftffi; • 
through the purney of life* it Ihall Ie»i thd 

fafe; when ihou fleepeft, it fcall likewife\tfSf 

* It, afUr them, U tnaccurtae^, and fiould Ir nd 
tEcy. H. 

Reflections. 
the above (inncrs, without deep and folemn repentance^ 
mull perifti. 

Reilore, O Lord, thy fallen creation % and kelp m 
recover our primitive and original glory, by the renonh' 
tion of our "natures, and by the reformation of our li?c% 
according to the pattern of holinefs in thy Son. ! 

2Q Dehortaiion from uncleanmfi. The applicatory ipaXX^ 
intended ufcful difiiounfe, fhould be made very clofc aol 
yet conciliating, See Ch. r. 8. 

21 Next to Jhn'fghty Gtf^ our greateft obligations are tO 
pat:enti. Even indiflFerent fathers and mothers unfli toj 
have children better than themfclvcs, Eph. vi. 1. QoBf 
templation of good rules a£Fe<5bs the heart, chap, iik J* 
Deuu vi. 8. — ^xi. i8. There is nothing fo exceUent aas! 
even glorious as religious virtue, Pro v. iii. 23, 24. I Ftt» 
iii.. I, &c. 

2 a To lie down with a gpod conTcience' is wholefinai^ 
prefervatlve. So is the Seep of honed labour aad ten* 
perancc In waking hours of the night, devout aad liia>^ 
ral meJiutions are. delightful, PfaL i^. ^.r-^-xiu 9.; • j 
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lee ; and when thou awaked it fhall talk 
ith thte, /or p/ea/ures and bemjlts uhfpiakuble. 
or t he ooiti man dment under ttood and ponder^ 1 3 
/, is a lamp io afcertain the road ; and the 
iw is as light iifelf ; and the reproofs of Tea- 
liable inftru^flion arc the way oi accowplijhing 
fure happy life. To keep thee well defended 24. 
rom xht pejiive fnares of the evil immodett wo- 
)an, from xhtfedufiive flattery of the tongue 
f a ftrangc harlot woman, who calls ojfffhame. 
16, luft not after her meretricious beauty in 25 
[line heart /i?r a moment : ncitheryi gai^ upon 
er l^s, as to let her take thee captive with 
^bat darts from under her eye-lids. For by 26 
neans oifuch a whorifh woman, a rafh un- 
hinting man is brought from affluence jrequenU 
f to a piece of eoarfe bread ; yea^ and the 
dulterefs, who has once begun io violate her faith j 
v\\\ eagerly hunt for ruin to the pure precious 
ifc Childy in comparifon as thou arty let me afh if 

Reflections^ 

In doubtful cafes, the word of God is both moft need- 25 
cd and ufefuU Plal. xzx. 4. — xzxi'ii. i, 6cc. — xix. 7. 

An unchade woman is capable of ahnoll every thing 24 
bad. They come t© a A 2ls feducers, 

Ikhagination is thefource of defirc. 25 

The mod natural and ufual confequence of a fenfual i6 
Efe, is want. Riots mud be fallen upon to drown con- 
firience. Villainous expofmg arts to procure means. 
Eftate and foul are thus thrown away together. Pre- 
Rime not either upon fecrecy or refolution to break oflF. 

It is againA nature and experience, Job xxxi. 11. 27 
Without reftoring when in our power, there can be no ^c, 
fincere amendment. Injuftice, cruelty and contempt 
cf Gody do all meet in the notour aduUerer^ Lev. xx. lo. 
M^. ilr. 5;. Hence a rotting mcmoty and cndlefs ruin.. 
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thy hitherto ingenuout foul^ can a man take fire 

in his bofom, and his clothes cd leafh not te 

aS burnt ? Can one go unjhod upon hot coalsi 

29 and his feet not in like manner be burnt ? So 
he who g )eth \t\ with a Uwd dejign^ into ihi 
bnufe ^/Uis neighbour's wife : whofocvcr /Afrr 

familiarly toucheth her unfeen by the worlds 
fliall not lotg^ be free 0/ trouble as innocent* 

30 One improper dalliance is followed by a worfe; 
and then think of the danger. Men do not dc- 
fpife with rage a poor thief, if he only ftcal l(» 
fatisfy the in/iant prejftng want of his foul, 

31 when he is hungry. Bat if he be found m 
any fuch aH^ and cannot evince the lawful motivi 
for what is fo fufpicious ; he fhall reftore by 

clear fiatute^ 10 the extent of no lefs than f feren* 
fold, he {ball give in that manner frequently all 

32 the valuable fubftance of his^ houfe. But 
whofo committeth adultery with a married 

' * Compart Jer. xxx. 1 1, ^c, H. f A ptrfeU JevA • 
nrnuhery and to he reflriSed. 

Refi^ections. 
Indignation, from irreparable injury, feldom xnifles as 
opportunity of revenge. Unbridled appetites arc with- 
out tade, friendfbip, noble or tender fentimcnts- Their 
fole view is animal pleafure, which engender the moft 
fatal calamities, ver. xiv. chap. xxix. 3. R. The rwb* 
teous live in perpetual fun-fhine as to knowledge. £& 
change not many words with fufpicious people. 

Grant, Gody that rightly underftanding the dcHga 
and conditutton of our nature, we may be convinced that 
o\xrfouk have the fupremacy over our bodies ^ and that cosr 
fcience and reafon, which are aiGfted and enabled by the 
divine ^iriti can and ought to overrule, conduA and cm- 
ploy the inferior powers in the exercife of virtiie ia the 
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woman, lacketh underftanding || quite : he 
that doeth it dcftroyeth in courfe of time^ ibt 
^ippimfs of his own foul. A mofi certain 't^'t^ 
wound (fcbarader ^liA ^Wr^/z/^difhonaur (hall 
he get, and his reproach ever after (hall not 
be wiped away. For wwr/'/a/jealoufy is the 34 
^irce/i rage of a man ; therefore he will not 
fpare in the day of pojftble vengeance. He 35 
will not regard yi as to accept any offer ofx^m- 
Tom fromju/i penalties of law ^ neither will he 
reft content, but fpurn^ though thou giveft 
him many gifts /ir obtaining his forgivenefs. 

C H A P. VII. 

FROM VEH&E I. to VF. 

MY dear unexperienced fan, keep fafi the i 
knowledge of my words, and lay up 
my commandments which proceed from pure 
hve and obfervation with thee, to regulate future 
behaviour. Keep my commandments, / again 2 
wrge^ and live in true delight ; and my parental 

II Lacketh a heart. 

Reflections. 
%ht of our Creator, and ia the purfuh of that happi- 
nos we were created for I 

Eameft parental counfeL Affedlion and experience i 
ihoald meet with double regard. Impurity is tl^ fpecial 
b«uie of youth, Prov. ii. i. — iv. 4 

Rules of life are our bed treafure and ornament, to 2 
be brought forth for occafional ufe. The life oi reafbn 
is (Jalm and lading. Mind, the eye of the foul, is no lefs 
delicate than that of the body» Matth vi. 22, &c* An 
cnor may have great and lading effects. 
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3 law, as the tender apple of thine eye. Bind' | 
them/9 to /peak upon thy fingers which ari i 
often Jeen^ write them too by frequent medttmmii | 

4 upon the inmo^ table of thine heart. Say 
unto the wtfdom of agi^ thou art my Mevii' 
fitter ; and call prudent underAanding alfi^- 

5 thy intimate kinfwomanf. That they mayi; 
through heavenly grace, keep thee from biii^ 
hurt by the ft range lewd woman ; from the 
ftranger to mode/t neceffary virtue, which flat- \ 
tereth with her fmooth and Jiudied irtfii'^ 
words. ■ ^"^ 

FROM VERSE VI. to XXIV. 

6 FOR, however improbable it may be tbot^^ 
at the window of my boufe, 1 lookedt 

7 through my { cafement ; And beheld f0t^ 
deep concern, a number of fimple /duntering 0M%' 
1 difcerned in particular among the idle ej^jk^ 
pated youths, a young man void of undcf^ 

8 ftandtng, by his former vices |{, Pafling nmA^ 

\- 

• ^ee Detit. vi. 8. — xi, 1 8. f See Prov. «. 3. X^- 
Lattice. H. f See chap. i. 4.— ix. 23. 

Reflections. 
5 We have that upon omx finger-ends^ which makes 19 
dextrous inbufinefs, i Cor. xi?. ult. 

4 Agreeable and ufeful £i.miliars are a high pririkgiei 
Ruth iii. 2. Prov. iu 12. 

5 Through natural and judicial progrefs vice hardens* 
Earned teaching is full of argument, and even of repeti- 
tion at times. Senfual frauds are peculiarly hazardouv 

6 Female immodeHy guarded againft. Cafes, feigned to the 
life, may indrud no leis than real. Corrupters of youth 
(hould be carefully guarded againA, Ch. xx. 8. The 
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isnefs through the ftrcet, near her fufpi- 
corner, and he went the way ckfe to 
iened dfior of hex houfe; In the twilight 9 
fiwfet he began bis career ^ in the evening 
us continued^ in the black and dirk night 

•And behold there met him foon a ba/e 10 
lan, with the avowed zuivc of an harlot, 
fubtile of heart, asflje was imniual to pure 
e* . (She is of truth known to be loud and 1 1 
>orn in that degrading character ; her feet 
ny time abide not to hone/i work in her 
c. Now is flic without ogling her more 12 
•2/ paramours^ now in the narrow ftreets, 
licit their near approach^ and if Jhe finds 
i even after thefe vile methods^ Heth in wait 
iduilion at cVery other corner.) So flie 13 
;iht him, tfj though Jhe had been an intimate^ 
even kiffed him, and with an impudent 
1^ face faid unto him, I have now peace- 1 4 
ings* with me. to appeafe.Jhould there le 
for it, the wrath 0/ heaven in full ; this 
have \ already in part paid my religious 
rs. Therefore came 1 forth in fo good or- 45 
, no lefs than fortunate time, to meet thee 
\ far from my houfe, diligently to feek thy 
5, with prefererue to many others, and I have 
\ thank God, found thee at laji. 1 have, be- 1 6 
en ourfelves, decked my bed with new co- 

* TTo fwhich U wot ufual to invite friends, H, 

Reflxctions. 
u/rarely attend where they might be convided, if not 
vmed. To fuffer one bad family, may be the rain 
houfands. Youth, from want of experience, is much 
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verings of admirable tapeftry, with beau 
carved work, abeut ihefe to lie upon, and v 

17 fine wrougbtWwtn of Egypt. I have bejides \ 
fumed my bed with compo/ii af myrrh, a 

18 and cinnamon. Come let us take our fi] 
unmole/ied love, until the morning, let us 
lace ourfelves wi^b fucb fweet carejfing lo 

1 9 For y(fU mujt know, what zve call the good i 
of the family is not at honie tofurprife us, 
will be indeed, becaufe he \% gone a long j( 

20 ney to provide neceffaries. He hath take 
large bag of money with \\\vcifor traffic^ 
will come home at the new-moon day, aa: 

a I ing /« /ww^ appointed by him. />&«/ with 
much fair fpeech flie caufed him to .yi( 
with xhtfalfe flattering blandifhments of 

a2 lips, {he as it were forced him. He gc 
after her ftraightway, like one d^ad to e^ 
thing ingenuous, jufi as an ignorant ox goetl 
the flaughter houfe, or rujbeth on to punifh 
as a mad intoxicated * fool to the corrcdioi 

23 the flocks, lill with the return of day, 

♦ Compare Ifa, m. 16^ 18. — xxiL 15. H. 

Reflections, 
in danger. Idlenefs is a great inlet to debauchery. 
z.6i of intemperance, is iure to bring on a worfe, I] 
zxi. 20. Hoi. iv. 4, 16. £x. xviii 26. i Sum. ii. 
22 Where ichools of wifdom are, folly is the more unj 
fiiible, 2 Tim. ii. 22. Hof. v. 2. Kow many Ihun 
eyes of men, who are fearlefs to be feen of GoJJ Ch. 1. 
Female immodefty is fhocking, chap. v. 3. Som 
cffe6k do afcribe their guilt to God, i Sam. xxiii 
Zech. xi, 5. Seducers apply themfelvei to every bo 
fenfe. Lull .is infatiablc. 
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:onvi3im together^ a dart firike through hii 
liver, to the utter ruin of both foul atuJ piocc . 
&s a bird of no under (landing hafteth to the 
fowler*s (hare, and knoweth not that it is 
there placed for his life. 

FROM VERSE XXIV. to the END. 

HEARKEN unto me now therefore with 24 
aaxhus care^ O yc who are ingenuous children, 
ind attend ^v^r;7i6r^ to the wordsof my mouth. 
Let not thine hc2LXt^ even for once, decline to 25 
her evil ways ; go not aft ray in her deadly 
paths. For he affured Ihe hath caft down 26 
many under a difmal wounded /late; yea, many 
ftrongmen,tfj to natural con/titution, have been 
utterly flain by her. Her houfe is the diredc^t 27 
foj/ibk way to the fepulchre 0/hell, going down 
moreovery to the chambers of eternal death. 

Reflections. 
Adwce to youth, Tlie more hazards people have to 24, 
nm, the more cautious and advifeable they ought to C5*c. 
be, Prov. i. 5. Deut. xxxii. 2. Check the firft motions 
and inlets to evil, i Cor. vi. 18. Lofs cf reputation, 
tftatc and health, follow the lofs of freedom and c(jni- 
fbrL 

Senfiial crimes are clearly certified of etcmul de- 27, 
ftmdion, 2 Pet. ii. 10, 12, &c. i Cor. vi. 9. Gal. vi. S'.-. 

I ^7- 

r Suffer us not, good Godj to imagine ourfelves under 

any neceffity of following the imprelfions oifenfcy imd 
, the violences of paffion againft our reafon ; and of being 
• liiirried by them into the exorbitances of intemperance, 

injufticc.and profancnefs, to the diihonour cf thee, a:id 

our owu utter ruin ! 

F 
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CHAP. Vlll. 
FROM VERSE I. to the END. 

1 j^ONE can be ignorant^ unle/s they are wilfw 

fo of what concerns them ; ]or doth m 
religious land moral wifdom cry in /btiie fan 
yea^ and doth not the bejl.of ail URderflandioj^ ; 
times earnejlly put forth her voxct for atientMi 

2 She ftandetb up te be heard in the top of ^i| 
places in government^ by the yffVj-Jide toOj a^ 
in the places of the rno/l frequent^ pat^ 

3 She cricth audibly and ixfttn at the couri-^K% 
at the entry of the large city, at the wi 

4 coming in at the doors. Unto you, in ^ 
are her words ^ O men of rank I call, and en 

5 voice alfo is to the loweji fons of men. O j 
imprudent fimple, then underftand the fever, 
necejpiry branches of wifdom ; and ye next 
fools^ be ye Ukewife of an underftandin 

6 heart. Hear with foUcitude and obedience^ for 
will fpeak of excellent things ; and the opes 

Reflections. 

1 The nature of wifdom and its advantagts. Inattentio 
will obftrud benefit from the very bell means. WJa 
moH concerns the bulk of mankind is plain. VehemeiK 
is needful at times, to awake the careltfs. 

2 Authority is proper to tnith. God will require an ae 
count of all our opportunities and other advantages. 

3 The immutable eternal differences of good atid evil 
are felt at firft by every one. Courts of judicata 
fliould be guided by thefe, and concourie for traffic. 

4, 5, 6 All ranks are interefted in the rule of life. TTw 
perfedion of man is to be adlmilated to Almighty God% 
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in2[ of my lips foo (hall be o/" right thinp;s, anfi 
p'ofitub^e. For my mouth fiiall fpeak ihe 7 
clear dicfdtes of truth ; and the wickcdncls cp^ 
poleJ re thai^ is an abomination t<^ my lip-;. 
All the words of my mouth are in fipport of ^ 
divbie righteoufnefs, there is nothiufj ihiit 
kay be deemed with ju/iice deceitful^ fro'.varJ or 
conducive to a perverfe courfc of life in them. 
They arc all plain befides to him that under- 
ftandeth how to employ his reafon, and right /'? 
ihiir confequences^ to them that Rnd o'/t furh 
iiiowledge. Receive my obvioux neefffjxirj in- ic* 
ftruAion then^ and not with the mu titude be 
nnre eager to obtain filver: and vah/e know- 
Icdgcy&r good pradrce rather than choice fine 
gdW. For fuch wifdom is even better than 1 1 
ptedoiii rubies ; and all things in Jhort that 
may be dcfired ofhighejt cofiy are not once to 
lie compared to it. i wiidom dwell invaria- 1 2 
hly with ufeful prudence, and find out know- 
ledge of the moji witty * inventions,/or avoid- 

* The platmhi^ rather of good defigns^ jfcr* xxx» 24. //. 

Reflections. 

JU^pMvi promifes nothing falfely ; whereas, njlce flat- 7 
yfm and deceives. 

The £nin£ ivillU not arbitrary, and fiir lefs tyrannical. 8 

The heft things unufed cannot be profitable. Up- 9 
tightnefs clears the mind, Rom. ii. 14, 15. Jo. vii. 17. 
IropoTtion diligence to the worth of things. Pro v. iii. 15. 

Immaterial beauties^ are preferable to all that can be 10 
fun* 

Amidft fnarcs and difficulties, prudence and forefight 1 1 
are requilite, Prov. xxviii. 14^ \z 

F 2 
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» 3 ^^S f^^rci of ruinous gutlt The fear of 
Lord which is my chief principle^ is to hate t 
kind ofc\\\ ; above ihem all^ pride in the h 
and arrogancy rffpeecb or affing^ and the 
evil way, and the deceitful froward mout 

1^ 1 hate. Counfel iffc// is mine to give^ 

lound virtuous wifdom ; I am underfian 

from above, I have ftrength to carry tbi 

15 By me kings of the greateii eminence do re 
and princes employed by them decree ju- 

16 By me tbcfe princes rule with honour anc 
Julnefs, and nobles too undtr each, even al 

17 judges of the earth. I love them 17// 
truth that love me, and thofe that feck 
early, after a diligent manner^ ihall/or ce 

18 find me. Riches and honour are with j 
yea, durable riches and the peaceable wor 

1 9 righteoufnefs. My fruit of that fort is be 
than gold for ufe^ yea, than fine uaallojy^dff 

Reflections. 

1 3 I'he beft rules are both eafieft acquired and kept : 
menibrance. There can be no regular goodnefs wii 
/iflfy, chap. I. 7. — ix. 10. Difdain of others and I 
ing, arc infeparable from fridej Matth. vii. 5. 

T 4. An honcil open temper, qualifies both to giirc 
receive counfeL Schema ofpoRcy are often ill laid. 
therefore precarious ; whereas found wf3om will \ 
the ted. 

1 5 TY^Jocial C9njpa3 is fecuredby good laftvs and exec 

16 Rom. xiii. i, &c. 

1 7 The vueakeft may be made to uuderftand "what is 
///i/, Pfal. xix. 7. Earty piety is moft profitable 
principles are worfe than none. 

1 8 Thofe who are eminent are honoured by imitation. 
ly Pmefs with contentment is great gain, and durable, I 

iii. i^^-^xx. 15. 
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d my revenue efcourfe than choice polijhed 
^er. I lead in the Jure wjiy of rightcouf- 20 
%, to obtain them; in the niidft of the paths 
£riti7r judgement. That 1 may caufe thofc 21. 
it Jifuerely love me, to inherit fubftance 
ich the moH Jlandcrous dares net challenge / 
1 I will fill vp ihw Jiore %vith my boneji trea- 
es. The i ord Jehonjab poffeffed me in the 22 
pnning.of his creative way, before his 
irks of old. 1 was fet up in him/elf from 23 
•rlafting, fvom the beginning of time ^ or 
•r the earth was inhabited. When there 24 
Tc.no depths to contain living creatures y or 
nged fowU I was brought forth, to givt each 
^ikem their exi/lence ; when there were no 
■Mains abounding with w^lQTfor currents 
emp kind Before the mountains wA/VAj^iWdf 25 
fe were fettled i before thc/maller hills al/a 

R£FLECTK>N8. 

Vfcn cannot be un/ufl who are led by tvlfdoniy and do 205. 
tneil profpcr. A fetdcment of the foul upon true 2 1 
1 equal peare, is compatible with temporal fuflfering; 
e mlfrr ftarves amid ft his hoards. The proJiged foon 
lutes himfelf. Goods of the mind cannot be pilfered*- 
Wifdom was the %rlng of afl^ion in the itetty^ and is 22* 
llafUng. ^j her rules, men do partake of the dknnt 
we and happinefsy Prov. iii. 19, 20. Under hnomfledge^ 
imptcd/by /ow, it pleafed the Ahmghty to create. Phins 
goodnrfs projefled by the cbarhable are joyous. 
nic nvtfdom of God has and ftill continues to aift witli 23 
*dom, Gen. i. 2^ &c. How .blifsful F The moft common 
iSri of nature are the moft requtjiie. Particulars be;i n- 
dcfcriptibn, and arc much to the tafte of a pious foul, 
wreai objeSs both amaze and delight. Mountains 2^, 
the immoveable chanfers and repoiitpries of fpr'mgs. £r*, . 
gr make a fweet variety to well turaed minds. An 
F 3 
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26 was I brought forth. While as yet he 
not made the earth, u form tbem of^ noa 
open exienftve fields *, nor the higheft il 

^7 part of the duft of the wcirkh Whea 

prepared the heavens,/^ repkie mtb a 

beauties^ I was there : when he iet wkaf^ 

feem Irke a compafe/^r ixa&nefs upon the 

28 of the dcpfh, io hem H elofi in. Whc^ 
eftablifhcd the clouds above from ti^m 
when he ftrengthened the amazifig fofaim 

29 of the deep : When he gave to the bffj 
billows his decree, that the waters at n^ 
Aould pafs his commandment:' wken he 
pointed the hidden foundations of the ea: 

^^o tofvpply thefe. Then was I by him, evei 
f)ne brought up with htm ; and I was d; 
his delrghf, rejoicing always before hb 



* According to Jome^ all that fiirroundethii;. thei 
planets^ heamensy compare ExcL xL g. Gen, vL 14. £L 

RBFLieitOlU. 

atom efilujf is not beneath divirtt notice. . The ieavet, 
hibit a fcene of wonder, even to rapture. The moi 
•are ftudroiis> the more they aflfeft. Goi/ adapts- 1 
ihtnc; with infinite precifion* The balancings 03 
clou£ are his f tSL being collefled thick, they be* 
heavy for Jhoivert of vegetating wealth. How wi£ 
the vaft ocean appropriated to be the caufe of thefe 
Ynean of univerfal commerce / God^'s^ vfayi in it are 
with adoniihment. The mod familiar fhould b< 
moH devout. Be ferenely fiow and nothing will a] 
Alwghty Cod mud be above his. owa naturS la^s, 
the earth was completely provided,, there was no » 
inbahiianii Ifa. xL 12, &c. Divine attwiltttei are foznel 
beautifully /f^«^<^ An attentive obfervation oi 
worh of God cs a chief duty ^ and ought to be a chief dt 
W%dom is a leading diviriC attriiute^ Ch. vii. 4. Lam. : 
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iefigns rf manifold ufiful variety; Rejoicing ji 
mo/t particularh in thr habitable parts* of 
bis earthy 2XiQ ibi chief rf my delights were 
with the devaiit attentive fons of men. 
Now therefore hearken unto noe, ty way of ^2 
grateful return^ Oye children of intelligence, for 
blefied arc they above all others that know and 
keep my ways. Hear inftruftion kindly offer- 33 
edfor fo good a purfofey and be truly wife, a<fld 
refufe it liot upon any account. Bleiled is the 3 4 
man that hearech me with attention and perfe^ 
verancej watching daily at my gates^ waiting 
/or sdmiffion at tne pofts of my doors. For 35 
whofo through care and diligence^ findeth me, 
findeth the bejt enjoyment of life; audi (hall 
obtain fpecial favour of the Lord. But be . 36 
€n the other hand^ that finneth againft me, 
from culpable igno'^ance^ wrongeth the peace of 
his t>wn foul ; and all they that by progrejftve 
wickednefsy come in the end to hate- me, a£t as- 

Reflections. 

Man was its principal produ^ion upon earth) PlaL 51 
xn\. 5» &c. Gen. i. 269. 3 u 

T^ prtcepit of heaven are fruits of pure(V tender hve. 32 
AH trtaturet under mo/r obferve div'uu. order ; and bj 
their example iaftruift. The cur'iaus heaxken. with/oSdHidef 
MaLL6. 

To tear obeSentfy h true wifdom, i: Sam. xv« 22. 33 
Faithful rebukes are kind, Pfal. cxli. 3, 4. 

Seek eccafions to be inftru^edy P/al. i 29 &c. Hear 34 
without prt^udke, Pfal. xxv. 9. The more one fuc« 
ceeds» the more defirous they ihould be. 

tht natuntl tendency of religious viriue^ is to promote 35 
both pleafure and protit, Pfal. xxxiv. ii» &c.. Our bed 36 
faculties improved. 



/ 



S6 PROVfiRBft CIiiip.>«J& 

ihii/gh they lOeti injhocking unnitufai lovc wAy 
death. 

• ^ 

CHAP. IX. v^ 

... ?(» 
FROM VERSE I. to XllL ;>|^ 

1 CT'HIS is the more inexcufabhy that fupfU 

. 'wifclv)m hath genercufly * buildea Ip 
fplendid \\ou{t \ die hath hewn out hcrfe 

2 pillars ivUh equal jujt tafie and nrengtb. *Sl 
hath e'ben^ as one on her marriage day^ killed h^ 
full'/ed ht2i&s^ (he hath mingled h^r ir/f.^^nd 

{he hath alfo every other way furniOied out hff 

3 table. She hath fcnt forth her regular^ m 
tending maidens, to warn the willing gue/is ; 
erieth, iy their means^ upon the higheft plSkCipl 

4 of the whole thronged city. And her affeitionM 

* Compare EccL xtv. 15, &fr. Seven was ^ pafi^" 
nitmber among the Jews. 

Reflection'^. 
t tV^m provUks and imjkes. ParaMei muft ndt be 
tlraraed tb a tnorolfenfe m every part of them. A fin- 
xxtt rmXtd. eafily ebtsins good inovfies^e and ftaBkt 
through promifed Svine aidf. Archite^ural order^ft 
^Sartictilariy plekfant. Freedom and eaTe are the rtAlts 
ofwifdom. • ' '"^ 

2 Supports ^re efleiiitiai to the foulf like meat ibr a iMipr 
hdy. They diffufe foci al endearing cheerfubiefi ^dli^ 
Ifa. Iv. I, &c. . i 

3 Thofe who heartily love wlfdom^ are aft^tionaftelT 
tnet by her. She fpeaks by confcience, l>rt)videii€flt 
fcriptures, and the miniftry of the word. 

4 All are welcome to embrace rertgion. 
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arCy whofo is inclined^ he ilny of the 
(imple poor^ let him turn in hither for 
\ble tntertaiwnc t ; as for him that, owing 
' years and mcam^ wanteth undcrftand- 
flie faith to him. Come, and delay not 5 
'Mffr, to cat of my fpiritual bread, and 

of the Jimilar fpiritual wine which I 
mingled, ofpurpofe to refrejh^ as well as 
wf. . Forfakc hereafter the carelefs wicked 6 
1, and Kve upon my ufeftd inirudions ; 
fo in the way of underftanding, without 
le known departure. He that reproveth 7 
^igate fcorner, / am aware ^ getteth to 
\xthe Qizmc of nepeff^ i/notinfult; and 
It rebuketh a wicKcd man, getteth him- 
ilot at leaji. Whence my prime advice would 8 
tvery young ingenuous convert, reprove not 
icr of the above defcrsptiattylc& he hate thee 
fo make' thee waver ; but rebuke^ when 
\ent and experience may have fome proper 
^ wife man in the main, and he will not 
formj but love thee. ' Give after inftruc- 9 
a a wife man of that fort ^ and he will be 
ifer^ teach ajuft man to the rules of pious 

Reflections. 
t.ts VitxAY feufithue can never fatisfy> Ifa. xzxt. 8. 5 
firft maxim of ivifdom^ is to avoid evil manners 6 
nq>an7. Our peace and comfort muft increaie 
ligiout experience • 

« is always hope till fcoming takes pbce, from re« 7 
grois fins, Matth. vii 6* 

iQion of beixxg ill treated will not vindicate mi- 8 
I cowardice^ 

who feel reproof 2Xidi love tlie reprover^ give great 9 
'fal. cxli. 4, 5. Others ihould tremble. 
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friendjl}ip^ and he will be fure to increafclh 

10 learning. The fear of thcyiwrw^;/ Lord -w- 
d€ed^ under which both of them a6t^ is the ceria\%, 
beginning of wifdom: and the knowledge 
of the holy * one improved^ is the bcfi ^Sf 

1 1 undeftanding. For by me who Jirengiberi " 
this divine principle^ thy days of virtuous 
fliali be muUrplied ; and the like years of .t| 

1 2 Bfe fliall be increafed. If in the manner 
propq/ed thou be wife, thou fhalt be wife 
profiting thy felf ; but if thou, as too many att 
di/rcgardefiy and then fcorncftf, thou ale 
Ihalt bear the fevere punijhment of it. 

FROM VERSE Xlll. to the ?ND. = ^ 

13 ^ND becaufe fwthful lujis do tfim tewftM 

9. Qr ht^Jhb^si H. f One wio Im^bt at ^tAjMl 
moroBty and ^ooamannerit PJaL Ixxxviii. 15, 1 6. * y 

Reflections. . .. v.^ 

IQ Fear God but dread not, ;i5 the fureft prefervative finii 

fin. Job xxviii. 28. 
1 1 The good live not according to humour but order* tih 
ptQiiJt men are both unfocial and unnatural. A Jtmmai 
is but affectedly brave, Prov. vi. 16. Ignorance ofit* 
ligion is the parent of all vice. 

We glorify thy name, ri^hieous CreaSoi^^ Wlft^ Inf 
exalted us men to fuch an eminent d^^gree d twiagk^i 
to make us» a little lower than tk« angdsy the inheiibitnpi 
of heaven, and condant attendants upon the thrdnt'd 
thy glory Let us hearken unto the voice 6f thee 'mi 
God, calling uuto us by the admonition of our cM 
fciences, by the miniftry of thy word, and by the blood 
of thy Sou, to repent and ceafe from fitty that we mi) 
live! . 

1 3 An immodeji woman. DIre£b application is the life 
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us ridicule^ remember that a fooiifli iV;/. 
y wotY)an is incejfantly clamorous for a pa* 
bcitring ; (he is fimple however^ as to whtii 
i/*, and knoweth nothing^ro^tT. Htnce^ 1 4 
\z Jhameiejsly \ fitrcth at the door of her 
?, oh a confpicuous feat in the high public 
s of the city. To call Urnn'^er piiffcngcrs 1 5 

who elfe would go right on their ways. 
her whole harlot manner ft'c/tis to fay ^ who- ,6 

you is fimple, ^i to city cuUoms^ let him 
in hither; and as for him that wiinteth 
rftanding upon thefe fubjcSls^ (he fuith 
o him. Stolen waters are fweet, and 17 
1, iffcarce^ eaten in fecret is doubly plea- 

l!te hath nofenfe ef decency. H. \ What a contrajl 
1 9 Cs'r. Compare DeuL xviu i8. Ex, xi, 5. /^. 

Reflections. 
le. Hardened female finners feek out others for 
ruin» compare Job xxix. 6. Hence early bafliful 
are much in danger. Safety for moll part de« 
upon a brave immediate flight. Vifible want of 
ought to alarm, fee chap. vii. 11, &c. Idle 
rers are eafieft caught. 

fanity and impudence are clofe conjoined. A 16 
if argument mifleads the uHthinking. The Jen/ual 
trcs neither lime nor heart, for what is great, Rom. 
&c. Difcovery is to them terrible. How much 
^load have fuch to anfwer for ? How many more 
id fouls ? Eph. V. 5, 6. Abfence and time iiifenfi- 
aken hurtful attachments. R. 
hit ufe of fuch means, as thou infinitely nuife and 
lath defigned, and thy divine authority hath cfta- 
1, we open our fouls to receive thefe impreflions 
:hee our God, of convidtion and fatisfadlion to our 
f which are fo much divine fufficiency and power, 
ng us through grace to reform our lives, and to re- 
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1 8 fant. She thus veils her wofds^ for mere 
tual fedudhn ; but he, poor infatuated j 
knoweth not that the dead to every th 
true fermament bappinefs arc there : and 
her frequenting guefts arc in near approc 
the depths of helL 

Reflections. 
fine our fpirits ; to recover the rcditude of our nj 
and to invigorate that principle of rational life, by 
we iball ierve tliee as dear children. 
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npHE Proverbs of Solomon *. A wife a6l- i 
1 ing foD maketh a glad father ; but a 
bolifh fon in his behaviour^ is the very heavi- 
ie(s of his mother. 

F£al duty. They who are religloufly educated ought 
9 reward parental diligence, by proportionable increiife 
fwifdoniv ^nd good works. Their honour and ufeful- 
!& is unfpeakable* No perfonai lofi is equal to difap- 
ontment from a bad child* Maiemal grief k enhanced 
r ftrength of former love, and a£le6Uon for her hu/band. 

Treafures of wickednefi profit nothing in 2 
e end ; but wealth by righteoufnefs deli- 
srrth from premature death. 

Kkiies when vdluahle. How many fpeak to their chil- 
Y8, as though money could anfwer all things ? Eccl. x'li. 
]• Mic. vi. 14, 15. By means of unlaivful purchafes^ 
meth lofs of credit, peace and liappinefs, for both 
)rlds, L-uke xvi. 19, &c. Pfal. xlix. 16, &c. Equitalle 
hitoujnejs imports a mixture of mercy. It is fufficient 
ground a Proverb^ that it holds in common, Plal. 
XV. 25. Matth. V. 7. 

* P arables y appoJitefimMitudes. Here thjfe o/* Solomon, 
SlyJPeakingy commence ; and therefore are rarely to bj Jif- 
mtfbed by paragraphs. The antithefis^ or two parts of a 
ywerb^ferve befl to explain each other* 

G 
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g The Lord will not uft/ally fufFer the foul • 
of the compaffionating righteous to,faini(h,/r9fli 
lack of necejfaries ; but much more frequently he 
cafieth away f the /// acquired fubiiance of 
Xht perfidious wicked. 

Beneficence profitable. Temporal rewards under dB> 
law were engaged for by covenant ; befides being a u^ 
live fniit of fober, religious virtue^ Pfal. jcxxiv. 9, to^l 
How often do large eflates ccmc to nothing ? Anif 
how little y©//V/ contentment do they yield ? 1 Tim. vi. ^ y 

4 He fQon becometh poor, that dealeth w 
a flack prodigal hand \ ; but the hand of 

' upright diligent nidkcth proporthnably rich. 

Diligence and proSgidity. The riotous confuBie tHv 
pofleffions faft. Sudden judgements, likewif^, art fi| 
to overtake them. An uferal employment ift a^Sj^ij 
heritance. It dire^s W'hen to open the hand» and ^ 
Xs^Jliut it. Sudden elevations are not eafily kept 
The a8ive foul m^& be employed one way or o' 
Sloth leads to dangerous evil methods of gain ; whe 
nveaJthy acquired by degrees^ is generally fure and I 

5 He that honefily gathereth in fumtner { ySL 
yi«, is a wife doing fon ; but he that fleepct&|3 

even in bufy haiveft ijuith others^ is a fon xJf^ ^ 
under juji poverty^ caufeth fliame ixienjtvc 
durable, 

Indujlry and Jloth, There is a time for every 1 
which ought to be laid hold of. Loft opportunities % 
not be brought back. Wafle not the experienct i 

* Or life. f Or will overthrew the wicked for tUr \ 
riches, \\ Somty the hand ef frauds Job xxvii. 4. i^j 
kxkH. 2. 2 Kings ix. 3. ff. % Put for fit feaftms in nanA 
ral. § Put for indolence, 

\ 
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and pain, for inflrudlion. Take advice from 
n tendep love. Ufe honeft g<iins with moderation 
rheerAilneis. Youth is the proper cultivating time 
iture life. 

Tam/old and lar^e bleflinj2fs arc to be fecn 6 
n the held • oif the beneficent juft, but 4he 
\$ of violence, wth in/ult overwhelming^ co- 
rth the f mouth of the wicked. 

IBte dmJ wkmes. Temporal good wages to virtue are 
ent» znd J^irhuai ones certain. Bleflfings poured 
above ought to diffuic themfelves. Rifinp; upon 
art of others is ever liable to difcovery and puniih- 
, Gen* zliz. 25, ad. 

lie memory of the beneficent juft, long 7 
' deatJb^ is bleffed by multitudes ; but the 
c of the wichcd from negleil fliall rot for 



mtatian. Regard a good fame, as one end of life, 
hnot the chief, Rom. xiv. i8. PhiL iv. 8. To 
If gpproved of the wife is true praife, siM cheerfully 
Worthy examples ought to live as long as poffi- 
, tll^ hre^s of obliged perfons. Death unmafks 
ft cluura^crs. Even innocent relations may fuflPer 
xjtting memories. Splendid monuments do butre- 
leir bafenefs. 

le wife in heart will receive u/e/ul com- 8 
Imcnts for both worlds ; but a mere prat- 
b^U '^i^b the little he has ^ fhall fall in time 
• complete ruin. 

y^mment of the tongue. Our firft point of vj'ifdom is 
jw and feel the various lefTons of religious virtue, 
will ever grow fpiritually. Self-conceit would ufurp 

* Put for the whole man, f Or face, H, 
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the whole of cotnerfatlm ; and ufiially from innocent \0 
pics, to provoking ruinous ones, Matth. 'vii* i^ i. MfF* 
deft worth is flow to fpeak, fwift to hear. Jam. i. 19. 

9 He that walketh in the courfe of his lifi u^ 
rightly, walketh furely to bath honour andb& 
pinefs ; but he that of dejrgn pcrvcrtclh \s$ 
ways of behaviour^ fhall Joon be known -ft 
mtferable difgrace^ 

Uprightnefs heneJidaL Sincere words and pradke'fjl 
fure credit ; whereas, the lying tongue is bat for a fljt 
ment. Who would not deal with an eftablifhed borii 
man ? Good chara<^ers fhine by clofe inqnifiliMl 
Troubles in the road of virtue, prove beneficiaL Ok 
and confctence are againfl: \!tit feroerter. 

10 Even he thzt proudly winketh with the ei 
t§ deceive^ caufeth to bimfelfmuch forrow in^ 
end ; but a perpetual prating fool, far €onmi^ 
ing purpofes^ ftiail fall, through time uruUr t§k 
ruin. 



Deceit anJPivlJ /peaking. Mifchievous arts are ' __, 

and the leTs e^y they are to difcem, their hazari|| 

greater. Signs of cunning fhould put people xvpodiBm 

guard. Hypocrify and raflmefs tend to great huit--*'^ 

II y 

1 1 The mouth of a benevolent righteous MJ 
is like zfalubriouf well of life, for invigoraiim 
but the love of violence covereth * the mouj 
of the wicked from ufeful difcourfe^ (^ndfhalfjk 

his own for ever. • 

. Converfatiott, Social natures need to be revived ^ 
iweetened, as by water-fprings. The man of pioas Im 
fiudies to pleafe, that he may edify. Oaths ^xid.JUmM 

* Some^ lurketb In the mouth. H. 
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i^ abhorrence. We ezpre(& by tngenuous artlefs 
li Tiiiat we ftroiigl/ feel. R* 

fatred, from any caufe w^mtever^ ftirrcth up 13 
itifsui ftrifps ; biTt pure ^emitm love co- 
:th to the utmoji all lins tf others ^ while it 
to amend tbcm. 

ve and hatred. Good neighbourhood is a chief fa- 
tion Malice can never want pretexts for fpeaking 
oing eviL It fees and magnifies the fmallefl efcapes; 
s on them, and produces much mifery. A com- 
foe of this fort ought to be run down, and fre- 
ly is fb. Generous iov: is captivating, i Cor. xiii. 
. Even her rebukes are iweet, Pial. cxli. 4, 5. 

the lips of him that hath good under- 13 
:iing, folid wifdom is found : but a rod 
ygbt for as itwere^ to fcourge the back of 
that is void of undcrftanding, for right 

tOuai knowledge. Speeches, gracious and beneficial, 
Vom a pioufly enlightened mind- Some difcourfc 
liat they may appear learned, and call for con- 
:. One difcreet pra<5tical principle -is of more ufe 
his whole ftore. Wife fentences contain often 
in few words, and give the high pleafure of difco- 
j what was unexprefled. R. 

ife men lay up knowledge, ybr ufe and 14 
-; but the mouth of the fooHfh wicked 
with all his boajl^ is ever near to dellruc- 



fml mnfdom. Pbus and moral principles ihould be 
1 mind, often and carefully pondered. Few have 
iity to rett^ft unadvifed words. With advanced 
jnderftanding ihould ripen. R. PTjJe mem are 
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cautious not to fay too much att otice ; whercai dis. 
loquacious involve themfelves, Hof. xili. i a.. Fisd. niA. 
S.H. . ^ ^' 

1 5 y^i //?^ world Jiands^ the rich man's W( 
IS too often his ftrong fortified city ; tf»^ tl 
deftru^tion of the weak poor is not unfilil/ti, it 
their pitiable poverty. . li 

Riches powerful. Wealth alone is able to make 1 
friendsy Pfal. xii. 8. Poverty and negled frequently | 
together, Eccl. ix. 13. 

Fruilrate, O Lord, the endeavours, and break i 
ptiwer of thofe who ufurp upon the reafon, and 
fciences of men ; and who by unjuft violence oppre&.9 
cnflave them in body and foul. 

16 The labour of the righteous, in all 
ttridcxh gefiCraily to an* happy life; bttt ih 
fruit of the wicked fraudulent purchafit 
wjful penalties from his fin. 

Induftry. Riches and happinefs are not eilentiallj eol 
nedted. A good man limits his defires.to what is 1 
fill ; and feldom fails of fuccefs. In the midft of/ 
fome may be in ftraits, Jam. iv. 3. There U no eo^* 
avaricious amaiUng. 

17 He is therefore, in the y«rg/? way ofl 
that keepeth clofe to wife inftrudion ; but 
that fcornfully refufeth even neceffary re 

from thence^ both erreth himfelj^ and ca 
■ether people to err. 

Hafpmefs. The bed and moft ufeful people lay 
felves in the way of being inftru^ted. Seriou^ rej 
due to the judgement of proven affectionate n 
Dangerous wandering flows from wilful heedle 
Pro v. xxviii. 14. 

•^ Su^enance^ Prov, xxviii, 27. 
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ather of Ugfats^ let thofe who are minitlers of reli- 
I efieAually recofnmend it to the hearts of men, by 
wifdoxn of theif difcourles, and by the holincls of 
r lives, fo promoting prefent duty and the eternal 
ationdTmen. 

3c that hideth hatred in any ca/e, with ly- 18 
; lips of fair promife ; and he that uttcrcth 
lander out of like bafe principle^ is a moji odious 
>1. 

ffatreJf hf'mgj Jlander, Diflimulation and evil-fpeak- 
I meet often in the fame character. They appear fa- 
bar, to pick out grounds for accufation If it be de- 
it to fecm pleafed ; how much more to be really fo \ 
Pet. iii. 8, &c. Brotherly reproof Ihould be fincere, 
ev. xiz. 17. 2 Sam. ziii. 5. 

Ir the multitude of words, wiihoui fuitabk 19 
reparative thoughis^ there wanteth not often 
-uel fin ; but he that refraineth his Vipsfrom 
much hq/iej is wife io a great degree for him* 

If' 

Speech to be gavemeiL To cover maiice and to expofe 
SSi^i are common crimes of thofe who fpeak ihuch. 
; b encroachment upon the rights of others to difcourfe. 
Snmigreflions of the tongue, are eafy, various, and ex- 
ktflive of charader, £ph. iv. 29. 

The tongue of the benevolent juH is for ufe* 20 
^nefs^ as choice refined filver ; but the heart 
f the wicked e^er dilates what is * little 
rorth. 

Speech mjhen ufeful It is fweetly captivating, and a 
liicf diftinftion or glory of man. The more good 

* Or, is Me draft, H. 
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words are eominnnicatedy the more is the hAawer hinleV 
enriched thereby. Food o^ffirihrni Bfe is moft to be d» 
fired. 

2 1 The well gui Jed lips of x\it-compaffmmu% 

righteous feed many hungering fouls ofteF^ 

found beneficial knowledge; but Ftiols of mai 

Jijjipation around them^ die under greatly aggro^ 

vated guilt, for want oifuch wifdom. 

Pity tn/lru8s. They who are judicious^ foon give "" 
with plaufible words only. To aflift others is the ' ' 
eft delight of a kind heart, Prov. xxvii. 9. Obfti 
in vice is loft even amidft the beft opportunities. R 
means for eftablifliing habits of virtue, arc convcrfcuttll' : 
God^ in whom is the perfeiSion of goodnefs ; and corf' 
verfe with men, in whom is the image of God. 

2 2 The clear promifed bleffing of the Lord M: 
upright cndea'vours^ it maketh eminently rkH; 
for both worlds, and he addeth no catfe of(oi\ \ 
row with it. 

Favour of God. Without God^ fuccefs even from the 
heU means is not to be dqiended upon. They bodi 
enjoy and fuffer with the grcateft advantage, who ttb 
the j4lmlghiy with them. Every kind cf fraudf tf 
violence, excludes the diwnc bleffing. t 

As we have that in our conftitution and make, O Z«4- J 
which is proper and peculiar to man ; fo may we ftefc I 
our final enjoyment from thofe things which are the mA 1 
proper and worthy objects of our fiiculties ! Enable -^ 
CO maintain our diftindtion, and to glorify our God; A 4 
(hall we have the eameft of our future happinefs, in our "^ 
preparation for it ; and at laft attain the complete mi 
higheft degree of it, in thy preience, and communion fo ^ 
ever! 

-• 
23 It is a fport to a wicked fool, to do mit 
chief J but a man of real underftanding hath, 
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ffx his pleafure^ the wifdom of prudent applica^ 
Hon. 

Spori how regulated. Impiety and obfcenity arc the 
gland forts of criminal tv'iL There is nothing fo well 
idapted to reafbn as true belief^ and morals, Jiide 14. 
Hie lead known fin fhould afFedl us with godly forrow. 
l«t never the wicked exceed xhtgood in zeal. 

The juji fear of the wicked, in fober cool 24 
Sours^ Oiall come upon YCxvafor certain^ but 
:he deiire of the righteous, from clear divine 
^rmnlfes^ (hall no lefs certainly be granted. 

Hope and fear. The worft of people cannot help rc- 
leftinff at times. Even fufpicions of future mifery are 
caicely to be borne. Anguiih after merriment becomes 
intolerable. Every defire founded in reafon, (hall be 
granted. 

Fit us, Otlou One Latvgivery Saviour and Judge j to be ever 
wth thee, and in the moft humble proftrations and rap- 
intms joys, to adore and celebrate thee, through his 
jrace who redeemed us by his blood, and faved our fouls 
rem death ! 

As the whirlwind fwiftly paffeth, fo is the 25 
^cked no more to be either Jeen or thought of\ 
but the righteous, by his extenfive good works j 
is an eyerlafting foundation of peace and 



The righteous Jlandfrm. Noify and terrible oppreflbrs 
4) not long ezift, Pfal. xxzvii. 20, 23. Viitue is a natural 
and grand fecurity, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25, &c. God loves all in 
proportion to their reiemblance of his own moft perfedl 
truth, beauty and ufefulnefs. 

Let not, Lord^ any furprifes of temptations difpirit 
onr hopes ; but grant that by pejfeverance in well-doing, 
^ may become more than conquerors, through him 
^ho loved us, and died for us, and redeemed us 
from all iniquity by his bipod ! 
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26 As vinegar to the teeth/or immediate hurij 
and as fmoke in like manner to the eyes, fo ii. 
the loitering flugfjard to theiii that fend him, 
upon nny great defign^ 

Sloth. In matters oftruft, negkft of duty is crud, 
Even flow execution may bring on ruin ^nd mdt '-^ 
Matth. XXV. 26, &c. Heb. xii. 12, 13. ' ^ 

27 The obedient fear of the Lord prolongetl^ 
days offweet enjoyment \ but the years of the- 
wicked^ and yet more their feace^ fliall be fl^* 
vioujly ihortened. • 

' ReTijpom ^oJitahU. The moft cqijal prop Of yirtpc il 
reverence for the Suprmfi Bnng- Henc^ (:oin0th bonpme 
with healthful eafe. Mod y\zt% produce troubles 'V^udlr 
ifliie in death, Pfal. xxxiv. 1 2, &c. Sobriety and eierpile 
prevent almofl every difeafe. R, The wicked fear« te- 
caufe they hate God. How good is be^ to proixuie ifr-X 
waids! Matlh. X. ^8. 

a 8 The plea/ant hope of the righteous flwll^j 
be /Hll more gladnefs in the end \ but the CX- i 
peAation of the wicked, as both improper and 
ill founded^ fliall ^^T\{h forever. 

Hope. The good raife not their hopes too high. fat 
this world ; and rarely fail of completion. How fooil , 
muft the lulcked die away from their keeneft earthly pw- 
fuits and enjoyments ? To win a momentary trifle, tjvf 
forfeit an eternal crotvn. 

May thofe above every other, Alrmghiy Father^ who , 
profefs the gofpel, have their converlktion in heaveOf 
from whence they exped their Lord and Saviour. At 
rifen with him, by their avowed belief of his religion, fo 
may they fet their affections on the things above, and 
not on things of the earth ; that their lives being fafe in 
the hands of Cbri^^ when he who is to give eternal lift 
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hKilj men (hall appear, they may be approved, and 
irded by him. Even lb, coinc Lord Jijm^ come 
dyf 

Tia r/?tfr commanded way of the Lord is 29 
ngth to the upright; but certain everlq/l* 
deftruction Ihall be to the Qbjiuiaie workers 
niquity. 

^hteoufrufs Jlrengthens, The principles of true piety, 

the promifes made to it, arc moft rejoicing, Pfal. 

I, &c. Againft the wicked is the courfe of nature. 

f iute alfo liable to judicial ftrokes. Their punifh- 

i will be greateft, who opp<^e the cleared light. 

'he righteous fliall feldom^ or never, be re- 30 
ired in early lifey but the wicked ihiU not 
n inhabit the earth. 

tei. Pious regular morals conduce both to per- 
1 and domeftic eftablifhment. The praife of paren- 
integrity a£Fe^s their dutiful children, and leads 
a' to imitate. Thofe who cleave fafteft to the world 
eSdl joyfully inhabit it. Premature deaths are full 
Mpror often. 

rbe mouth oi tht beneficent ]\x^ bringeth 31 
th ireafures of ^\(dom \ but the froward 
^ful tongue (hall quickly h^Jilenced^ af if 
te cut out. 



^fation. The righteous incline, and endeavour as 
:h as poflible, the benefit of others. Their example 
Iks every where. How bafe and impious is ^wicked 
outfe ! Jam. i. 26. — iii. i, &c. Matth. xii. 36, 37. It 
It habit of fpeech that we muft look to, £ph. iv. 29. 

The courteous lips of the righteous know 32 
,at is likfly to be both moH ufeful and acctpta- 



72 PROVERBS. Chtp.XL 

bk ; but the mouth of the wicked .(peakcth 

all manner of treacherous frowardnels. 

Converfatton. They who ponder their wordSf mdy 
fail of profitable, fweet and gracious utterance. 

C H A P. XI. 

I A Falfe deceiving * balance in trade^ k 

x\ abomination to the Lord ; but a^ 

/^^ juft weight is his great delight. ' 

Jufiice* How ignorant or perverfe muft they b^ 
who feparate what is tiue, jufl, and kind* from di^ 
ideas of religion ! The arts of overreaching^ are mcM 
to cxcefs. Without reftoring, the unjuft cannot rg^ 
while they have this in their power. To pilfer^ note 
appearance of fair trade, is treacherouily Gruel» Lulft 
xix. 55, &c. \^ 

2 When the effe^ of pride cometh, t&e^ 
cometh debaftng fhame ; but with the XQikfi 

in heart is fur e manife/ied wKdom. 



Pride and humlltty. Conceit is difturbative and : 
None are fo weak, but have revenge, at times, in didr i 
power. Prudence and modefly companionate husHli 
errors, and obtain from thence wile praife, chap. X¥. jj'j 
— ^xvL 1 8. 

3 The tJiflcxible integrity of the upright ibi 
guide them to what isfafe and ufeful ; but tl 
deliberate perverfenefs of tranfgreflbrs (hi 
fooner or later deftroy them. 

* Put for every otJ^er fpecles oftnjufllce^ Exod. xk. 1J» 
Lev, xix, 35, ^c. Deut, xxv. 13. 
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Uprigbinefi* Honefty of intnition is eafily kiiown, 
and no lefs generally^ approved, Rom. xiv. 18. Tlic 
\irlcked ad as though they did hate themfelves. Our 
fureft fhorteft road to fuccefs in common, is hy fair deal- 
ing. Thorough acquaintance gives cllubliflimcnt to 
Achy PiaL xxvi. 11. Our rule ought tc be GocTs "jford^ 
and not the 'world* 

Riches however carefully obtained^ proGt not 4 
their owner ^ in the day of wrath for other 
crimes; but righteoufncfs in the acquirement 
and uft of tbem^ dclivereth from what is moji 
dreadful in death. 

Rkhes when profitable. Every grain of extorted wealth 
trin have its meafure of torment^ Jam. v. i, &c. A fenfe 
of wS-Mngt and oi generous deeds ^ give great fupport in 
dying, Matth. xxv. 30, &c. Eccl. ixix. 8, &c. 

■ The rightcoufnefs of the perfect in his aims 5 
ihall direct his way to what is honourable^ and 
leneficial ; but the intentionally wicked (hall 
All into difgrace and ruin^ by the weight (?/ his 
Qvn wickcdnefs. 

Jims good and lad. The plain road of Vvife charitaMc 
jnftice is ever the leaft enibarafllng, vcr. 5. IV*iui!ii- 
)cot arts fsldom are, (»i can be lon^ hid. i^Inipk hints 
*re not fufficient for the illittrate, aiiJ youu^. Sincerity 
i the foxA of virtue, and ever doth l;*cilitate it. 

Transform us now, Lord^ into tliy llkencls, by the 
Praftke of all goodnefs, rigliteoifieis and truth ; and 
feceivc us unto thyfelf, whom we fhrdl tlicn rcfeir-biQ, 
^hen we thall go froni litnce, and be no moi e fecii ! 

The righteoufncfs of the charttahlc upright 6 
hall deliver them from biing fifptilal : but 
be knavifh trar.fgreffors of mvihe and hatha n 

11 
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bk ; but the mouth of the \ 
all manner of treacherous frowa 

Cwverfation. They who ponder 
foil of profitable, fwcet and gracious 
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Juf^t. How 
who fqparatc w^ j 
ideas of rclio'*"*' ^ 
to ezceis. 
while they ^ 
appearanMf ^ 

come' ^ righteous, u 

• ^ at of trouble ; a 

..< • ^ in his ftead, lo Puffer 

i' jfjtMet i^ ^ood and had. £7 wi 

'• .0iit» the beft are taken UBder d 

/^l^fl^ure. Matev^ieme focn recoils 

Mot. xzi. 18. PlaL yii. 14, &c. ' 

jieople are oppofed, the more God d 



An hypocrite, who prof an 
mouth, ' 



■ hearty under a fair Jhew^ wi 
:." *• ffnmifK * deftroyeth/^r ^i //^ 



* Some corrvptabf £k, kku* 7. Ji 
II. H. 
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laws (hall be taken, one time or otber^ in iU 
traps ^ their own naughtinefs. 

- Uprightnefi and fraud. It does little hurt»tO be -3 
thought, and fpoken of, only by the maliciotu. Time ul 
fearch will render thofe more glorious. Smooth kxurfH 
and hypocrites cannot abide fuch trials. All their prti 
tc^ion is darknefs, which will foon be over. 

7 When a wicked man dieth, his expedl^ 
tlon/rom the 'world (hall perifh ; and the bofl 
of eafe to fuch coveting unjuft men, beyond /M 
periflieth. . .ti 

Covetoufnefs. The more vice profpers, the more Uf^ 
ter thereby is death made. How poor a compen&tiil^ 
then would even a world be ? And what (hall vc fifb 
to future anguilh and defpair ? PfaL zlix. 6> and IJU 

Let us not reft, Lord^ in any good^ Aiort oT I 
which is the beft and greateft ; but place our vrhoki^^g., 
fa^ion in thee, whofe loving- kindnefs is better tbailk fll \ 
and without whom, the whole creation would be ai 80^ 
thing, and lefs than nothing, and vanity ! " ^ 

8 The fteadfaft righteous, when tried^ is di 
livered out of trouble ; and the wicbg 
cometh in his fiead, tofuff'er with continwu^ '' 

Troubles to good and had. By wife and kind appoiAp f 
ment, the beft are taken under difcipline ; but aU M 
meafure. Malevolence foon recoils upon its own hdm) 
Prov. xxi. 1 8. Pfal. vli. 14, &c. The more that ^oi 
people are oppofed, the more God doth care for tliema^'i 

/j 

9 An hypocrite, who profanely hides bis iiM 
heart J under a fair Jhew^ with his bafy lyif^ 
mouth, * deftroyeth/d>r a time the ciaraffer, y .' 

* Some corrupteth^ Ex. kxi/» 7. Jer. xxxu II. Mic.in* 
II. H. 
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\ innocent^ h/^M neighbour; but through 
turer cbannel ^knowledge afterwards^ (hall 
• f juft man be completely delivered. 

fu/Hce and byponrify, Diifemliled friendlliip, for the 
B of evil dehgns, u terrible, i Siim. xxii. 22. Edh. 

8. Fight openly, rather than betray. Beware or 
frrvrj. The heft things perverted, become the worlK 

tntimate with the faithful^ and the more that they 

When it gocth well with the righteous, in 10 
ir credit arid ufefulnefs^ the city rcjoiceth ; 
d when the wicked perifh/ro/;/ among them^ 
ITC is no lefs univerfal (houting at heart. 

Pairioiic emmenee. Sincere pious virtue is friendly to 
rotation ; and, nesct to divine acceptance, is defirable, 
m. ST. 18. The proftitution of high office, is peftive. 
len ifacb periih^ the public are ferved. 

By the bleffing and aids of the benevolent 1 1 
right the city throughout is exalted ; but it 
overthrown by the impious malevolent mouth 
the wicked. 

Pitirsotifm. Iufbudlion, counfel, prayer and faithful 
Spurge of high office, are tignal public advantages, 
id. iz. 14. Wit added to pernicious patterns, does 
inite hurt, Pfal. ci. 6, &c. Jam. iti. 1 6, &c. 
Let all the governors of the world, thou mofl High, 
lecially thofe who are Chriftlan, be reprefentatives of 
jc, our Godj unto men, by the difcharge of their office^ 
mmifitrs of God to them, for good. 

He that is void of true u/eful wifdom, de- 12 
ifeth, by reproach and calumnies^ his/^r fupe- 

f Others^ the juft by his wifdom prefeructb hi/n^ 

H 2 
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ricr neighbour; but a man of prudent ^\ 
fianding holdeth his peace /rom fverj 

of that fort^ to profit by him. 

Cmfure. -There is no obligation dpon ds, to ta 

temptuoufly of the meaneft, Matth. v. 3I9 ic» 1 

ought not to be feen by halves. The (harped ; 

t of all refiroachy is that of mocking. Who would cl 

drink of tears and blood ? 

13 A bdfe tale bearer walking from ho 
houfi revealeth fecrers; but he that i 
i-AxMy^X ingenuous fpirit concealeth the r 
as/acred. 

FaithMrufi and tale-hearing. They who talk mt 

fond ot new things. It is in th^ nature cifrkn 

tnift. Thcfreforey few evils againft love tmdiufiici 

. aggravated aii ^/nrjfinr^y £ccL xxii. atf* Imm^ 

tumny often go together, 1 Tirti. v. 1-5, fiaek.' m 

14 Where tiowfe coUnfcl is, /r^ f«rtfr< 
the governed people tm/t ii^vitMy^ fall 
in' the multitude of abkjudidom coun£ 
there is /ure public fafety, 

' CoinifeL A co(4 refleding fptrit is aUe to. ex^ 
felfwith advantage, upon every emergency. S 
fidence tajkes no advice, Ifa* xi.- 3, 4. One fuc 
may ruin a whole fociety. Without JubordiaaM^ 
can b^ no government, no fafety, E<?cL x, i6» 

Defend, God^ the truth and piirity of r 
againft all the corruptions of the enthufiaft, and 
ftitious ; and defend the rights and liberties of th 
againft all uiurpers and opprefTors whatfoever. 

15 He that is furety , by eKprefs ^ngagemer 
a ft ranger, or one imperfi^lly known to him. 
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^ fmart for it •, when the fulfilling hour 
com: and he that hateth« and fieeth from 
tyffiip ofthh/orfy is furc to efcape. 

ij/iip. Ignorance of people^s fitnatron, makes tliem, 
% ffarangers. We muft not be cruel and unjud to 
iricnds. In a matter fo delicate- ay furet)'{hxp, the 
dilcretion is to be made ufe of. Bufinifs is liable to 
ts, and debtors to become carelefs, Prov. vi. i , &c. 

r8. Lo& and painfid refledion together are 

iupport^ 

>£/r^ gracroiis woinan rctaincth J^r en* \6 
honour ; atid wife f ftrong men retain 
hcs they have had fro^n righteous acquiji" 



i^acty and riches. Every thmg i% beft preferved 
which doth produce it. To eltablifh charadler, 
7en flight indecencies, Eccl. x. 2. The earlieft 
f endearment, muft not be departed firom. The 
iCives oT female attraction, are a meek and 
irit, under pure relizious fenfe, i Pet. iii. i, &c. 
of ftrength and abilities would blufh to become 
prey to meir inferiors* Female virtues outlive 
t Pet. iii. $, 

: mercifui and beneficent man doeth an im- 1 7 
r good to hfs own foul ; but he that is 
to the real poor^ at the very infiant trou- 
liTS own \ flfeflu 

uunce and crueltyv A generous praStee takes its 
iding from mercj^ Ads xx. 35, Such compqffion 
rbe repreflfed' by ftupidity, or frequent cruel afts. 
iegree of mutual reliefy. to weep with them that 

fore broken in pieces^ P/hh ii 9. f- Others y as 
ipitu extort plunder^ compare jfob xxxvL 7. — xv» 2fi-r. 
mi. 14. ^. 1[. Put /off the 'whole man^ 

il 3 
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weep. Power to do good is the . faiglieft fnfhgfisMM 
the great. This is the mod refined TTTlnpninnfiMfc.'^ 
Such are feldom k^t without a coxnj>eteiicy, or ai^H 
friends, Matth. v. 7. Pfal. xli. i, &c. Ifa. Ivin. 11, M.' 
People have exK)ugh, who have fomething to dybihni 
to the unfortuaate. R. •* 

Gram, Lordi that jcvery one who is named ^ '^ 
Chrj/if may depart from that iniquity which is in 
u ijh their proA;i!ion ; and that all fuch may be 
of thee> 9ur Cod^ as mankfefted to them hx the ~ 
fcn. .^^ 

1 8 The wicked In gjeneraJ worketh with nm^ 
labour 2L dccciiful work even for Aim/elf; }ai^ 
to him that foweth liberal righteouinefii^ 
fliall be a {xxre/cfisfying reward,* 



i 



LileraBty and injuftice. A complete rfghtcoos cfa: 
r«ki^er is to know and do what jilmigbiy itn/e faatlklea| 
fit to enjoin. They partake of one bleifed nature. .X.' 
wicked courfe of life, only promises what it cannot M| 
form, Job V. 3. &c. xii, ice. Whatever is &]& luVM 
foundation. 

19 As benevolent rij^hteoufnefs tendctb tdi. 
life of admirable enjoyment ; fa he thax purfiptflr 
evil, purfucth it to his own fp/ritual andftit* 
Iq/iing death. 

Rigbteoufnefs and wee. Canfe and efie^ arc cIoftcf|| 
joined. Gal. vi. 6, 7. Wicked nwrth is fucceeded M 
vloubk darknefs, like a fudden blate of thorns. 4h 
Souls, in their prefent infant (late (houldbe preparedJbr 
a fuccefCve unfolding of intelligence, and happinefi. jI^ 
Trud righteonfiiefs perfeveresto the end* 

20 They that are of a froward dccetfful hearts- 
arc abomiiiaiion it/elf ta the all-perfect Ldrd} 

f 1'lc Helre^tL cordis often ufedfor Itiercy, PJah ti^ 
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h» are' upright iir their wajr tfbeha- 
re \A» amftani delight. 

)e^bi mid f t ow ar d. They who have bad ends» 
(ers at heart oS Almigbij God. The- fincere ne- 
ne to appear above what they really are. 
the world know them not» the/ (halt be made 
>tis hereafter* 

. all be hi our Unei^ God^ what wc are by our 
• that we may not mifreprefent our religion, 
onour 9ur Sawmr, by any contrary and hnmo- 
ces whatever^ Mkid us of the fhortnefs ani un- 
ofthne; of the boundlefs duration and vafl im- 
of eternity ; that^ wc may make thofe thinzs our 
ind delight in this world, which we (hall hnd in 
ell periedion, in that world which is to come. 

igh hmd join in hand, to make apow- 21 
njederacy^ the wicked fliall not in the 
left unpunifliei ; but the feed of the 
ms, as well as ibemjelves^ (hall be complete^ 
ered. 

of'oirttie and vice. Who can (land before Godf 
is angry, and profper ? Crimes increafnig with 
r, entail greater and more laftmg wretchednefs» 

I, 2. 
\ in us, Lord^ a veneration of thofe precepts 
noral law, which are entirely agreeable to the 
^e<ftions f Abandon us not, myi merciful Crea^ 
lie grand extremity, fl-om the fountain of all 
onlign us not to the torments of a guilty and 
ted confcience ; exclude us not from all that is to 
d and defired ; condemn us not eternally into 
ch is moil to be (hunned and dreaded i 

mftemly as 2, precious ]q\vz\ of gold /f/ in «2 
wing fwine'.s fnout ; fo is a fair looking 
1 which is without difcretion infpeech 

iWce. 
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Female ind^cretion Beauty, like Other pAsfvidcntnl V 
TOurs, may be abufed. That wMch incKcates xneatiL 
qualities, ought to captivate moft, 2 Tim. iL 9. Pet '£ 
3. CorporeS ieautier fckde, whereas thole of tbf: t^^ » 
creafe, £ocL viii. i» i 

23 The prevailing defirc of the righteous w 
only towards good ; but the criminal aims ani 
expedation of the wicked /r^/» tbi^ey nfimi, 
ta ijfue in fore wrath. j 

£^39 of virtue and vice. AH vrSk then- owH 
tage ; but too often ufe Trnproper means. Falfihi 
violence and other vices, rarely fucceed in theu' " 
Fear of wrath, embitters their bcft external c 
fbmces. They are haunted with fecret invifible iurioB ' 

24 There is to be met with one that fcatteredi. 
his judicious alms^ znd yet increafeth the mwtjj^. 
and there is to be met with alfo^ one that, fr0 

fordid avarice^ withholdeth from the "^ 
more than is meet, but it tendeth ti 
time to abjeil povcrty.r 

UberaEty and penury. Maxims of generous vhtlKt.JljK 
not comprehenuble by the bulk of mankind* FaTr* *" * 
divine promifes, clears up the mind The Rkrai 
from unntcejfdruu A fpecial promidence watches over 
perfons and families ; and their end is everlafting weaUv 
Gal. vi. 9, lo. 2. Cor. tx. 7. £ccL xi. 2^ &c* Rea^ 
and nature are eafily fupplied. ' ^ 

25 The liberal aSlng fouF ffiall be made M \ 
with comforts ; and he ihaXftafotkibfy wateret& 
ethers^ in their drought of dijirefs^ Ihall be wa- 
tered alfo bimfelfjir many generations. 

Llhendity. One truly generous is inquiiitive afttF* 
need, to givt relief. ver» i. B^ Almfgiving is aa ci» 
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ent of good underftanding and pieTf. It it vnt* 
with joyous reflexions ; and is often fet by the 
^ far above want, Eccl. xi. i, &c. Be like GuJ^ 
I his fbady to numbers, Pikl. crii. 7* 8» Fear of 
need ought not to bind up our hands. Benevo- 
snlarges with pradlicc. Ads x. i, ^Cc. 2 Cof. is. 



that infeafoni of fcarciiy withholdeth 26 
%ry corn for fake of a greater pricCy x}\6 
e/toM /ufferingj^zW curfe him j and noi^ 
Ufefe£t\ but rich permanent bleflings (hall 
pon the head of him that favaturably 
[1 it. 

iTf ami exioriion. They who detain what is aao- 
cannoty in God'i Jight^ give a mite of t»tm». Pull 
ick the morfel fVom an hungry mouth. The Cry 
iajuredy doth enter into the ears of the Lord if 
h^ Jam. ^ 5, &c. ModanOe profits^ taken in rest> 
f icarcity, is great alnu. The bleflings of pious 
de aire feccmded' from abbve, Pfai; cxii. f, dEC. 
iiu 5, 6. 

that diligeotly feeketh anoHjer^s gfiod 27 
ireth favour from God and man ; but he 
feeketh mifchief with like indtffiry^ it . 
ajfuredlj corrte unto him. 

rftoUrue and ernehy. Cheerfully welcome-every call 
leficencc ; and weary not, from thcfir frtqucncy. 
the narrow paflions, which caufe many jnft foes, 
i. 10. None are fo eruel^ as tliey who are uncho' 
upon pretence o{ reUgm, , 

that, regardkfs of what is due to otberr^ 28 
!th in the greatnefs of his riches for defence 
certainly fall j but the equitable kind rigjh- 
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teous (hall flourifli as a hviinchy ftondfifif «n 
merom lifeful fruits. 

Thi ufe andJahafe of riches. Pbwer from wtalth fhosU^ 
appear with fpirit in defence of the injured. . Prmd^ 
laid low, doth not foon rife again ; but like the bUAel 
leaf, doth wither and die. Confidence in m)eckh (hav 
Up the bowels oi compajjion^ Prov. x. 15. 

BlefTed be thy nanrie, Gody vrixo haft ntiade us men tv 
be happy, by the fatisfa<ftion arifing from the exerci^ # 
goodnt is; without which w£ mud be miferaUe as ]' 
devil is, by malignity, depravation and degeneracy 
vice, which is a feparatlon from and.enxmty againft "ffil; 3 
ehitfgood! 'i 

ap He that troubleth the people rf his oifi'^ 
houfe, fliall inherit overthrowing wreichednij^ 
as from the Jiormy wind : and the very fool "* 
time^ fhall be degraded like a bcnd-tervzat^ 
the more wife, meek and peaceable of heart. 



DomeJUc troul^k. Idlenefs, with want of < 
lead to cruel, unnatural habits of temper ; which 
houfehold cafe, ver. 17. Winter ftorms pierce 
deep. The proudeft tyrants have fallen into the wA 
abjed flavery. .^^vl. 




3 o The natural fruit of the righteous mild iwiri 
is like a tree of life, for beauty and pn^ *f 
and he that thus winneth fouls oiver U iMr . 
ownbefi intereji is wife^ m like manner iohefi 
them* 

Mildnefs. Pious virtue is a fweet, lading and ntcSA 
Jruit-hearer, Jam. iii. 1 3, &c. In /i/r, this prevents mo^ ' 
evil : and is generous after deaihy Dan. xii. 3. Phrr. & 

* Others^ for it (OtraSeth the admiration of the «^ 
Gen. it, 9. J^^ 
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The converfion of the wicked is to be fought} and 
their appUmfe, 

flaife our apprehenfions, LorJ^ anJ dcfires above 
things that are here below ; und^Hx tiiem upon the 
ginal of our being, and the objctft . f our happineis ; 
It \vc may be fully fatisficd in our reafun, that our em- 
yment about thee is our highelt elevation, and fpecial 
afure, and that our religion is the foundation of tliat 
:uriar delight, which confunanoate is our heaven. 

Behold, the righteous* when mperfcSlions 31 
\mre it^ fliall be rccompenfcd with cbaji'tfc* 
mti9 in the earth : much more iremtndoujly 
ereforey the wilful wicked, and the BbJiinaU 
mer. 

JMme recampences. The natural produce of fmaller 
riU (erve to corre^ themfelves, Heb. xii. 5, &c. A 
ire proof of greater and more lading vengeance againft 
[emfiemiettt^ i Pet. iv. 17, 18. 

Satisfy, God^ the reafon of our minds, by the truth 
" things, and by the declarations of thy holy word, that 
( we were made for happinefs, fo it is only by our like- 
A to thee, in truth, and righteoufnefs, and goodnefs, 
laC we can be happy ; and therefore, as we naturally 
od neceflarily defire happine/s, fo we muft rationally, 
nd judicioufly feek after it, by refcmblance of, and em- 
itoyment about, and participation from thee J 



N4..4 i4 .4-4 -4 -4 -4^ ►■•>•■»-►"► »-»■ >- 



CHAP. XII. 

HOSO loveth the means g/'inftrucHon, i 
loveth prefervalive knowledge ; but 



w 



♦ Orjimphfi the righteous u rewarded upon the earthy much 



f4 PROVERSS. Cbflp. XIL 

he thlt hateth reproof, and thus ■avdklitblm j 
hefijriends^ is, and mud abide brutiOi. 

InflruSitm and reproof, Honeft advice is kind, and tk ' 
^grateful receiver of it, is already made better to a goqi ^ 
degree. He invites like good offices. Love of /rvM ' 
iknowkdgi znuft rejoice under its gracious efieos. TJT 
iiand upon the defence of what is wrong argues an i^ 
curable ftate, Matth. vii. 6. Love itfelf muft girt 
them over. 



A good intending man obtaineth favo^ 
the Li)Fci : but a man of wicked, though -pl j 
^Kiecutedj devices will he condemn. * 

Good and evil intentions. The generous at heart ew 
.combat meafures of vice. They are alfo prevailnj|^- 
fet upon wh^t is right; till, if pgiSble, they beotfM^ 
imafiers of it. Occafions and means of uff Silnffii^ 




peculiarly blcfs them. Such are tliC'beft iipages oTi 
upon earth ; and undoubted obje^ls of his compkcot 
regards. They enjoy the world, and yet are B^^ 
flaved by it. But how can the felf condemned wkiv 
be eafy I Luke xii. 47. Knaves in bufinefs are jnm- 
than robbers 

3 Let a man think and devi/e. as he may^ he ftaH 
not be eftabllihed /// profitable credit by J$ J 
fuccefsful wickednefs ; but the deep fixed rooll 
of the righteous iliall not be moved by blatt 
of any kind, 

EJfdls of ri^hieouftiefs and vice. Methods of violenCB 
tind fraud, feldom raile thofe who pra(5lile them aboif^ 
dependance. Their pofTefTions arc prccai ious, and the^ 
lelves bated. Plain honefty rifes to a noble yigor^H 
(lem, verdure and iruitfulnefs are its ufual honours. TSic 
profperity cf the wicked is all in appearance, PfaL Luiii* 
■18^ &c. 
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irtuoiis frugal wotnan is like a crown 4 
am^ni to her qffeWonate hufband : but 
X by wqfteful hnm^deji methods^ makcth 
d, IS a nigh difgraceful curfe U bim^ even 
inch in his bones. 

good and bad Condancy and difcreet managc- 
e (hming female honours, and produdtlve of 
meftic bias. Ncceflary fubfiftence fquandcrcd, 
»aanfiil mutual altercation. Pure religious love 
cares, and heightens upright joys, marriages 
re (ecular motives, have much to dread from 
ifamy, with domeilic uneaitnefs. Previous 
jid prayer, are due to the choice of a wife. 

'uery* thoughts of the righteous are 5 
before an all-feeing God ; but the coun- 
the wicked I though fpeciousy zr^ found 
'del deceit, in the end. 

his good anil had. In the eye of heaven, men 
nrhat they prevailingly think of, and defign, 
.23. A good man rejoiceth under new and 
ight. To hate vain thoughts demonflrates ex- 
31 character, Matth. v. 8. — 12. 

words of the wicked arc often tofeduce 6 

lie in wait for the Jhedding of innocent 
but the mouth of the upright, when 

1 to, {hall deliver thcn^ from fuch hideous 



good ami had, A heart full of the world, ftands 
ig. Goodnefs employs itfelf much for the iafe- 
lers, Job xix. ii, &c. Language fhould be 
I great caution. 

cy,/clemes, dejigns^ptans^ Prov. xix, 21, — xx, tS,£f, 
'mdf either by frauds or violence^ io injure, 

1 
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f The wicked are often \fuddenly overthniwn 
and are not fit to rife again ; but the houffi 
as well as the ptrjin of the righteous fhap 
fland kngjccure. 

EJeSs of rigbteoufaffi and ^ue. Their ficvation mal 
be dangcrcuily totter ir.g, whom GoUf and his beft friends 
are united wgaind. The cruel have been kacnmt.A: 
many cafes, to deliver themfelves up to juftice. Fair: 
honcfl means are naturally exalthig, and have adcliticul 
divine fopports, Prov. x, 25, 30. ..; 

Let all the Tinners of the world, Lord, comply w/fi: 
the iiifdom of the juft, and fo become good ; and let.w 
eood men daily become better ; that every one may |sr 
m his prc'portion to one anotlier, what God in perfraioa 
is to us all, good and beneficent ; and that all fraud ani 
violence nuiy ceafc, and be abhorred, as what is umc^ 
fonablc and linnatural. : \ 

8 A man fhall be commended, according W 
his proven pra^ical wifdom ; but he that is dP 
a/tf/y^ pervcrfc heart, whilii he affeSls high k^: 
ncficial knowledge^ (liall be defpifeay^r bis mad^ 

felt inconjijicnces. 

ProB'tced knowledge. The objeAs of genuine -wifiiaiBl 
are juft ends, with fair means. Tlie very worft fti^ t 
time may be well fpoken of ; but when found out, Aey 
Wiethe more defpilcd. From the principle^ we sire to' 
judge. Do not luddenly condemn, Matth. vL i,&€*. .. 

9 He that is dcfpifed in a virtidgus condiim 
from malicious envy^ and hath a lervant for dt» 
fending him^y is better, and more likely to bf,-. 

i Some nvQuld tranflatty look round for the wickd^ lehoU! 
they are no more, //. 2 Kings v. 26. * Others widerfimid 
iti fervent to hinifclf ; or obRged perfonally to officuUe^ Ga. 
xh, 13. //. 
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f^ th;in he that proudly • honourcth 
F, nnd yet^ fr§m his evil pr apices y licketh 
y bread itfelf. 

tmatiom. Some Jo whit they cun, to debafc the 
from their want of oiiiwarJ appcirance. Their 
let, however, is infinitely preferable to vanity 
ttmals, Prov. xi. 29. Thole who are moJeil 
t comfortably through life. 

Id righteous man f regardeth withpro- \ o 
sntion the life of his bead ; hut what 
move the tender mercies of the wick- 
5 often accompanied wiib defperate cruel 



fi and crueby. True ju/ttce comprehends in it 
al g9od fidiure. Infinite w^dom hath fubordinat- 
beafts to man, for mutual advantage. Increafe 
neceflary troubles. Be not tyranis hutfroieaon, 
I labour them according to ftrength. From ua- 
(s to hntfts^ cruelty to men is a common eafy 
L From fuch a habit, few people become JthuL 

hat regularly tilleth his land, fliall be 1 1 
;tisfic \ with thf needful fujierionce of 
but he that neglefting bufincfs^ follow- 
n idle diJfAute perfons, \^ foon feen^ from 
\eruing wants ^ to. be void of ufeful under- 

g 

y and uUenffs, An inclination to eat, and not 
ids to become cruel. Spendihrifts cannot be 
1 ; and foon harden even to fights of mifer}'. 
nature are on the fide of diligence. The de- 
uch* are duly moderated, Hufbandry is the 

naketb afoeiv. IL f See PfaL u 6. Prov* nu 1 7, 

I a 
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prime, and moft necelTaiy of all occupations Hux 
aind therefore put for tlicm, Gkn iiL ig. £ph. iv. 2 

1 2 The wicked per/on behaves as onsf wh^ 
fireth to be caught in the pejiive net of 
men, for fpeedf hurt ; but the root of 
righteous, like that of a tree in good eulth 
foil^ yieldeth plenty of excellent fruit. 

The righteous and wcked* Thoie who arc faithf 
office, do greatgood to mankind, as well as to then 
are higheft. Tnc wicked weave out of their own < 
mg bowels, what may enfhare and prove pcmii 
The unfufpedling, too,, are fometimes caught by 
fubtile arts. Extenfively good people hold their 
able places fureft, Prov. iii. 35. 

13 The wicked /n^ii, with alibis craft j is uj 
fiiared at la/i^ by the tranfgreifion of his 
lips ; but the juft, though leafed for a iime^ ; 
come * honourably out of his trouble. 

Speech well or ill u/eif. Severe lying words con 
the wicked's net. Self-contradidions, howevcfs di 
ferably ezpofe him. On the other hand, good rq 
tion eftabUfhes with inquiry. Matters of faft ro 
only a clear nervous brevity. R^ Secret fnares arei 
,to be dreaded than open enmity^ 

14 A man f (hall be highly fatisfied with g 
done by the fruit of his mouth, and the 
compence of a man^s n§ lefs generous hai 
fhali much more be rendered unto him. 

Beneficence of word and deed. Kind advice ma 
of long fervice. The delights of the charitable are 
and laifting. Tears, and words of fympathy themf< 

* Never he entangled, f Or men^ Pfal, IxxUi. 5. 
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»re ftrecr. PLetums of j^'atif idc are frequent, b'Jt thsfe 
of future recoxnpeace, botli ni.'>re cert.iiii and Uurablc. 

The way of a wickeJ fool is right in his 15 
own eyc», anri ieads to fure affl:6ti$ns ; but he 
thit hearkenetb Mnio friendly counfel is fuc^ 
t^ijully wife. 

Self'co/ueil. They who fnfpc^ their own jiidgements 
Ipift, are in gre:iteft don^cT ; and mod impatient of 
irince. Matth. vii. 6. Thole who difpute for vi»flory 
B»ht to trctnblc. IV idential condiKft is the praife of 
Iwom. V^ice k the greateil of all follvy Rom. viix. 7. 
JUiB.iii. 19. 

kpaflionate fool's wrath is prcfcntly known 16 
jfrwft his ow'ifad fttfferings ; but a calm prudent 
ban* covereth //i^/2?J{hame. 

ffafiy tempers. The raOi kindle at once, ami are dif^ 
(raced by their own ridiculous words and deeds. Servants 
hemfelves fee and delpife this. To iliHe the marks of 
idtgnation keeps up influence. Wrath is a fliort^ di^ 
[racing madnefs, i Tim. ii. S. 

Hef that /wv^r/^zi/y fpeaketh truth (hew- 17 
th forth righteoufnefs, in one of its moji necef- 
arj branches ; but a falfe witnels again/i others^ 
htb great hurt by deceit. 

• Truth and fa\feh99d: Truth is the bond of focitty. 
iidjcial te(linionies in particular, ought to he free, full 
k1 unambiguous. Partial truths and doubtful phrafcs> 
nd to miikad judges, Prov. vi. ij), PllJ xv. 2. 

There is that fpeaketh in malicious rage^ i3 

♦ Si^meth ignorant of an t^ffront,^ f The truth wiHajult 
m declare^ andjpeai out j but ajalfe tM^nefs wil/equivoctUf, 
a. xli. a* !£• 

13 
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what is like the mortal piercings of a'fword; 
but what iffuesfrom the tongue of the hmf^ 
volently wile f , is produ£tive of pltafwrt % 
health. *c 

Rage and fihriety. The name of a man is Ui tjie^ 
Matth. V. 2i» 22. Sweeten or cure if poffiUc^ di 
wounds of falfehood, Pfal. cxxxiii. i, ftc — Ui. 2. 

1 9 The lip of beneficial truth \ (hall be 
bliOicd /ii credit for even hut. a lying 
^/(^ tongue is but for a moment.. 

Truth and lying. Truth is uniformy inflexible ind 
nothing to fear. SelEih and party views, are dani 
to this. Name and property are never fafe with 
Time is fatal to lying. Reputation Udwn is fc 
mendable. 

,t 

20 Deceit is in the heart of them xhitdA 
berately imagine cvil§, along with others \ bulti 
the ingenuous affeilionate counfellors of peac& 
is fublinie joy. " j' 

Ingenuity and deceit. Some natures take pleafuie fl\ it '-. 
fenfion ; and (ludy for that purpofe. Solicitudis ^pUI 
difcovery haunt fuch clofe^ Generous delight is efjOr <tt . 
the rife. Harmonifts breathe in fweet air. Thej ilt 
IVeet in tbemfelves, and greatly pleafe, Matth. T. 9* - 

Bring all mankind, Lord^ to the right underfiandifl| 
of -thee, and of themfelves, that they may not waurier 
from the truth, thiough tlie ignorance, and error of diftf 
niinds ; but having the direSion of true religions ^^ 
may live according to it ; and in all their adfcions, ftf^ 
forth the divine virtues of him, who hath called them (Ml 
ol durkuefs, to his marvellous light* 

^ Or healetb* H. X h e^terfiiady^ > Cbran* xvr. ja W* 
ji Or, dijhpj^intedjhail be tbar kopa^ 'who prinatdy fm0^ 
quurrtls i butjoyjhall they have, who per/uadr to feate^ S 
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There Ihall no evil happen to the bencvo- 2 1 
ni juft, wbicb it is po//ible for his friends to 
ford €ff\ but the cruel lying wicked (hall be 
Bed with the miferable fruits of their own niif- 
hief. 

Bauvoknee and enuky. Good-will to mankind is glo- 
louflj prefervative. Overwhelming ruin is the native 
fk& of obftinate malicious guilt. 

Lying lips, above mofi other crimes^ are abo- 2 2 
mtnation to the Lord : but they that deal 
fcrnly in tlnir words and contrails^ are his pecU'- 
for delight. 

. Tne andfaife deaRng. No devout pretences can make 
up. for want of truth, Pfal. xxiv. 3, 4. Mic. vi. 9, lo. 
Words and actions ought ever to accord with convidlion. 
It if infeparable from a virtuous charaAer, to hate the 
oppofite vices. 

A prudent man concealetb knowledge, 23 
jnm modedy \ but the proud heart of fools 
fmvardly proclaimeth their foolilhnefs, to 
leneral cwtempt. 

TKod^ and pride. Humility and jrood underftandingy 
'Q&eiieft meet. Ufeful converfe ihould be - divided. 
What obfcures the modeft for a while will make them 
tnomph in the end» £ccl. z. 3. To referve ufeful 
Ipeech to die mod proper feafon is worthy of great 
iprufe. The chief parts of converfation, fhould be 
*'7itlded to thofe of iuperiox rank and knowledge. Hcd- 
' low velfels found loudeft. 

The hand of the diligent (hall exalt him to 24 
bear honourable rule ; but the felf-deceiving 
ilothful (hall be brought under vexatious tribute 
Ufuperiors. 
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Diligence andjloth. Honed a(7tdm^ in yonth^ nuloei 
future days both creditable and ufefuL Offices of dM 
tia<ftlon are generally held by meriti Prov.. ^ 4^ J?? 
xlviii. lo. liKlolence degrades to feivitudej^' b^*l 
fraud, difcord, efieminacy, and all the focial evuik Jc .**, 

25 Ileavinefs in the heart oi a fnan, inakedi! 
it to (loop from the Jight and obfervatm^tf! 
others 'f but a good con/oling word mik'cttVilt^ 
glad, and wUlmg ts declare the fame. . ^^.fl, 

Joy and heavineft. Great compaffion is- due tq^ 
wounded- fpir it. A word at times may be of uie«'f 
xli. 13. Hab. i. 16. Perfuafive fofteniags fbrer^ J 
diforder ihay be foimd in fcriptare. 

26 The* righteous is more excellent pf\ 
ture^ than his impious unju ft neighbour;" 
the way of the carelef% wicked fedaiceth choiiP^ 
by mere Jhadows of things defirable. :M 

!|| 
Righteous excellence^. Eren the wicked feitfredy^ 
noble beneficent virtue. An hi&rior objeA pu 
• finks the foul to proportionable meannefs. Their prii^ \ 
ciples and works are built upon error. Trujh recdiev '. 
into the mind by knowledge, and conviiftion, becoOMt 
one with it ; being to the man what underdanding^B t» 
rational agents, a vital operative principle, to choice 
a£fe6tions and condu(fL 

27 The f flothful man roafteth not that whick 
he took in hunting, like another who foreffM 
the painful difgrace rf want ; but the well ean^ 

♦ Ory a jufl man gmncth pre-eminence over bis neigbbtmrt 
iiii the path if the KMcked leadetb him qftray* f Rather 9 
plunderer t a Kings xm. 23. Jer. v. 27. iVvvw x.- t^^ 
til. 6. H^ 
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! fubftance of a diligent man is precious to 
joy. 

Indu/hy andidknefi. Regular employment renders lir- 
g cmliKtble and beneficial. It (lands in need of no 
trtful meaflires for maintenance. An upright pur* 
afe can be looked upon» and doth not upbraid ; nor 
th ibon -fail, Dan. iii 7. 

In the way of uftful righteoufnefs is ilje 28 
\te enjoyment cff^ life; and in tht fure path-way 
£reof, there is no death of faculties y nor 
' Ueadfa/l rational blifs. 

HepfMefi in virtue. Godlinefs is for mod part flic- 
Um; and qnalified to yield- coniblations under trou- 
tt Deut. xxjciii. 6. Defire of happinefs is the moving 
ting of man's heart. The divine laws are not chains 
' letter us, but wings to raife us up to heaven. R> 
Gmt, GoJt that thoroughly acquainting ourfelves 
ch the rules and meafures, the ftandard and eiemplar 
oor doty ; the temper of oar mind^ may be fully re- 
adied unto the praAice of obedience ; that .the joy of 
r ibnls may be 10 it> and our whole man harnu)ni;&e 
erewith! 
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CHAP. Xlll. 

4 Wife rejpe^ful fon hcareth with due i 
■\, care his affeilionate father's inftruc- 
m; but a profligate fcorner heareth not 
ib patience evenfeafonable rebuke. 

^ Some hut the hye-way leadeth unfa deaths Job xxviii, 7. £t^ 
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Fifial ihay. To i)>e«ik and aA under proper mlcs dot 
termincs the happinefs of life. They who undervaliK 
wholefome couhfel are next to hopelefs, Matth. tilw 
Inferiors, from years and esperience» need to be ofifll 
and tenderly advifed, Pfal. cxix. 9. A -vftcked maiiSf 
reafon fervcs only to contradi<5l his defires* without bcinj[ 
abU to corredl them. His plcafiires are deceitful ; h| 
pains real ; his hopes diforderly and treacherous^ Jfl^ 
Prov. Fx. 8, 12. I Kings i. 6. j 

A man Ihall ea:t what is good, by 
gentle fruit of his mouth ; but the Aungry 
oi x\\^ perfidious tranfgreffors^j^w* rqfl» ' 
fhall eat with grief the effeSls of bis violtni^^ 

Speech proper and improper. . A foft anfwer ^^ 

warm benencent friends, Pfal. xxxiv. ii, 5:c. Snchl}.^ 
have neither good words to take or giye» are in. a f 
truly deplorable. 

He that keepcth his mouth yrfl« wArtjl 
provoking^ keepeth one 9/^ his be/i comforts in Im^ 
but he that openeth wide his lips, to 
wiihout advifementy* fliall hzve/ureand bii 
deftru&ian. 

Tongue to he governed. Temptations to rafk \0^ 
fill fpeech are frequently Jam. iii. 2, &:c. A chief Tide 
of prudence is to fpeak little with others, and muA' 
with ourfelvcs. Jam. i. 21. 

\ The foul of the fluggard dcfireth what lij^ 
has not afuitablefpirit to aSlfor^ and hath nek 
to nothing necejfary ; but the foul of the All- 
gent to contrive and execute^ (hall be made &t 
from abundance* ' 

* Or, let him dread eviL 
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Diligence andJloiL Few vices wafte fo murli as idle- 
Is. Keen appetite often riles with it. To li.cn J iiprm 
rroving is certain ruin, Prov. xiv. 23. In lonie few 
fes the laws of nature may be overruled, for trying 
iC benevolence of rtliers. 

A righteous man hateth the bnie rcpAircc of 5 
'ing ; but a'/i?//^ wicked man U t-^on nndered 
>athlbme, and cometh x.o puutu Ihanie. 

Truth and lymg. Where people are averfe to work, 
Jthcr than ftarve they make ufe of vile deceitful arts, 
^rpv. zxx. I, &c. To magnify the value of what we 
cQand underate what we defign to purchafe, is bafe, 
atefoli oppreilive. Money is trajhy compared >%tth 



'Unvarying righteoufnefs keepcth him that 6 
Is upright in the way of preferment and cafe ; 
!?ut wickednefs overthroweth the difmgenuous 
inner. 

^^Vfrighnifs. When once a perfbn has acquired the 
habit of juftice ; he is fecure in virtue, with all its pre- 
cicos effedls. Vicious nicafures do thwiut each other, 
to ezpofure and ruin, Pruv. xii. 9. — xL 24, 25. 

There ib that make th • himfelf rich,/^r a 7 
vMi by fraud and opprejfion^ytx. hath nothing 
e^e long ; there is, on the othtr handy that 
Diakelh himfelf poor, for the good of others^ 
yet haih great internal riches, and not unfddom 
the bleffing of outward opulence like wife. 

Bemefitence and avarice. Splendour is a frequent co- 
vering to wretchednefs ; whereas, godlinefs with con- 

• t?r, ihat pretend tq le rich^ nvhilft fame pretend /• he 
fccr. H 
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tentxnent is great gain. Aims oalj feem to diniiiiik 
ftores. 

8 The * ranfoin of a wicked man's life frm 
punijhment^ are bis corrupting riclies ; but the 
innocent poor hcareth not rebuke it/elf, 

Firhte and vice compared. Before the bar of eqnitji 
there is no refped of perfons. Sudden and large eftm 
proToke inquiries to fuppiefs them. They are hapfkl 
"v^iio need rebuke leaft. . Keep defires within due boiipfc' 
Poverty fecures againft reproach and envy. 

9 The profperous light of the well knonvn nfj^ 
tcous rcjoiceth in clearnefi ; but the higlMni 
i;i^ lamp of the fraudulent wicked, lhal]yii|r 
be put out. 

Succeffes of good and had compared* Juftice concHittBi^ i 
increanng regard, Prov. iv. i8. A liidden blaze Qlte| 
prefages fudden extindlion. The fchool of rdiMil 
makes people agreeable and polite. R. Pride little tfainll ^ 
of its own defers, and dwells much upon thole of ctfaqilr^ 

lo Only by rajh arrogant pride, even after iwttJ* _ 
CDunfel^ comcth contention ; but with tie 
well advifed part of mankind, is quiet orJtrlj 
wifdoni. 

Advlfallenefs and pride, A bad temper is frau^ ' 
with dillurbancesy and is too vain to amend. 71k: 
humble are ever open to counfel. Thofe who qnanfUj 
oft fliould fufpe^fl themfelves, Matth. v. 5. Pride It J 
hatefully unjuft to God and man, Zeph. ii. lo, &&*^ 
Pfal. X. 2. 

II Wealth gotten hy fraudulent vanity fliaU J 
be foon diminifhed ; but he that gachereth 1 

* Orfcreen^ Gen, v. 14. '"^ 
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hontji ibmgh flower degrees^ (hall increafe to 
2/ extent. 

Ucbei^ latvfid and unlawful Sudden falls from fud- 
wicked riies are frequent. Comfort and quictncfs 
large increafe. Choofe an honeft calling, and adapt- 
abilitiesy £ph. iv. 28. 

tlopc of future good^ when long deferred from 1 2 
ijingy maketh the heart more lick, than if 
^e bad been no reliance at all ; but when the 
rf? ofdeSiTQ Cometh to be pojfejed^ it \%^for 
wutb and beauty^ like a * tree qf life. 

fafcm They manage well for eafe, who wifely regu- 
i their expectations from worldly things. Nature 
atisfied with a little ; whereas faru:y is boundlefs. Be 
: impatient of matters uncertain, Gen. xlv. 26, Live 
eternity. 

Ve render our humble acknowledgements, and thankf- 
ings to thee, God, for that thou haft made us capa- 
of the ereateft happincfs ; and that thou haft afTured 
]f that nappinefs, upon our repentance, by the decla- 
on of thy will, and the blood of tliy fon ! 

Whofo defpifeth the divine word fhall be 1 3 
ever deftroyed ; but he that fearcth to 

mfgrefj the commandment (hall be reward- 
vdth peace unfpcakable. 

The 'tvord of God. The more that people are unpu- 
led in this life, the greater will be their puniftiment 
eafter. In what is commanded, we ought ever to 
ard iht fupreme authority. To know the relations and 
erences of things, is truth ; and to adl according to 
Te, is virtue. R. 

Jleffed be thou, God, who haft defigned that by the 
fHce of fobriety, righteoufnefs and godlinefs, our ica- 

* Or the tree of life in /faradife, 
K 
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fonable facalties fhoiild be exercifed, aad improvrd, A 
fpiritiial and heavenly (late fhoiild be fenlcd» and ete 
blilhed ; our natures and our anions regulated- ani 
fandified. 

14 The law of the wife from /cri^ure^ is a/«n 
undecaying fountain of h{q>fy life; kwUn^H 
depart trom the deceitful fnares of ite^ 
death. ■ •'« 

Lift and dttttb. thd's rules are tranfcrihed froiitil 
own all perfed excellence. To obey them is to bottkft 
at once noble and blefled. Principles and motives Ik 
vice, require being vamifhed, in order to deceive.' 'M 
ligion is a fcience that dilates the hearty and fills it wdl 
god4ike fentiments; a fcience which Gtt/only rcvtiditf 
pure minds. R. 

15 Good praQical underftanding * gtvethlti 
vour in the eyes of all; but the way oiuH^ 
caprtcious tranfgreffors is hard to endurtk ^ 

Ftme. Known wife principles lead to what ii Mtl 
fafe and pleaikig. We are fure where to find a pate 
who adls upon them. Axioms repeated often, evincl' 
their importance, and owght deeply to aflFed. 

May the knowledge, Gody we have of thee, aadof 
ourfelves, reconcile the reafon of our minds to the vtsst 
iity of our duty, and be the effedual recommendation rf 
it : that we may live religioufly, out of the fuUefl conVsOki: 
and fatisfadion, that everlafting righteoufnefs is as ne-. 
ceffary to us, as what is moft natural and peculiar to 
man. 

16 Every prudent man dealeth with previm 
knowledge, of ivhat he is about to manage $ 
but a ioo\ from ignorance^ layeth open his folly 
to contempt and ridicule. 

* Or in^iwms manners^ Prov. xL 3, 6. Deut* hmu 4. 
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ttrndJoUy. \v is ail c/Tenttal requiTite in pru- 
£bre&e and avoid evils. Icpiorance is froward. 
:bii\gs need not be toll either altogether, or all 
yet Ibriiit troth fhoulJ be obierved, ch. xii. 23. 

eked, * JloibfuU or evil deftgning meflcn- 1 7 
eth into mifchicf: but a faithful exe' 
mbailiidor, is /Ure health botb to bimfelf 

TTT good and had* Sverj degree of trad re* 
lentiooL, and honed diligence. Mifunderftand- 
uptures come of unfaithfulneis, and provoke all 
L Regular expe^ed accompli (hments bj in- 
:ld good healthful Ipirits. The mean of a na- 
)e» win alfo be certain of its love. 

rty and (hamfi (hall be to him that re- 18 
ij^, feajhnahle ioftruftion ; but he that 
th reproof, rather ihw to live under 
lall be honoured at lati. 

m and rtproof, Honfift poverty is re^pec- 
tliat from idknefs and extravagance is 
Attend to fecret warnings. Take with juft 
snt. 

lawful earneji defirc accompliffaed is 19 
) the labouring foul ; but it is abomi- 
to Jluggardly riotous fools, to depart 
firuiling evil. 

and dWi^e/tce. All would be happy, but few 
; fober, righteous and godly way which lead- 
,s. Habits of vice triumph over wife defires 

us not, Lardy to continue, and to increafc 

a lymg meffenger bringeth hi to i^c^ltr,, emigre 
u 15* Dan. KU 12. H» 

K 2 
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our incapacity for thee, by the pradice rf tddk wkfaf 
nefs as is inconfiftent with thy nature and fayour ; ttar 
knowing where our true and only felicity doth coail| 
we may reafon ourfelves out of love to thofe ftmk 
gratifications, which arc below the excellency of (#, 
being, and contrary to the proper exercife of our ftcat 
ties, and ufe of ourfelves. 

20 He that walketh familiarly with wife, ^ 
tuous men, fhall be wife in time even as tiff 
are ; but a familiar • companion of viM 
fools, (hall be broken to pieces and defirojcl 
nvith them. 

FamiUars. A chief expedient for becoming]^ 
to be intimate with thofe whofe prefence is a leiTon | ut 
their difcourfe much more. They who bear with efi 
at firft will come to relifh it. Friendlhip, the greateftif 
all felicities, is hard to be met with. Fxailties eithercil 
It or difturb its harmony. R. ,A' 

21 Evil affli^ive circumjiance purfucth abankui^ 
ed finners ; but to the unfeigned righteoditf 
good/(?r both worlds (hall be repaid. ''• 

Virtue and vice. Unexpedlednefs doth greatly 
vate trouble ; and is the native produce of m 
crimes. The good of righteoufnefs is large and,«ip 
ftant, Pfal. xxxvii. 22, &c. Sinful pleafures ttt n»- 
mentary, mixed. 0/ 

22 A good charitable man not only hath ^o^ 
with tofatisfy him/elf but very often leavetli all 
inheritance to his children's children ; and 
the ill acquired wealth of the (inner is w^ 

frequently laid up for the yi^fucceffor. 

Ittduftriotts aconomyn There is a blefling of heaven io 
* Ory he thatfeedethfoolsJbaU he corrupted. If. 
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diljgmilJy jpiurch^fed treajfures. Prodigal heirs do often 
Iquander ; where;is thofe brought up under pious tuitioa 
Irov both JUow to live* and kt live* Job xxvii. i6» Sec. 
TfiStgintj i» one of our chief objeds, in whom we five 

Much fiecejfary food is in recompence tfxht 33 
JtafonaHe tillage of the poor : but • there is 
that of like fort is deftroyed for want of judge- 
ment bow and when io labour* 

'- Induflry ivith judgement. Diligence and frugality, are 
Ak two hands of fortune. Some are born to more than 
tbey are able to keep. Idlenefs argues want of under- 
Aa^ding. The rich ought to be God's faithful flewards. 

He th^itfrom indulgence fpareth his ccrre£ling 24 
wd hatetn in effeil his own fon : but he that 
wifefy loveth him, chafteneth him with mea* 
fure and betimqs. 

Pertntal cdrre3hn. It is prudent to begin children ear- 
l^tsknofw and obey. Check the fir it appearances of 
^Uf and encourage what is good. When underftand- 
it^ is weak, and fenfitive dedres (ironz, there is moft 
inedof diaftenin^. Ground muft be cleaned in order 
to become fruitful, Prov. i. 28, &c. 

The righteous eateth in moderation^ and yet 25 
ta the latisfying of his foul ; but the voracious 
Wly of the fen/ual wicked, fhall fuffer great 
vant. 

Moderation of appeiiu* Defires and incomes ought to 
ie proportioned. Honed induftry lives in much con* 
ent ; which b the trued happinefs, £ccl. xii. 1 3. It \% 

* Or, there an fame who 9 through Jlothy are br(^^gbi io 
tmtf Pre^0 #f. .4, 29.—^. 24 — ffiii. -J. H* 

S3 
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a fublime fcience to Rj all pleaAzres, which hyure at 
both mind and body. 

Above all things, Lordj fuffer not that whidi \ 
degeneracy and va^alage of fin, to be chofen by \ 
if it could afford any defirable pleafure, fince thoi 
ceitfiil pleafures end in torment, and fuch a delude 
«nds in death and deflrudion. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

1 Xp VERY wife frugal woman buildetli 
JCLi parts of a houfe; but the fooliihu 
plucketh it down as with both her unna 
hands. 

Wives y good and had. Much depends upon obferri 
lational duties. A wife's concern is chiefly d(» 
Tit. ii. 4, &c. Mates ought to draw as in one 
What a terrible vice to riot andlive with eafe Hp< 
flefh and blood of our own children. A chief i 
' iliould be had to pious and moral qualities in choic 
wife. 

2 He that walketh in his uprightnefs th 
Itfe^ giveih clear evidence that he fearetl 
Lord ; but he that is perverfe in his \ 
giveth no lefs certain evidence^ that he dcf| 
him at heart. 

Fear of the Lord. Devout principle is the moft 
conftant* and ftrong. Tfeey are ignorant of the 
who would reform the wicked without this regard 
jeds of fenfe require a powerful balance. Evil in< 
are various and uncertain. Cuftomary diflblutc 
viour, demonftrates an impious heart. 
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We have profanely neglected thee, GaJf and our- 
Ives ; not improvmg thofe faculties thou didil inveft 
I ^nth, nor uTmg them in fearch and inquiry after thee, 
K author of our being and object of our happinefs. 

In the mouth of the profane foolifli is a rod 3 
rf pride *, to punijh it/elf^ but the lips of the 
>fm wife fhall preferve them out of great mif 



G^nemmtnt of the tongue. Self-conceit negledls fupe- 
riors, and tramples upon inferiors. Strife indulged is its 
mm punifhment. Lips ezercifed to charity, are mod 
conciliating. Impious fentiments darken the mind, 
de&y confolation to the heart, and are deftrudive to fo- 
dety, Matth. xii. 23. 

Where no oxen are /<? Ai^o^/r, the- crib is 
dean of food; but much increafe of that necef 
farjfupport^ is by the well employed itrength of 
the ox. 

IiAt^. Means for working are eflential to fuccefs. 
lie right order of them is a fure iign of thriving. 
What is moft necefTary even for the woild, is firll to be 
ht, Deut. xxiv. 6. Prov. xiii. 23. 



. A faithful witnefs, in any cafe^ will not lie: 
but X familiarised falfe witnefs will utter lies in 
^undance^ norfcruple them upon oalh. 

Truth and lying. No temptation can be an ezcufe for 
leviating from truth ; the foundation of ^Ijuftkej Eph. 
V. 25. Prevailing national falsehood portends inilant 
lational ruin. Prevaricating upon oath is the height of 
ibandonednefs, and moft difficult to repent of, Zech. v. 
I, &c. Mai. iii. 5, &c. Be tender in fpeaking. 

* Some y for the excellent. H. 



6 A ftofsne icano^r fedketh vi£dom /0 4;^ 
ftarttnce and ^/ fiadeth k aet ; ^t AiM^brf 
knowledge is eafy ui^to hkn tliat under* 
ftandeth /;&^ momentous nature ef bis mm ^ 
right defire. 

Vpr'ightn^i andfcormng. The mftng paGSon of a^cife 
fer is to fet afide 2^ commofi opinkms viad trmbSi n«> 
word are gradually led to this, by the love of favoMli^ 
vice, Pfal. i. 1,2. Evidence and argument are loft q»^ 
on inch, Prov. ix. 9.-*-xin. i . To indtne Tidl aad Wh 
Uffenty 16 fn good fneafure to widerftaad whftt is efinNML, 
Honeft men tatke evidence as it i& Almigb^ G$J, fvr 
fbn and nature, are with fuch. Scepttcifm is a A^H^f 
difmal obfcuritj. R. It anxioully guards «gmft M^ 
factory ideas. 

7 Go iiHhfpeed from the prefence of a fooffib 
/peaking man, when thou perceiveft not 1| 
ibim the lips of pure and ufeful knowledge. 

FooTtfhneJs to he avoided. To o£Pend againft clear dhftf 
^ill is the mofl ffaockm^ of all abfurdities. Tkpcpcv 
able and patient of advice, have a claim to familiar j^ 
•nmacf. One 3k4io ufurps the whole of difcouzfe b IP 
unprofitable companion. Beware ,of the feda^ve abM 
every other. Leave padion to foften and cool. 

8 The • wifdom of xhief deftre with d* 
prudent, is to underftaad his way rfri^kad 
ufeful behaviour ; but the folly of rools, t9 1^ 
ver their guilt is certain deceit. 

Prudence and folly. -Every wiie travdler ^rill Qonfifhr 1 
the road in which he walks ; to prevent hurtiand >WM' 
derlng. So religion weighs things as they are ; and aflt 
as evafive vice would have them. Stratagem ipoft b 

* Or, if is the wifdom of a wife many to know btmfelfi hA 
it is the folly of fools to deceive them/elves* H. 



aiap. XIV. PROVERBS. 105 

be end be obnoxious. All qualities and inclinations 
atural may be made fubfervient to the difcovery of 
rath» and the exercife of virtue. R. 

Impious • fook, more than every other ^ make a 9 
nock at threatened punijhments againfi fin ; but 
LOiong th^foher difpaffionate righteous, there 
^mutual fxvour^ and that of heaven which is 
&verIaAsng. 

The affli^ed heart knoweth his own bitter- 10 
Qefi ; and a ft ranger to what is hid from human 
fBfUw doth not neither intermeddle with his 
^ofperous joy. 

Jvf and forrow. Of real happinefs and mifcry, by 
vntt is external, no fure judgement can be pafTed. The 
advantages of outward fortune fometimes (harpen the 
edge of fbrrow. Divided grtefi grow Icfs andyV^jr/ in- 
onofe. Virtue gives peace to the foul, in mid ft of misfor- 
tODCS. R. Extreme grief cannot be uttered, and (hould 
be treated with much lenity. 

, . The apparently eftahijhed houfe of the 1 1 
wicked (hall be overthrown in time ; but the 
frail tabernacle of the upright in virtue^ fhall 
and more flouriCh. 



I Bn^t eftabtifbed hy virtue. Tremble for feeming fecu- 
rities upon fraud, robbery and blood. A homely dwel- 
ling, which may be called one's own, is likelieft to be 
permanent. Ornamented buildings often fall by their 
wra weight, or by a fecret curfe. They aie obnoxious 

* Or, Jinners laugh at fools ; but het*ojeen the uprlghty 
itrt is mutual good wilL Or^ fttmers concealing themf elves ^ 
nter into feigned fnenMips ; whereas f among the upright^ 
here is mutual good will. H 
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likewUe to thofe who have cruelly fiifificd from lb 
cre^ion. Prodigal heirs confume. Job. ▼. 3* kc. 

1 2 There is a way which, from want ofingenm 
attention^ feemcth right unto a man ; but t 
end thereof are to be numbered ammg thcyi 
ways of tremendous death /^r both worlds. 

Self-deceit, Appearances of good ruin the unwa 
What we wifhyrom treacherous appetite^ to be reaibna 
and juft, we too often believe to be fo^ £ccl. ix. I2« 
near approach of death and judgement opens men's r 
Pk^^lical errors are the moft fatal of any, John iiL ij 
xa. 24. 

Let not, Lord^ the fuggeftions of fenft, and the h 
of paflion, and the vicious cudoms of the world, and 
faUe principles- of unreaibnablfi men, deceiTe us iata 
dangerous miftalset abont our trnc bkfledneft ; as if 
pw-Iuit of that were to be directed, not by Uw trot 
things, and the defigns of thee in our creation, bu 
the exorbitant motions of luft and humour, and bj 
arbitrary pleaiure of OttrfelTCs. 

1 3 Even in mad riotous laughter, the hcai 
cfttn forrowful ; and the end of that miit 
complicate heavincfs . 

True andfalfejoy. Airs of jovi^lty and freedon 
aflumed by the fons of vice, to betray others ; an« 
way of fel£>ytndication. The principles of virtue ar 
deep laid, to be entirely eje^ed. When vicious ai 
ment is over, vengeful reflexion fucceeds. The w; 
man is at once an idolater and an enemy of his ow] 
ture. R. Whcnpafions are fatisfied, th«n comes rm 

We thank thee, gracious God^ who haft convinced 
the operations of our nature, that we have hearts gi 
than the world ; and chat we are made for what b 
^cceUejiLt ; that as there .is none upon earth that w 
aefu-e, in comparifon of thee, lb thereisaoaeiahe 



hip. XIV. PROVERBS. IC7 

It rfiou that makeft angels anJ thyfelf happy, th.it 
iU make us fo. 

The backflider in heart, frori r't^bt principles 14 
yid conJufl^ ftiall be filled with the fad cffeCls of 
M own evU way« ; and a giK>d Jinctrc man, 
I ihe other hand^ fhall be fatisfied from witbm 
am&lf. 

ffaffhufi. They fm with peculiar aggravations, who 
anre had fome former experience of that which is good. 
Ibrftnr and pain can be diverted from vice only for a 
vUle. What fo great a fcaft as inward peace ? Prov. i. 
•I. Every hour nts eafy upon a good man, who knows 
ihtt to do. Who can fufficiently praife a cool candid 
cmper. An empire over paflions and defircs is more 
ajtonoosand fatisfadory than the &lfe luftrc of royalty /2. 

'By dependence upon thee, our Go£/,and by obedience to 
Acc^do thou refine and enlarge our faculties, which are 
upropriated unto thee ! Make them fit for that em* 
uoyment which is above ; and wherein the happinefs of 
mD todbnable beings doth confift ! 

Tic credulous iimple belicveth tvtvy fpecious 1 5 
Mrd, and is mi/led by them to extrenie hurt ; but 
:1c prudent inquiring man looketh well to 
tJBbat affeSls his religious and moral goingj, and 

P^mUttce andfimpRaty, The proper fphere of pnidence 
E9 adiony when cafes are diSicult. Varyins; condud is 
Ri^ious ; but what is inconfiftent, mofl culpably weak 
iBidi%racelid. Cautious procedure is a credit to both ' 
Mure and profeffion^ £ph. v. 15. Quick and eafy ap- 
fikatioa of rules, argues common fenfe, and is of more 
value than much literature. Fakh ought ever to be 
Ifeoportioned to evidence. 

A prudently wife man k^rtih Jituations of 16 
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danger and thus departeth from evil ; but 
weak rajh fool rageth at oppqfition to bispleoj 
and is confident that no harm can befal ik 
fery undeceives him. 

Cool and hqfly tempers. Caution is a proof of di( 
ment, whereas ignorance and perverfity are danger 
rafh, Prov. xxviii. 14. Hearken to advice, raUMr 
to inclination. Years of repentance fbmedxnes'i 
not up for one blind paflionate hour. Youth b 
in danger. Sovereign reafon ought ever to be the 
of will, R ; and that the greater our concetns sot 

17 He that is foon angry, from either ra 
fuppofed injuries^ dealeth foolifhly ; and ari 
of more fecret Jullen wicked device is Oi i 
hated as the other expofeth him/elf. 

Anger and malice. To govern wrath is a chief 
of religion, and effential to happinefs. Speedy r 
xnent both fays and does often what is ridiculous; 
who can ftand before deep pre-mcditating malice? 
liberate revenge is the guilt of a little foul, and bI 
fruftrates its own end. Such have few friendi; 
muft lofe many good offices. An open enemy is gcw 
compared with 2ijiill one. 

1 8 The ignorant G.m^\t^ from frequent mifcm 
would feem to inherit folly ; but the /org 
thoughtful prudent are crowned with 94 
beneficial effe6ts of their own knowledge. 

The prudent andjikple. Thofe who choofc igm 
from carelefsnefs, muft fu£Fer. Even plain ufeful ] 
pies and rules are hid from them, Prov. xxiii. 23. 
man faculties unexercifed will diminifh. The i 
luftre of our rational nature is religious virtue, 
minds are ever in uncertainty. R, 
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vil incommon^hoyffdown before the good; 1 9 
wicked, much contrary to their wills ^ do 
fuppliants at the gates of the righteous. 

andjhame. Promotion is a natural and often 
diate cflFedl of well ufed under (landing. Such 
eceflary to the public when it weaiiesofotlieri>. 
per boaft of rank and truft is good behaviour, 
ng evil ads brings on difgraceful ruin. An 
manner makes many friends, EtUi. v. 6» 7. 

poor is too frequently hated, even of his 20 
?or-neighbour, only becau/e he is poor ; 
: rich, be be ever fo worthlefs^ hath jufi 
many bafe flattering friends. 

and poverty. Conditions of nearly equal want, 
ad to mutual fympathy. Yet where mifery is 
there is often lea ft compaifion. Prefent intereft 
1 is their chief aifociating motive. Riches and 
ufefiilnefs Ihould go together. 

:hat defpifeth his nfflided neighbour, 2 
bimfelf to Jure punijhment ; but he that 
jercy on the miferable poor, happy is 
7j difpojition, in bis exercife^ and in his 
( reconiperices. 

Not to aid want is to defpife, Jam. ii. 13, &c. 
»on over the firft difficulty of giving as poffible. 
)us joyous habit, is the higheft prerogative of 
diftin(5lion. M:iy none of our pleafures tafte, 
5 experimentally known. ' 
lefs thee, our God, for the fecret principle of 
uth, which controuls all wickednefs from with- 
which we can neither prevent, nor fupprefs ! 
IS fuccefsfully to accomplifh the defigns of tliee, 
of purer eyes than, to behold iniquity, againft 
effions of fenfe, the violence of paflion and the 
offm! 

L 



( 



IIP PROVERBS. Gluip. 3 

2 2 Do they not exceedingly err againji their 
enjoyment^ that devifc evil to ethers ? B 
the ineffable delights of pure communicative t 
cy and truth Ihall be to them iBat de 
even more good than their band tan do. 

Mercy. Coinpadion is natural to the BTicomi 
Beneficence therefore nuift be a ibnnd bleding. 
plot hurt ar.ti ruin, is the temper of imferable helL \ 
as lay mifchievous fnsires, are frequently caught in li 
The fublime of generofity, is liberal devifemen^ 
xzxii. 89 &c. And^of bleffednefs fikewife. £?a 
xnodeft and timorous dare apply to thenu En 
thougbtf Inhere po^wcr is Granting* 

23 In all honefi labour, there is fure perma 
profit ; but the mere talk of the lips t^ 
portant things tendeth only to certain l^ 
penury. 

Labour andJ^eMng. Moft lawful callings are 
cient to reward the diligent. High talk about boi 
can never excufe indolence. Beggary and boa(liB| 
near a-kin. It is good to fave the time, which O 
lofe in vain fpeeches, Eccl. i. 3, 4. Prov. x. 19, 

24 The crown of the laboriout wifcy evm 
this worlds is their honeHly acquired rich 
but what indicates to all the foolifhnrfs 

Jluggard fools, is the fad vifible and long 
tinued effects of their folly. 

Riches and poverty. Wealth gives influence anc 
tenfive power to be ufeful. Such too, arc apt t 
obferved and imitated. They are dreadful to 
when vefted with authority. A confpicuous ft 

* Rather fmce. H. 
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unful to hear of; and ftill more to fee. People are 
ch, according to the uic they ni.ikc of wealth. 

A true ^itncfs delivercth (imh from trouble; 25 
jut a deceitful witnefs * fpcaketh di/lreffing 
tes. 

True and falfi 'wkneffing. Bravely to ftand up in the 
Jfcfence of truth and right is blifsful to the innocent, and 
>iMic at large. To preferve credU is to preferve Ftfr. 
Squivocal expreffions in witnefling is f^ilfehood ; and 
vponoath is perjury, Mai. iii. 5. £ph. iv. 25. 

In the well efhablijhed fear of the Lord, by 26 
iiwui aSls^ is a ftrong ground of confidence 
fit fuccefs\ an^l his children i^/^r him^ fhall 
luivea place of refuge In the friendjhip of both 
Aaven and earth. 

Rt^pon frojitahle, Shnufb fear caReth out all confi- 
dnce \ whereas that which hfUlal^ rejoiceth and maketh 
46lttR Job zxxi. 23. Piety is a fteadfaft principle of 
goodji and lead's to bleffed hope. Godly parents tranf- 
arit both their excelleacies and delights. Such increafe 
^tith Aeir bemg oppofed. R, 

The fear of the Lord is zfure fountain of 27 
hitffine/s through life ; to depart in particular 
^m the fnares of the wicked^ leading to fre- 
Mmture death. 

Religion and bappinefs. Nothing refrefhes or abides 
fKful to devout content. Fear weighs attentively the 
tpat nature and value of objefls. No temporal evil is 
li^be compared with the difpleafure of heaven. 

We bleis thee, God^ for that religious fociety on 
earth, which prepares us for the bleffed fociety in hea^ 

♦ Or hreaibes out*. 

L X 



1 1 % PROVERBS* Ch^ XIV. 

ven ; and that thofe actions which are made by watm 
rcafonable, are made by Cbnfiianity religious. 

28 In the multitude of well governed people 
is the king'%/a/e honour ; but in the want of 

fuch people is the certain deftruftion of the. 
country and prince himfelf. 

Public hapfinefi afid mifery. The good of fotjjBAp^ 
ought ever to be the end of rule. Arbitrary enikiii^, 
ineaibres are not tolerable, Rom. xiii. 4. Lofs ofj^ 
ibon ends in murmurs and rebellion. Mutual rai. j 
18 a ftrong indiflbluble bond. Happy land whofe m 
rcignty is limited by law. . . • ', 

29 He that is flow to wrath, tiwJ tg its imp\ 
is of great beneficial underftandiifig ; but 
that is hafty of fpirit, exalteth the folly^" 

vijible procedure to alL 

dinger. Believe not the firft appearance pf 
would irritate ; but attend to probable allevi^iiiig- 
cum (lances. Peace is preferable to various out 
vantages. The credit of a wife man rarely ace 
one wo deals in proud wrath. They cannot long 
their fbame. 

30 A found benevolent heart is the cheerin^S^ 
of the flefh ; hut grudging txivy of what mi^ 
profit others^ is like the incurable rottcndlf 
which has penetrated to the very bones. 

Benevolence and envy. Self-government, like one 1^ V 
good bodily conftitution, is full of eafe. To rcjo%| £ 
with others in their good, is a true charitable frame, 11] b 
alleviating human ills ; whereas malicious envy fcaA 
admits a cure. How dreadful to pine at profperoii 1 
worth ; and live upon their wretchednefs ! To be, an^ 
to do good, is the way to be avenged of them. Calum* 
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dicate the fure cxifteucc of envy; A good con- 
wich the joy of beneficence are unlpcakable, 

th2t(, bf additional mj/erifi^ oppreflcth the 3 1 
I poor, reproacheth his wife maker ; but 
It honoureth him, who alUtsfucb heavy 
hath fubiiantial relieving mercy on the 
fufferer. 

fkence and cmeky. TTie lefs able any one is to re» 
) more baie and cowaidly is it to injure. Supe^ 
e TTiade to reward thofe who accommodate them. 
Tors fight with power, that will one day be an 
Itch for them, Jam. ▼. i, &c. Pitying benefi- 
ts as in the (lead of heaven to the indigent ; and 
f&il of an adequate reward. Cruelty diffufes 
where hatred and difcord^ and the hellifh pai^ 
R. 

e wicked * it driven away from all n- 32 
K^, by dying in his wickednefs ; but the 
f hwtAk righteous hath gladdening hope^ 
mies of his death. 

"hs 9fthe good and had. What through life anjuieg 
penitent vicious, will not do fo at laft. The ap- 
fioB of future punifhment, leaves them comfbrtlefs 
ftradled. Then confcience is cftablilhed in full 
5 and as their juft fear of God^s wrath is, fo is their 
'• Divine aflurances never fail, Pfal. xxiii. 4. 
er us not, L^rd^ to defift from the ftudy of wif- 
dll we become wife unto falvation ; or from the 
e of holinefs, till we fee thee in glory ; that by the 
•\ij there will then be between our faculties, an J 
igion, we may be accompliihed, and prepared for 
rufting future blifs. 

* Orjtnleth under hU calami;;* H. 
I* 3 
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33 Wifdom refteth ^/^;z/ in the heart of him 
that hath good underftanding, //// there is a 
proper time to fpeak ; but that fniall portim 
thereof which is in the midft of fools is iw- 
properly made known, and ferves by this means 
to expoje them. 

. Speaking infeafon. True wifdom thinks of ufe^ and not 
pride of oftentation. Some have only a few feled fob- 
jcAs and anecdotes> which they inceflantly broach, auf 
wear out people. Succefs of good defigns hang ofua 
upon previous wife counfel and fecrecy. 

34 7 he prevalence of righteoufnefs among off 
ranks exalteth the reputation^ and power^ ad 
grandeur of a nation ; but fin much incnafid 
is a ruining reproach to any people. 

National profpertty. Social virtues are infeparable 6oB 
fecial ftrength ; whereas, generahvice is fure deftrudiQii 
Much depends upon the impartial executing ^ of wA 
formed laws, Jer. xviii. 8. Valour, conqueft, luxBijt 
anarchy, is the fatal common circle. 

Caui'e us, good Gody by fuch converfe as truth and 
■juftice, as knowledge and wifdom make fafe and d^ 
. Jightfiil, to enjoy others, and to enjoy oprfelves ; tacdO- 
municate to, and receive to the tranfcendent nnttal 
comfort, and fatisfadion of the whole. 

35 The ^d?(?^ king*s favour is toward a wife 
behaving • fervant ; but his juft wrath ii 
againft him that by his wicked carelefsn^ 
caufeth public fliame. 

Favour and wrath of kings. In the body poUthf as in 
the naturalj each member lliould contribute fomething » 
the common life. R. Subordination of ranks ought to 

* Or minifter. H, 
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be preferved ; without expofing the H§6ier to envy, 01 the 
nuaner to contempt. R. Paternal love is due from kings, 
Flal. ci. I, 5cc. 
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JN the cafe of threatening contefl, a foft an- i 

fwer- given turneth away wrath ; but 
grievous exafpe rating words ftir up anger to 
the height of rage. 

-. Soft and grievous words. From inadvertent eicapes of 
the tongue, even good people may be miilaken. Jam. iiL 
ly Sec, Some have diabolical pleafure in fomenting and 
perpetuating quarrels. Small beginnings often ifme in 
ijbreadfbl retaliations, jt Even truths and trufts of fecrecy 
mne little regarded at the time. Wrath and weaknefs of 
simid are ui'ually conjoined. Conqueft over pailion is 
glorious, I Pet. ii. 20, &c. — ^iii. 8, &c. 

The tongue of the wife ufeth knowledge * 2 
in£eafon^ and aright ; but the mouth of rafb 
Ibois poureth out in abundance words ^foolim- 
nefe, leading to mifchiefs. 

.: Good and bad ufeofthe tongue, Wifdom is the applica- 
.tion of knowledge. Occafions and circumilances prove 
sthe man of real under (landing. The more he is known, 
.the more he is fought after. Say nothing derogatory 
to a virtuous charader, Jam. i. 19, &c. Col. iv. 6* . 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 3 

* Or gtveth gr^ice to their wifdom^ Num* xxiv, 5. Gen* 
x/ix. 15. H. 
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befaolcKn^ the evil^ to aeving^ rimr imfn 
guilt, and the good m fwf^ fu nwrn^. 

God omnifcient and imfiartiaL A deep fenfe of diyi 
fpcdtion is. a fure principle of uniTcrfal virtue, 
zxxvi. If &c.— cxxxix. i,^ &:c« He fees and will 
of what is moil fecret. Bitter afflidions are nc 
from him. 

4 A wholefomc tongue ever aiming at 
is^for Jweetntfs and benefit, a/ * a tree of 
but perverfenefs tberein is ^fure\ breac 
thtf elf enjoying fpirit. 

Management ofdifcourfe. A pcrfbti in health fedh 
equal and ufefully communicative ; ib the face of a 
feeaker fhffies, and their remembrance is fek; 
ikadle as a cot^riiig from blafts. &«aciBM:s of ftio 
are ffiade b^ Wd tongues. In cenTerfatfon, each p 
as ifi eontvnereey ihoidd be^ allowed to fomiih iomc 
of hid own. R, Haf^y the^, idK> reduce eviery 
^Jhipkprimifkj^f and throw, by tl^ meaas^ Kgkt 
obftwe poifotSk A. 

5 A vain wicked fool defpifeth even hii 
therms gentle inftruftion j but he that rcg 
cth tcptoof ii/elf, however pmnful at thetm 
illudrioujtj prudent, 

InjiruBton and reproof. There is little hope of 
who would walk, when tsieakeft, without a fi^ 
Special infi is doe to authority, experience and 
Reproach and ruin convince too late. SucceA i 
orcHharj child of prudence. Strong paiSons bliod 
good natural underfhitidings. R* 

In the boufe of the righteous is vl 

* Otf the tret efUfi. ff. \ Or Rk adffiruBivi 
Jfa. xxvii. 8 Jer. iv. 6. Zepi* i, lo. 
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rmfortably enjoyed treafure ; but in the /// ac^ 
Hired revenues of the M^icked, however abuiu 
ant, is bean-felt trouble. 

Honeft and ill acquired wealth. The power of lawful 
ches isbotli great and lading, Deut. xxviii. 17. Con- 
iltment is treafure« ISie fight of criminal purchafes 
I grievous, Hag. i. 6. Prov. x. 2. 
. May we, Lord^ under thefe conviflions, be ever able 
^recommend our fouls and bodies into thy hands ; that 
whether we wake or fleep, live or die, we may be ever 
rith thee, fecure of thy £%vour, and blefled by divine 
efcmblances! 

The lips of the generous wife difperfe ufeful 7 
uiowledge ; but the contracted heart of the 
boUfli doeth not fo profit others. 

.Ufijmi JpeecL To improve multitudes yields pure 
iefig^ Want of power is a misfortune ; but to hurt 
mtk it is hellifh. The fame things repeated may 
^avm from newnefs of manner. R. Pleafures of con- 
▼ci&don cement love, R, 

The facrifice and prayer of the objiinate 8 
wicked is abomination to the Lord ; but 
tj^c-prayer of the obedient upright, is his pecU'^ 
Air delight. 

' True andfalfe devotion. To evade by irreligious yorwx 
the fiibilantials of religion is, and ever mud be, deteftable, 
Mic. vL 6, &c. Ifa. i. 11, &c. It is worfe than vain to 
litter omnifcience. The bed returns of prayer are in- 
Otafe of virtues. God imderllands mute language no ' 
le& than words. R. How fublime a thing is religious 
ilicity. R. 



Th&fal/e, unjujl^ cruel vt^lj of the wicked 
'3 an abomination unto the pure^ all'perfe£l 
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Lord : but be loveth him vnatterably that 
foUowetb bard after iverj kind of rig^l^ouS* 
nefs. 

Virhte tmd vitt. A good confcience, and the faTOor rf 
GW, is lilce a well of lt&. Parpofes and a^ons habkoaf 
are a man's way. Thofe of the wicked are politic at beft.' 
Love of holinefs leads to eminent progrefTes, Phil. iii. u. 
Matth» V. 6k MoraHty and good poHcy do rnntoalqr, 
fupport and fortify. 

Sui&r us not* gracious God^ to feek f<ir contentniait 
in focb pofleiltotts as are wm^dly ; but in the emplo^ 
ment of our higher faculties about thee, upon which il 
imprefled the image of the father of fpirttSy and which 
have a fpedal referee for thee, and fuitaUenefs to thee ! 

10 Even mild cor region is grievous to him. 
that forfaketh knowingly the good way ; and 
he that abog^ther hateth reproof, fhall die 
under wretched gufft. 

jRtprmffi ContaoxK terrifymg gtrilt, mates die rebuhi ^ 
of a friend odious. Such wicked are often early cut o£ ' 
They muft be honeft and brave, who abide by truth* R* 

1 1 Dark * hell it/elf ^nd deftrudion, which le&b 
Uiij are //«tf before the Lord; how much mm 
then the mo/i concealed hearts of the childreft- 
of men ? 

Dr^'me omnifckme. An ever preftnt deity nmft be A 
knowing, Pfal. cxrxix. 7, Ac. Job xxvi. 6. It is the 
effenceofGod that fupports all hts works, Jer. xviL lOb' 
I Cor. iv. J, 5cc. Religious credit will ever brighten. - 
Leave defence to fivereign reafon, R. 

12 A fcorner of good loveth not one that re* 

♦ Or the grave* 
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vcih him €ver fo jiiftly ; neither will he 
into the wife, for/uch reiifon^ if pojihie. 

cproof. Habits of evil darken the niind ; and har- 
the heart. To droll with things lacrcd is an irrc- 
aable i'ymptom ; and often terminates in mean Tu- 
ition. 

^c confefs, Lmrd Gody who fearchcft the hearts, 
tiieft the reins, and knoweft what is in man, that we 
\ Anned againft thee, contrary to gratitude and con- 
tee ; and by long cuftom enflaved ourfelves Suffer 
ot to add ftupifying opinions, that would lead us to 
sft a change to be wrought by thee in our laft mo- 
\\^ which is a work of time, and the ordained exercife 
ur faculties ! 

A merry heart, fromfincere goodnefs^ maketh 1 3 
cheerful captivating countenance: but by 
TOW of heart, under fenfe rf guilty the fpi- 
is broken to the clouding of plea/ant looks. 

^terfitinefs andforr^w. Body and mind do fenfibly 
pft each other. Virtuous joy forgets flight afflidlion. 
mal mirth adds to difeafe and wretchednefs. It is 
bnQy and enfeebling, Prov. liv. 32. — xxviii. 1. 
Sig^ Gody when we (hall attain to the refurre^ion of 
jnft» may we be clothed with bodies which are fpi- 
lal ; and behold this world reduced to afhes without 
tct : knowing that we have a far better ftate which 
cr can be changed, and an houfe not made with hands, 
mal in the heavens. 

rhc heart of him that hath good under- (4 
oding feekcth clofe after found practical 
owledge : but the mouth of fools, out of a 
n corrupted ftate ^ feedeth upon ejfeSs ofepc- 
ne pefiive fooliihnefs. 

*ound knowledge. What a foul delights in becomes 
^bjed of chief purfuit. The man of underftanding is 
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filent before thofe who anc able and isdUing to inftreft; 
whereas the wicked are fond of corrupting error. Infig- 
nificant difcourfe itfelf is odious. The mind (hould & 
habituated to difcover eflential truth. /?. Some adopt 
all vulgar opinions as principles^ in erder to degrade it> 
ligion, and make it feem monOxous. R, 

Grant, merciful God^ that when we fhall appear .!». 
fore thy tribunal, to receive our final fentence» and oar 
eternal portion, we may be found in full reconciliatia 
with thy nature and will ; and be able to lift up oar 
heads with joy before the face oi xht father of our fikiHt 
knowing that our redemption from (in and mifery BfiA 
filled : and that we (hall be ever with God^ to be made 
unipeakably blefTed. 

15 All the days of the afflifted, by means tf 
iranfgrejjton^ are evil ; but he that is of 1 
righteous merry heart, hath a continual y^ref 
feaft. 

Confcience good and had. An anxious diflruilful tdD- : 
per muft be miferable, Matth. vi. 34. Prudent fort- 
fight may prevent and alleviate troubles, Phil. iv. ^ 7. 
There is no order in vice. 

When thofe frail and mortal bodies, Gody (hall decay 
and turn into duft, may our fouls afcend with the erotcft 
ardours of divine love to thofe regions of hofcrf 
where pure and heavenly minds find tne moft agreeafak 
company and employment ; and where there is nothing 
to difturb their repofe, or to interrupt their excrcifo 
for ever. 

16 Better is a little fuhjiance with the %^ 
fear of the Lord, than great treafure aw 
trouble of mind therewith. 

Religion and bappinefs, Sound compofing principles 1 
and manners yield an equal and abiding joy. If pure 
devotion be wanting probity fails of courie, Pfal. xxxvii. 
1 6. Under gilded appearances there is often fore di- 
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adHon contrading defires is the way to become rich. 

is eafier to live without wealth, than to improve it 
opcrlj. A little of God will do what the world with- 
it him camiot. The beft wor(hip is a folemn vow, for 
'cr to love virtue. 

Grant, Gody that we may be of that happy company^ 
ho fhall follow their triumphant Lord and Sawour^ with 
Agt of gratitude and extacy into thoie manfions where 
Wf Ihall keep an eternal fabbath ; and where God 
; for ever glorified and adored of all thofe that have be- 
eved in him, to the faving of their fouls 

. Better is a dinner of plain herbs, where mu- 1 7 
ual unfeigned love is ; than a flailed ox, in 
various forms offood^ tlxxA jarring hatred there- 
mh. 

Lane and contentments Noble convivial fouls make al- 
noft any thing good, Prov. xxiii. 6, &c. Job xxxi. 6, &c. 
Hie profeflions of infincere minds are hateful. True 
ave doth eminently fweeten domeftic life, Pfal. cxxxiii. 
Chb is put into every perfons powei . No affluence can 
Jodat up for the want of engaging looks and deeds, Pfal. 

Iv. 12, &C. 

A peevijh wrathful man ftirreth up ftrife : 1 8 
>ut he that is flow to anger is peaceable bim- 
5i{^ and appeafeth ftrife to the utmufi* 

feaceahlenefs and wraths Quick incautious temper^ 
3o widen differences from mere trifles. OutWi^r4 figni 
}f . difpleafure fhould be well-weighed, Prov.: x v. i, 
Mbtth* V. 5, 9, . Contention is a chief plague in human 
lifiN "Tru^. politenefs excludes at tjie fame time Infenfi'-; 
l»$i^,^and too vaxxi:^ earmfinejs. It forgets ^^in order tQ 
fie^ .wiat.way be agreeabl?' ^0 o^er^. R. Wra^ io^ 
ores health.. V ■■ . ' 

The. way of the flothful man is z^ 4imong tg 
roppings from an hedge of thorns : but the 

M 
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way of the diligent righteous is made up U 
honour^ andip\z,\n. 

Diligence anJJIoth, The indolent foon defpair and give 
over. At bell they creep as through brambles, m 
neft adlion is a chief part of duty ; and does no^ cafily 
take fright. His work becomes not only pradlicaUq 
but plealant. Let zeal be ever proportioned to the ?ap 
lue of things. 

20 A Wife obedient fon niaketh a pflad father: 

but a foolifti refraffory man defpifeth the cm 

fort even 5^ his tender indulgent mother. ^ 

Filial duty. Gratitude ought to be warm and incrf 
fant, chap. x. i. Under/landing without good worB 
is worfe than none. Parental joy from the honour ana 
ufefulnefs of children is not to be exprefled. Moral ex- 
cellence is a ftriking beauty. To live againil early good 
education brings gray hairs with forrow to the grave, j 

CI Wicked prevailing folly in the uorld is joy to 
him that is deftitute oi found wifdom, and 
fled for his own excufe ; but a man of real un- 
derftanding, in the face offuch oppofition^ walk- 
cth uprightly to the end. 

XJprightneJs and folly. To take pleafure in thofcirlio 
tranfgrefs is extreme vice. Sincere virtue excepts 
againft no part of duty. 

Mojl hlejed God^ the Creator of all things, and the au- 
thor of all good, help us to remember and fiiew our- 
(elves men ! Being made for the imitation of thee, in 
righteoufnefs ^nd true holinefs, may we cheerfully ren- 
der that homage and glory, to thy moft gracious pate^ 
nal indulgence ; upon. the continuance whereof we can 
expedl any enjoyment ^nd mercy whatever ! 

22 Without previous counfel, /rt^m men' of en* 
perience and f olid judgement^ even ^r^^/ purppfcs 



i 
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ire often difapp minted ; but in the multitude 
of/w^A counfcllors, they are eilablifhcd. 

CounfeL Rafhnefs Is ever hazardous. It is no excufe 
tor want of fuccefs, to fay, we did not think and advife. 
Some difappointments are not to be heli)cd, Prov. xii. 7. 

A man hath joy, by the fuhable anfwer of 23 
hb mouth: and a word fpoken in due fca- 
ibn, how extenjively good is it ? 

^finable words. It is every one's duty, to feek advice, 
^nthey have opportunity and power. Likewife, to 

Sivc What an immediate fatisfadlion to be aifting upon 
ic fide of right ! Truth at once enlightens and in- 
flames. R. 

The way oihapty life is above mere animal 2 + 
demands to the wife : that he may * depart 
&om fnares which lead to the pit of hell bc- 

x&cath. 

Xatkmal and animal Irotng. Regard to happinefs, in 
tie way of perfection, is the chief end of life. Wicked 
men. take up with mere (hadows of good. Bodily enjoy- 
Eiient, without that of the fpirit, is degrading ruinous. 
He objeds of religion are high and noble. They lead 
te rcfemble hira who is the lie/fed and only Potentate. 
Death and the grave are juft emblems of wretchednefs, 
Cfa. xiv. 9, &c. Virtue can be fully rewarded only in 
heaven. R, 

Teach us, Lnrdy to confider what the fpecial nature,- 
smployment and fatisfa«flion of reafonable fpirit s are; 
Old in comparifon to which thofe of bodies upon which 
ire now dote, are no more than manfions, in which our 
{)irits dwell, and inftruments which they ufe ! Make us 
nindful, that all we can fufFer or enjoy is in our fouls, 
ffhich. are ourfelves ; and that according as thefe are af- 

♦ Or htm hU bach. H. 
M X 
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feAed» ib we are pleafed, or difpleafed, ib we jc 
row, fo we live or die for ever. 

25 The Lorxl will tear up^ and utterly ( 
the hotifc of the proud opprejfory be it 

fiourijhing; but he will both extend at 
blifli the • border of the much leafed \ 
by him. 

Proud oppre/pon* Ilaughtinefs from affluen 
far too common. They who live in luxuri 
foon. become cruel ftrangers to the fu£fbring$ o 
£zek. :xvi. 49. Am. vi, 3. Tears make a louc 
fevere vengeance, £xod. xxii. 22. 

May we have a firm belief of what (hall be h 
righteous God^ that it may have a continual i 
erful inf](uence upon us, for the balancing ai 
Ruling all.thofe violences of paflion, and all th<^ 
inclinations, by which we are tempted to fin anc 

26 The thoughts of the wicked lead /< 
which are an abomination to the Lor 
the words of the pure mind and bei 
plcafattt profitable words. 

*fh(highu aiid wcrdj. They who (hut out G. 
tfceir minds, make fure eafy way for what co 
bis holy nature and will. Words do natively ii 
afi inward habit. Devout kindnefTes aie high 
menting. The fmalleft allowed defire, contrary 
order, is a tranfgreflion on his rights. R. He is 
in his love, and cannot fu£Fer a divided heart. R 

27 He that \^fo greedy of gain, as to J 
the pootr from his rights troubleth hi; 
houfe in the end; but he that bateth anc 

* Or landmark f Deut, ithe. 14. Ex. mxm. 
f Peculiarly cahmtous^ andpt0for ivtry other in «i^ 
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uh the offer of bribing gifts, fliall live long and- 
happy* 

A'oarice. E\^tj fort and degree of covetoufhcfs, is 
ififturbative. The joyous, in themlelTes, diflFiife like 
feelings among others. He wh) robs is in perpetual 
^ger from dilcovery. A premature death often fruf* 
tratcs the end of all their endeavours, Hab. ii. 9, &c. 

Giving and receiving bribes is accumulated bafenefsy 

ehap. xi. (7» 29* 

^The heart of the righteous ftudieth to^ an- 28- 
fwcr beneficially ; but the mouth of the un^ 
thinking frowarct wicked poureth out at all ha* 
x^^rfj evil things. 

Hearts gQod and bad. Religious deliberation fpeaks to 
9&rpoie, Ffal. xxxvii. 30, 31. Things ill timed, though- 
jpiasd true, may thereby become evil. 

The Lord is as one far off horn the wicked 29. 
imn^s petition ; but he heireth with acceptance 
^t bumble ingenuous prayer of the righteous^ 

^ Prayer. Between God's effential and comforting pre- 
Jnce, there is a wide difference. The wicked do not 
iray in effe<fl;- but fpeak and diflemble. Even bad 
Atures will ^^W under trouble, though without ^<7^^.- 
J»vme homage fits for the contemplation of truth. R. - 
Sach man is then made better for his devotions, when 
IC lives more foberly, righteoufly and godly by thv^m, • 
?here is a clofe conne<5lion between th:it religious 'worjhip 
rhich is (incere, and that religious obedience which is necef^ - 
My, Ffal. xxxiv. 13, &c. 

. Make it our delight^ Lord, in religious exercifes, £0 
j6 contemplate thy divine holinefs, as that wie may gaia- 
kch refemblances,-as will diftingnilh our fpirits for thofe- 
whom thou wilt own, and delight in for ever ! 

Tlic light of what is agreeabl€ to the cycr 30-- 
W 3 
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Love of truth is a chief bond of union among therdi* 
gious. R. MwMi are ouen more tenacious of their owa 
in¥entionS|« than of ckar divine appointments, Matth. 
XV. 9. Seif4oi}e feduces, and falfe good dazzles. R, 

3 Often and deliberately commit thy workl 
unto the Lord ; and thy dejigning * thoughts 
(hall be well cftabliflied. 

Prayer, Impious pride, of all others, was not nadb- 
for man. To truil Gody'm the ufc of upright cndo- 
vours, is the way to avoid folicitude, Pfal. xxxv. 5,te- 
Phil. iv. 6. He is willing to aid, but not to force mt'"^ 
teiligences. R Love is that worlhip which is wdt^ 
worthy of him. R, This he requires for the good of b^ 
creatures. In prayer we adore -divine authority, jufti^ 
his laws, and put our confciences under a diilin«^ obl^ * 
tion to duty. 

4 The Lord h.ith made all things f for th 
difplay of \\\\Xi(cM \ yen even the wicked ipi^^l 
upheld for the day of injiiding evil. 

Glory of God. To communicate happinefs muft have 
been the fpring of divine acting. For that very end,t-; 
day of Icvere recompence became neceffary, PfaL mt 
13, &c. 2 Pet. ii. 9. Contempt for religion can onljpo- 
cced trom ignorance. R. God can draw an 'mfinkepi% 
from a tranjlent evtU 

Remind us, O mo^ great and good God^ of our firft ori- 
ginal, and of our lail end ; that as we began, ft 
we may terminate in thee, and not forfake thee, by ob- ' 
ftinate impenitency, which cannot but be fubje«51 to thy 
power, and fall at lad under hideous vengeance. Co». 
viiice us, that, as the perfe»5lion ofrighteoulhefs isinthee^. 
fo thou muil either overcome all unrighteoufhefs, orbc 
alironted etcrnahy by tlie prevalence of it ! 

* Compare Proi\ .x'l?;. 18. — xv, 2Z%^-<cxix. 2U 
•f- Or injlrumaital :o his pwfojcs. 
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Every one that is proud ia heart, to the ne* 5 
? of pious regards^ is an abomination to the 
rd '*j therefore^ though hand join itt hand 
fb much firmnefs of purpofe^ he fliall not n/- 
js be Uft unpuniOied. ' 

Imfious pride. Ranks and dignities are bat the Aa- 
irs of grandeur. R. Unlefs when accompanied with 
Tit, only outward homage will be paid them. 
(Vie confefs, Lord^ tliat we have made ourielves leii . 
n the leafl of all thy mercies, and obnoxious to thy . 
uce and difpleafure, by our repeated ads of fmning 
unft thee. Enable us to repent, and turn to thee, 
1 do works meet for rtpentanu I 

By mercy to the poor ^ and truth of adherence 6 
divine dijcoveriesy former defilement 0/ iniquity 

t.-P^^K^'^ ^' ^^^ ^y ^^^^ ^^'^^ ^^ ^^^ Lord 
iSffhwardsj men depart from committing the like 
iL 

Mtrcy^ tnahf and the fear of God Charitable Wojrks 
refer accompany true penitence^ Dan. ir. 37. Por- 
fcffabris of God prepare for the word crimes. Let 

impenitent Tinner think of his prayers, as an appest 
{ equivalent inftead of obedience. 

.lljtrhcn a man's ways pleafe the fupremt 7 
U^perfed Lord, he often maketh even his worfi 
iemies to be at peace with him. 

Favotirof God The wife, for themfelves, trull thofe . 
madple more than any other, i Pet. iii. 13. Good- 
u endears and foftens, Ifa. xi. 9. Rom. xiv. iS. 
Whereas, holy God^ the habits of fm have been efta- 
flied in us, give, hereafter, fuch time and refolution 

• tie thai engageth in conffiracy^JbaU come to barm. H. 
Or cancelled. H. 
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as arc neceflkry fdi dK recovery of onrfelTcs ! H^ 
to ivorkottt all difpoiitiqiis whieh are vicious, and b 
grecs to #efcttle confcience and reafon in a blifsfi 
pacity for communion with thee I 

.• Better is a little, for pure regular enjovr 
' witji ♦. ri^teoufnefs ; than. great amafa 
venues without confcious right. 

Upright wioiib and poverty. Much of good char 

and comfort depend upon mutual fidelity. Gla 

wealth blinds the bulk of mankind. Money ill acq 

cannot abide reflexion, Jam. v. 4, &c. Jer. xvii 

* To be contented with fmall matters argues a i 

"^^jious mind. 

^^l^filiGodyVrt praife and magnify thee, \h^ father 
JjfirUs^ roS^^xAft^orious original of our nature, 
for the gloriousctefig'^ ^^ <^^^ creation. That 
haft made our facultiSsQich, that they are greater 
this world, too good for itj^^nd cannot be fatisfied 
It. They are, by their exaltation, appropriated 
thee, fit for, and capable of tliee. 

9 A man's heart devifeth his way, io oi 
profit ; but the overruling Lord diredeth 
ftcps,y(?r a more general lajiing good. 

Providence, Human powers are limited, to r 
them pioufly dependent. Ungodly prefumptic 
complete foolifhnefs, Jam. iv. 13, &c. Since the 
mover has fo much power and wifdom, he muft be ; 
to fuccour thofe who have need of his aid. R. 

Life of all Mngs Ihew thyfelf to me ; make r 
know what thou art, and what 1 am ; come and fu 
me, in the moft needy ftates ! R. 

10 A divine equitable fentence is in the 
of the wife^ faithful king ; his mouth, i 

* Orbonefty. H, 
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il^lial rule J tranfgrefieth not ix\ Joleinn ywdgt* 
cnent. 

Kings. All judges and magiftrates are accountable. 
Their crimes notwithftinding ihould be mildly and 
uCefully cenfured^ Rom. xiii. i, &c. Sound underhand- 
ingand integrity are the gleries of high office, i Kings 
iu.25, &c. J^^ xxix. 16, &c. 

A juft weight and balancc,/d?r commerce^ are 1 1 
the Lord's exprefs ordinatim ; and all the 
weights of the bag are to him^ as his own com- 
plete work. 

Jufiice. Equitable ftandards in carrying on bufi- 
ods are efTential to good order, Deut. i. 16.— xxv. 
13. That can be no fmall matter, which has been fo 
attoidedtoby infinite love, Mic. vi. 10. 

It is an abomination to kings, above every i 2 
efAer, to commit wickednefs; * for the throne 
ij/i^is eftabliflied by righteoufnefs. 

.Rngs. The examples of the great have an immediate 
good or bad effe<5l. Hence their iniquity is aggravated. 
Equity is more than ftrength. Happy prince, who 
i^ms in the hearts of his fubjeds ! Pfal ci. i, &c. 
. Bleiled be thou, our God, who haft repeated, and rein- 
breed the laws of religion, by fupernatural difcoveries ; 
ind thus haft given all advantage for being virtuous, 
Uld god-like, and happy ! 

True righteous lips are the delight of judi^ 13 
nws kings : and they love him even to rapture 
:hat fpeaketh right at all hazards. 

Truth for kings. To fay what (hould be, and not what 
iy is the way to win upon fuperiors. Faithful cptinfel, 

* Or, becaufe. H 
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though uneafy at the. tlixM, obtains dife praifi aftenUr 
Sovereign power ought to be 'well direded. 

14 The wrath of a king, ' however eau/ele/sy is 
meifengers of death; • but a wife fmtli 
man will pacify it, through timei - 

King/ love and wrath. Death m difmal apprehenf 
is to repeat it over and over, £fth. vii. 8. ApproYcd 
tegrity is a man's bed vindication joined widi tl 
prudence. To command with moderation, and t»'% 

with readinefs, is a found political ftate. IL ^' 

• *. 

15 In ihc/milwg light of the good king^s con 
tenance is the happinefs 0/life, to ihofe who a 
nigh him; and his experienced favour is ai 

fertilizing cloud, /f/// of the latter rain. 

Kings* love. Sovereign afPedlion may, and fhouU 
{ought, by all fair means. Love may be read m 8 
people's looks, Pial iv. 6. — xi. 7. Power and wo 
conjoined a£Ford various means for doing goodi t 
Tcrnors (hould reward, as well as puni(h. 

16 How much better is it to get direQ( 
wifdom through life^ than gold which jMig 
eth f and to get the u/e of right underftandli 
rather to be chofen, than the fineji of filvcri 

•r 

Wijdotn, An improved mind, with fv'itable pra£Hce,ll 
to lafting efteem. It is a ftrange proof of human wcakr 
to labour chief?/ for what will be f^n over ; and nvli 
being alone, has no merit. J 

Blejfed God^ as thou haft difltmguifhed us frbm 
beads that perifb, by tliy creation of us, and had eta 
us above them ; and given us faculties and capac 
which are not in them, fo let us a^ up to- our nat 
dignity and elevation ; and never be perfuaded, 

* Rather^ yet. H. f Ortbefatnefs of. H. 
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lat is the full fatiifadioa of an inferior nature* may be 
to ours ! 

The cbofen high-way of the upright is to 17 
^part from all known evil : and he that thus 
ierwards keepeth his way rfjincere virtue^ 
refcrveth the Jure peace oflM own fouL 

Ufr^btnefs and peace. The good are in heart what 
ey ftexn to be. Their path is clear and lifted up. 
>nfcience muft not be bribed. This fuggells minute 
Ucate ading. 

Make us happy^ Lordf by the praAice of* that duty 
e were made for ; and reconcile our minds to thy fer- 
ce, as that vdiich is our perfeft freedom and our great* 
L privilege ! 

Habitual pride goeth before deftrudion; iS 
nd even a lefs degree of haughty fpirit be- 
ore zfevere fall. 

. PriJe and wo. Love of precedence generally defeats 
tiel£ How ill does this become a frail neceilltous con- 
b'tion I God will ftand up in good time, for the fricnd- 
£ and impotent^ Mai. iv. i. 

Better it is to be of an humble patient fpirit 1 9 
•ith the lowly in their own eyesy than Jor a 
ime^ to divide the f fpoil of wealth with the 
ruel opprejftve proud. 

HundTuy and pride. Nothing can long conceal the ex- 
leme evil of vice. Meek contentment yields pure and 
egular delight. To (it low is often to fit fafe, Pial. 
[v. 4. Such too are accefUble and ufefiil. 

He that handletha mztttr for pra^ice "wik- 20 
jT (hall find much rejoici'^g good ; and whofo, 

* Or thief concern of^ ^c. f Or plunder. If* 
N 
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thus beljoving^ truftetb alfo m tbe Lord*, 1m|| 
py is he in every outward Jl ate. 

Kmwk4ge and tnt/t m God^ To attempt what we ban 
no ability for is criminal and ezpofeft to fure difMMi 
Ponder ferioufly both ways and means. Prayiv ii<d||i; 
fruit of humility, and diligence an expreflioQ of eaiiiJSl>, 
nefs. In a way of duty Godw^)^ be round. A deroi^ 
foul becomes more and nsoie exaltody delicate, jpni' 
rous. A . 'i i 

31 The wife in heart, /row their profhahU fm^^ 
du€t^ ^iSkfom be called and treated tf iJMt^ 
pfiliars as prudent \\ and tfaefwcettie&tifm 
Vip^ in particular If increafeth neceffary ItAti^ 
ing. • -^ 

Prudence and learning. True wifdom' inllt^Hkd 
thought, afiedtion and behaviour, Luke viii. 15. SauM 
ledge fhould be laid out for thebeft advantage of otkcftf 
The feeling of great truths gives an eloquent manhr^ 
terance. Words of the gentle are gracious, a Truk kMj 

Let all thofe means, jUmgiftj God^ which tfiou mm 
provided, for informing men concerning the truths of ifr 
ligion, and for making them truly religioas, havt tliedi*' 
figned effect upon their hearts and hves ; that br fli^ 
prevalence of univerfal righteoufnefs, gocdnefi' l|t^ \ 
truth, thou mayeft be eminently glorified by thoip WV. 
bear the name of thy fon ! 

2 2 Clear underftanding is like zfalubrious vti!\r\ 

fpring of happy life unto him that hath ikiA 

fure pojfej/ion of it ; but the inAruAioA iofj 

ueak wicked fools is like folly itfe^^ vslntt^ 

leadeth to utter ruin. 

Vfeful knowledge. The mind well ftored ov^owstb 

* Oryjhall have hie hle/Jings. H. f ReUber but, Cen. 
/f* 23^ X Or givetb grace to vnfdom. H. 
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1^ refrcflitnent of others with new light and heat. PUce 
roiirfelves ever nigh tofo great a blelTiag. Vain and fri- 
T^olous, at befl, nuiii the convetfation of others be. Like 
3oi(ened fprings they often infe^ and ruin, from their 
lieaxn. The weak never expofe thcniielves fo inuch» ai 
ipon high fi\bje<fls. 

Wc magnify thee, our Goi/^ by whom we are made 
Ottre, diat it is thy glory to communicate thy perfe^ions 
lOi^y creatures ; and tOimaintain the ibvereignty of 
^odnefs, righteoufnefs, and truth, for the benefit of the 
Btelledual worlA ! 

■^Thc heart of the wife man teacjicth his 23 
PQMich iofpeakyfrom agreeable experience ; and 
iddcth the beft af all learning among others to 
[lis tctf// ordered hps* 

Wyi €mifoerfaium. 'Hiere is an eligible nuumer^ as WU 
^fil^fmi £ar every thingp Rom. xy. i. Such ftrike out 
aeir. ideas to thenifelyes, £ph. iv. 29. Col. iv. 6. The 
smiiig of others ought to be managed with delicacy and 
MWiWurfl R. Eurciic aids both loiowledge an4 %Mch, 

. . Hea&nt * words arc dejirable as drops from 24 
u honey-comb ; fweet in tbemfelves and. 
^reflgibemng to the foul, even like health 
^b^y to tne very bones. ^ * 

. Wmrdt ^eitpsni and ufefid. What flows with eafe from 
a well improved heart is generally captivating. Here 
lies'^ie whole fecret of valuable eloquencie. Virtue muil 
bicke foandaticHi of good (peaking. Fierce oppofition 
fefOf fw moft part to irriute the young. E^ 

There is a way that from love to vice feem- 25 
eth right unto a man ; but in the end thereof 

• Or vfords efHuqunKe. H* 
N a 
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it is felt that they arc the ways of cert 
medtabie death. 

Carekfsnefs and felf-Jeceif. There is hope c 
long as his confcicnce is not (ilenced by a mif 
tnenty Luke xi. 34. Pf;d. xix. 1 2. Ingenuous 
and prayer, will fucceed, Plal. xxv. 8, &c. 
general, are moft hurt by the jovialiies of vice, 
quite delufive. Errors of the hunlan mind ; 
die fame in all times. R, 

Let not, thou good and holy Godf fuch a del 
take place in us, as to tliink there can be no in\ 
order of mature to our prejudice ; but that c 
might be employed, if we fo refolve, to make 
for the flefh, to Ailfil the lufts thereof. 

26 He that labourcth, hboureth fi 
himfelf cannot fubftfi without; for by thi 
of appetite^ his mouth continually crav< 
him. 

• DiBgeme* Need is the prompter of in<hifl 
with the hope of fuccefs. Every idle perlbn i 
to his own perfon, and a nuifance to fociety, 2 
10, &c. It is not charity to fupport fuch. 
- diligence is fpecially binding. 

^7 An ungodly man diggeth up evil 
cejffu7it afplication ; and in his lips t 
for de^royingj what may be compared . 
burning fire. 

Impious devices. They who have no fear of 
not be good ! Malice feeks to triumph over pi 
man weaknefs. It is from the intention that 
fcient tvitnefi will judge. Jam. iii. 1 3. 

28 A mifcbitvous fvo^zxA fpeaking man 
ftrife, to wide extent ; and a privy w 
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} mi^uat difadvMiagt^ fieparatef h ihrfe wb$ till 
h$n had lived as chief friends. 

Frowardnefs and fuhijperimg. Some believe faulu 
bm a fevcre cruel difpafition. Few wait the event of 
9bcr inquiry. A dctraftor undermines, and yet wiflies 
ipUde himlelf. Jam. ili. 17, &c. Artifice is unworthy 
of great fouls. R. 

A violent man cnticeth his ^mpte neigh* 29 
bour ujoin\ and leadcth him, under falfe pre^ 
UKUf in to the way thai is not good, for ei- 
Atr private or public welfare. 

Fhletu^. ConHJent aflertions are enfnaring. The 
fifths of the multitucle fcruple not to add. Difcoverf 
of truth becomes fatal to fucb. Virtuous fouls do not 
€9i9|c;ntertaiadiaru{l. H. 

He who is mi/chievous at heart fliutteth his 3a 
eyes to devife hurtful • froward things ; and 
Wmrtng his lips, in confequence of fuch artful 
M^es f , he bringeth tvi\ frequently to pa6. 

IfoBee. Deliberately intended mifchief is horrible* 
lliey proje^ means and mutter them frequently over^ 
O render faUehood the more feafible. Succefs in vice is a 
Ibt evideDLce ^ eapteiiy s and the forerunner of aggra^ 
rated pwnfhnufU. 

The aged hoary head is like a refplendent 31 
:rowD of giory, if it be found in the ways of 
Bwg- approved righteoufnefs. 

K^hteou4 old agfi. Appearance of advanced goodnefs 
J venerable. Lev. xix. 3 2. Senaton have peculiar claims 

• Compare Prov. few, 28.— vi. 14. — vm, 13. H. 
\ Hipuititb in tKeaUion the evil^ or its roil* //. 

N3 
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from their naturally adorning garland, FfaL xciL 12 

Religious virtue oftenefl attains to old age. Job t 
Sound judgement is better than quick parts. R, 

32 He that is flow to ^, under an impm 
anger, is better to him/elf^ than the niij 
conquerors of others ; and he that calmly n 
his provcked fpirit, than he that taketh a 
by artifice orjiorm. 

Seff-government. Age and underdanding tog 
mellow the temper. It is defirable to be prai£ 
competent judges. A patient equal diipofition s 
a noble mind. Good difpaffionate men are ima 
Jllmtghty love. To force fubjedion againft trutl 
right, is ihocking public robbery. It defiroys natm 
der pretence of improving. R, 

Su£Fer not our fpirits, O thou compqfflonate Fai 
them, to be in conjun<ftion with, and fubjeft unto a 
cious, and accurfed fpirits, lince ^e arc redeem 
the blood of thy fon ; but take us into a conju 
with thy own good fpirit, which is infinite and infa 
that we may live under the dire^ion and influenc 
all our days I 

33 The lot is caft/?r adventure into the * 
but the f whole difpofing thereof, thou 
appearance accidental^ is of the gracious inji 
Lord. 

Lots. Both great and fmall things are objed: 
vine fuperintendance. How comfortable I He difp 
what is moil fecret. 

Grant, Lord^ as thou repeated thy mercies, fo vi 
repeat the feveral duties of our religion ; and th 
vance nearer to thee, by that likenefs, through wh 
are ever with thee, and by which alone we can 
nigh unto thee ! 

♦ Or rticiven f Or its decifon. H. 
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BETTER is a ^rj fcaniy morfcl, for true 
en/oymentj and quietncfsr therewith ; 
than a houfe full of good cheer*, like iemple-hcri" 
with near vexatious ftrife. 



DrnneKc peace. Quiet and holinefs mark the chil- 
dren of the Inghefi ; and render fociety blifsful. Pure fo- 
etal meats are Sacrifices dill of thankfgiving. Liberal 
Wid joyiiil fpirits are congenial. AfHuence often pro- 
milcs what it doth not confer. Want is not always mi- 
ierable. Perfonal peace of mind renders others fo. 
Noify contentious feafts arc burdenfomc. Peace is bet- 
ter Uian delicates. Invite not the peevifh to table-fel- 
lowfliip. 

A \ wife faithful fervant, when known, flhall a 
have rule over. a fpendtbrift ill-doing fon, that 
caufeth fliame to his neareji relative^ \ and 
fhall come in time to have part of the inheri- 
tance by pur chafe, among the brethren. 

Faithful feroanU. Fidelity is proved by time and care. 
Ncgledl itfelf is unfaithful, PfaL ci. 6, 7. £ph. vi. 5. 
Man is not born for himfelf alone, but for fociety. R* 

The J fining-pot is fox purification of GXwtr, 3 
Stnd the hotter crucible furnace for precious 
gold ; but the fovereign bleffed and holy Lord § 
trieth the hearts of bis be/i beloved people^ for 
^ their good. 

* jIt nvlncb frtendt were eniertainedf Exod, xxiv, 5. 
DetU, xvUL 3. /^. f Or, a wife guardian conirouletb am 
imprudent fon ; and dtvidetb the Inheritance among the hro^ 
then. //. J Or melting crufe, H. § Proveth, H. 
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AffHalons fanSyUd. Man's knowledge readies o 
dcfigns, principles and movements of the foul, 
xiv. 4. i Cor. iv. 3, ^c. Afflidlions, taken with pa 
refine the very bed, 1 Pet. i. 7, &c. Mai. iii. \ 
Jer. vi. z2>. Tbcy may dj^efi^ but nerer can iMti 
the good. 

4 A wicked doer givcth eafy heed to 
injuring lips ; and a liar, in particular^ g 
jt//V)& ear to a 6/2/> naughty tongue Ixi 
vwn* 

EvU doers and Bars. A bad heart is the cooftan 
ciple of cruel defamation. Such conftrud of otli 
what they feel. Their maxim is, the more mifch 
better fport. Compare i Cor. xiii. 6. Plal. liL i, 4 

5 Whofo mocketh the poor, on that ac 
reproacheth his all-wife maker : and he 
IS glad at calamities brought upon otbtrsj 
not be long unpunifhed. 

Poverty and qffHalon. It is the extreme of cruelt] 
creafe wo, Eccl. iv. 3, &c. Affliftions try and 
mate excellence. MifconftniA not divine judge 
To fpare giving^ the misfortunate are too often Sy 
cious. This is to add murder to the robbery of 
ritablenefs, Deut. xxiv. 14* 15. Goi/efpoufes thi 
of upright want, Prov. xxviii. 27. 

Let the confideration of that great and terrible 
judgement abide, God^ upon our hearts contin 
at which we fhall awake out of the duft of deat 
fee the Lord ye/u^y God made mamfeft in the Jlefhy cc 
flaming fire, to take vengeance on all thofe that kn< 
God^ and that obey not his gofpel : and beflow 
honour and immortality upon thofe that obey hii 

6 Children's children arc the moli fn 
ornamenting crown of virtuous old men ; 
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the glory oifucb children are their wife life* 
ful parents. 

Parents and children. They who earh'eil honour dnAm 
•rder^ do oftenell live in a long race of defcenUants, Plal. 
cxxvii. 3, &c. — cxxviii. 1, Sec. Pious offspring rife up 
to blefs their infant, youtlifiil protedlors. How inefti- 
nable and beneficial^ to l>e thus defcended ? 2 Tim. i. 5. 

Ktty up noble excellence, by clofe imitation, i Chron. 

jxniu 9. 

Excellent fpccch becometh ♦ not a weak 7 
wicked ioo\ to meddle with ; much lc£$ do lying 
lips/uit the character ofz prince. 

Eloquence^ and lying. Vain perfbns will fometimes 
affed thtf praifes of truth, to the diftrefs of all who 
knowrthem. Stations oftruft, and office, require the 
fiiifieft attachment to what is fair and equitable. Falfe- 
hood is the moft dired reverfe of divine nature and ^nll, 
P&L ▼• 3» &c. Rev. XXI. 8, 27. — ^xxii. 15. Miniflers of 
Tdigion are fpecially bound to faithful fpeech. An 
€11^ rifing vanity, may one day obfcure great qualities. 

Af gxhfrem pure grace is captivating^ as a 8 
precious ftone in the eyes of him that hath 
*^ P9lRIJi<*^ of\t\ whithcrfoever it turnetb, 
Ij any hand^ it profpereth with fuitable praife. 

Gifts. Bribes to the hurt of right are curfed abufes 
of wealth. Gifts of grace are juft the reverfe, Job xxxi. 
7i &c We always love with pleafure. 

He that J covereth ^Jlight tranfgreflion,/^r 9 

* Or the languagt of dignity becometh noty life. H. Cons' 
fare^ Luke xxii. 25. f Or a bribe is Rke a beautiful gem 
ii C&r eyes of him who loveth gifts ; it procureth a manjuccefs 
m whatfoever he attempteth^ Prov. xxH. 24. — f. \^ H. 
X Or concea/eth an ill wordy Prov. xi. 27. 
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p$aeefakej feeketh. and fr^mreti ^^fin tie 

Jing of pure love among neighbours ; but he 
bafely rcpeatcth a matter ofthatfortic^^Xi 
very intimate former friends. 

Love and hatred. Many cfcapes ought to be 1 
in filence* to reform the tranfgrefTors, and do g( 
fociety. Admonifh fccretly and with mildnefs. 
not at every femblance of evil. Some that are n 
mit of extenuation. Difcord is a dreadful elem 
live in» Pfal. cxx. 5, &c. Col. iii. la. Sec., - 

IStay the confideration, how much we finners \ 
lieved againft the rigour of the law of God^ by tl 
diation of Jefut Chrtfi^ prevail with us, in obe<fie 
thy divine authorityi Lord^ and in ^dtude i 
divine compaflion, to abate all rigour m thofe dr 
which we make upon our brethren, how much i 
diey have offended hs ; and as we hope to be fiir 
may we fiwgive ! 

I o A judicious mild reproof entereth mon 

into the profitable conviflion of a wife 4 
man, than an hundred y^o;^^ ftripes int< 
(fz fool. 

Reproof. Thought, ingenuity and teachablen 
chara^eriftics of prudent wifdom. Neither div 
human ftripes, will cure the obftinate, Prov. zx 
Truly wife people are jealous of their owa heart 
invite people to be free with them. 

I I An accustomed tsW man, feeketh only hi 
ous rebellion ; therefore one time or anothi 
cruel ineflenger (hall be fent againft hii 
condign punijhmer^. 

D^ord» Habitual fin gradually hardens, an< 
to ftek si&er ftupifying rebellious opinions. & 

* Or mimHer of vengeance. 



meet a defencelefs man ; rather than a fool in 
fol 
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ively imaginsitions, are commoaly the Icaft folid, and 
noil apt to create broils. R, 

Let a furious bear robhcH of her whrlps 1 2 
eet a defencelefs mi 
'be rage of his roily. 

*lt/^. Revenge is bafe, and totally incompatible with 
religion. LofTes are apt to increafe wrath. How like 
10 mixtal favagc fnry is that of ihe ruffian ? They have 
more inftruments of cruelty, than boars. Overcome 
svil with good. 

^hofo ungratefullyrtvif2LvAtth evil for good, 1 3 
fhe pvnijhment ^evil fliall not long depart out 
Eroai his houfe. 

IngraiituJe. To ncgled, and maltreat a bcnefaiflor, is 
Black, horrible guilt. Generations unborn may have 
<:auie to weep under it. Honour even fniall favours 
"With thankful remembrance. Whoever is capable of 
'forgetting a benefit may be looked upon as an enemy 
tob^y. 

The beginning of ftrife/A^w^A/Jiw//, U liable 14 
Mo gradual increafe^ as when one letteth out a 
great weight of water ; therefore • leave off 
^Utending to tbegr&und c/ contention, before it 
'he well meddled with. 

Strife. A clofe guard is due to things of importance. 
^livial efcapes may ptove fatal. Stop the flood gates 
^ jealoufy and palllon, while you may. Jam. iii. 5, 8. 
-A dying ember may be fo blown upon, as to do a world 
«fhann, £ccl. xxviii. 11, &c. Prov. xxvi. 20, ai. Be 
xot afhaxned to afk peace. R. 

* Some therefore meddle not with that which may Iring on 
t^entwum if* 
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15 He that juftifieth the wicked with bis 
iedge as innocent ; and he thztj from lite h 
of mindj condemneth the juft in bis dec 
even they both are an aboaiuiation \ 
Lord. 

R\ghtfoufntfs and vice. Plead not for a bad cad 
fax lefs fet it eloquently o£F. To abuie the ieat d 
ment, for fuch purpoies, would be peculiarly h 
£xod. xxiii. 6, 5cc. 

Teach us» Lord^ to confider how much of o 
of life has been already confumed in the fervice of 
how little may remain for the neceflary exercif 
pentance, by which what was ill done, may be u 
and the contrary habits of righteoufheis, may bi 
duced and fettled ! Left we be conOrained at 
take part with thee againft ourfelves ; and to a 
ourfelves, without daring to aik/or hope, for that j 
without which we muft perifli everlaftingly. 

J 6 Wherefore is there a price put in the 
of a weak wicked fool, by opportunities^ ' 
beneficial wifdom, feeing he hath no 
heart • to nuike tife of it? 

Means and occafiotu How many fit ignorant 
the beft advantages for inftruAion ? 1^ wani 
city and not to ufe it are nearly the fame as u 
quence» though not as to guilt, Ffal. zxzii. 8, 9 

xii. 47. 

17 Ajincere friend lovech at all times f, 
brotheryriVwrf, is born Jorfpecial aid i 
day ^adverfity. 

Friendjbip. Conftancy and fortitude are the ton 

* On no difpofitwn* H \ Somef yea a lr<4> 
he be^ H. 
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)£ trnelcnre ; from knowledge, goodnefs and experience. 
Sach will prodendj allow for human frailties ; and grow 
n afitedion with trials. To conceal fentiments and 
iflUdions is cmd to friendihip. 

A man void of underftanding ftriketh 18 
bands in bafte^ and thus becometh furety for 
iMheTj even in the prefence of his judicious 
&$5ttd, whom be might and ought to have con* 
fkHed. 

^/J^tr^lfi^ To engage from love and friendfiiip» the 
npfl^ty and circumuances fhould be well thought of. 
nji unjnft to do this for more tlian we are worth, and 
I^Kj fometimes prove crueL In many cafes, they do 
tkdi« who become bound for another, without their 
^n^ledge, chap. vL x, &c. 

• Se affs as one wholovtxh tranfgreffion, that 1 9 
loveth to be engaged where ftrife is / and he 
1^1/^ proudly * exalteth his gate, behaves as one 
^Vkleeketh yi^r^ miferable deltrudion. 

Pride. Make peace v/ith fpeed, ver. 14. Pfal. xxxiv. 
14. Pride and bad temper are near intimates, which 
^^reiifteth. 

J He that hath a rajh froward heart, leading 20 
hfoUe words ^ findeth no good from thence, but 
much evil ; and he that hath a pervcrk Jhuf" 
fling tongue falleth intoyJr^ mifchief. 

.wFroward heart and fpeech* Violence, immodefty and 
llabbomefs, are fure marks of a froward heart. They 
wifh to fee things in their word lights, and pay no re- 
gard to convidions, Pfal. vii. 14, iScc. 

* SmrHi buUdeth hi^h hit houje^ H* 
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2 1 He that f begetteth a weak fmphut 
doetb it to his frequent forrow \ and th 
thcr oi fuch a fool hath no joy at all in i 

IVlchd children. Vice is worft than fimple w« 
yer. 25. Education negledted is hideous. Yo 
lulls often lead to ruin, Hof. iv. 4. i Pet. ii. 1 1. 
ingpain to parental tendemefs is little fhort of paij 
BeUt. zxi. 189 &c. 

22 A merry heart, fr9m upright virtue j c 
good to both foul and body^ likt? a refrefkfm 
dicine ; but a broken dejeiled fyint^ 1 
horrors of guilty drieth the very bones. 

Cheerfulmefi and d^eSitm* Sweet and cafy te 
have ufually moft health. It balances often a n 
weak conftitution and fbme degrees of wmty 
zzxvii. 1I9 16. Joyial heats are of no dbratioii 
followed, for moft part, with double uneafineis. 
of repentance is not without what is quieting ; wi 
forrow of this world ¥H}rk€th death. Solicitude d 
itfelf, £ccl. XXX. 24. 

' We acknowledge, OLwdy mo/lbighf that the obei 
of our whole lives is due unto thee> our creator, an 
every alienation of ourfelves from thee is profan< 
facrilegeous. But having done ads of eftrangi 
from, and hoflility againil thee, we confefs, that v 
viciouily difpofed thereby, and both unworthy oft 
viiur, and, remaining impenitent, incapable of it. 

23 A wicked injuring man taketh a gift 
of the bofom, to pervert his ruler from 
ways of judgement. 

Brihery. When tlie means of repairing wrong 
abufed, the perverfion is infufferable. He who I 
acknowledges* the. badnefs of his caufe i and he w2 
ceives is impious, cruel, bale. Such do fet the w 

t Rather^ hath begotten. H 
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d to ialcy only becaufe the^ have been hurt by them 
•cfore. Happy ifles where freedom and laws have their 
lue courfe, EccL iv. i , &c. Qunlitics in leaders are birth» 
Qtrepidity, temperance and experience. R. 

The f rule of equitable wifdom is ever be- 14 
tire him that hath undei ftanding* to execute 
ie duties of his place ; but the eyes of the mndy 
m a weak indifferent fool, are ai in the ends of 
^e earth from true right. 

Kmrnflufge sfpBeJ. A roTing eye, with vaeuing car- 
iagCf proclaims emptinefs. What perfeds tae human 
koddcs are the proper things to be known by a reafon- 
ihk being. Mere fpecnlatioM ferve only to amnfef 
toi« L aiy 6tc. Phil. iv. 8. Corrupted minds can haTe 
niclifli for heavenly truths. R. John. iii. i9» &c. 

- A IboKfh ilUbehaving fon is z/evere-f grief 25 
to his father^ and bitterne& Hfelf to her that 
\ffjFc him* 

^tai cUitk-em. See yer. ax. Parents may griere, sad 
efCB be spfiery, in order to wife chaftifement. A mother's 
fata is ablolutely confuming. ' Ye next to bowelefi chxl* 
ftrtnthinkofthde things. 

Alfo to punifti the juft like malefoBors is 25 
not good /or either them or the public; nor to 
firike princes for their laudable meafures of 
equity. 

Rulers. Hafte and paflioa do not excufe erroneous 
jodges. High office abufed portends ruin to a ftate, PfaL 
aL 8. A civil war is the greateft of all calamities. 
iVecipitate changes, however ufefiil they may appear^ 
te always dangerous. R» 

* It$ ihe couMtmana of a wipf man^ Vf^Hom apftearwtb /. 
Wt she qfSi rf ^ fool roll UiiOkAhcu Hi \ HTtHUhu 

O X 
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2^ He that hath deep knowledge fiutdiUi 
words ; and a man of real underbndi^lk * 
of an excellent cwA fpirit. '^ 

T'ot^t'go w rn m e t it, The ooore peopk knoVidt 
ienfible they ve of their ignorance. Flnencyaill 
ipeech do not always charaAerize jddgemat.' 
siffeAs Icaft who knows moft. OftenutioD b U 
Self-command argues calm thonght» and eontt 
tue, Jam. iii. i, &c. The bcft canfcf are fomrtiBBi 
by raihnefs. Be fparing in words, when circufflU, 
fpaxk fufficiently for themfelves. R, The ^^ 
by hints, rather than by long elaborate difcdEn^.^ 

28 Even %Jimple ignorant fool, when he 
eth his peace, is counted ^ife, by i^h 
are Jirangers to him; and he that ' ' 
clofe his lips, for the fake of Jbearit^ _^, 
efteeoied a man of underfianding. Si 

Speech and f knee. A convidion of weafaie&W* 
good ftep to become wifer. Modefty conciliates 04^ . 
dears. Pride is unteachable. Moft infants U^. Jt| ' 
fpeaky and fhould not be taught forwardne& Top | 
vern fpeech is mercy to ourlclves, and ju^ tOfB 
world. "Ijf 






CHAP. XVIII. 

I npHROUGH ♦ an earneji defire ^ 
X knowledge^ a man having fcpantrf 

* A retired man purfueth the refearcbu he Jei^ 
in ; and hath pleafure in each branch of fdence. H* 
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iaifelf from the bu/y world feeketh with dili* 
*ne§^ and in frocifs rf iime^ iDtermeddleth 
ith all profiiMe wlfdom* 

SuBtudt mU mnBtatkn. Uaderftanding^ leadi the 
ul» Afetth. Ti. 32* &c. Earaeft defire and diligence 
iws from aficdion Succeis is the reward. The mmd 
' man fees but a fmall nunaber 6f ideas, and (hould re- 
lew them. R. Agreeable fequeftered places footh the 
ml to fweet fpintoal mufings. JL Prize a life of 
ace and tranquillity. R. 

A f vain fool hath no delight in under- s 
anding great /ubf'e^s^ but that the depth rf 
is heart may difcover itfelf. 

Trm knowledge. Td fpeak and to be fpolten of is a 
QDBd man's objeA» not to .become jgood. The tender 
iffioBS loie their force, and their £licac7» when xhey 
eeomediCufe. R. 

When the wicked cometh to be fully known^ 5 
hen cometh alfo jufi contempt, and with 
iifl/jtfif^rtf/ ignominy reproach. 

Cute w M amd ftproach. Evil habitt lead t* hardening^ 
bttk inL 6. PlaL i. 1, &c. 

The enrUbing words of a f^odT man's mouth, 4 
le inexhaufiible as deep waters ; and the large 
rell-fpring of wifdom ijfues forth pleafantlj^ as 
\pure flowing brook. 

Good emverfnaion. A wife holy man ceafes not to ihiw 
tyve both mind and heart. He grudges no ieafonable 
Is to others, and thereby quickens thought, ch. z- i j*. 

f A fid Jdtghtetb not m knowledge ; htU In tSe dijp/ajhg 
Hi own ibougbtu H. % Orfoiini(mJiream. H. 

03 
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5 It is not good, bttt rather bideousj t< 
the perfon of the wicked, to overt 
this nieans^ the undoubted righteous evi 
lemn judgement* 

Criminal parhaUiy. Bad governors are 119 
none. Guilt eafieft (kreened is more hate 
xix. 15. 

6 A proud foors lips enter into viol 
tention, and his mouth, as it were^ 
loudioT vengeful ^Toikcs. 

Cottientton, They who blow the coal of mi 
fure to fuflPer. Indifcreet fpeech ifTues often ir 
cruel difputes, ch. vi. 2* — ^xiii. 3« 

7 A fool's mouth is his fure defiru 
/^/?, and his fal/e injuring lips are as t 
of his own foul. 

Speaking evlL Sec reflexions ver 6. ,Th< 
eminent virtue overwhelms with reproaches, c 
they fet-m to triumph. R. 

8 The words of a whi/pering tale-bea 
by their apparent k'lndnefs^ as deef 
wounds, and they go down, through 
to the innermoft vital parts of the be 

WhtJ^rmg, Smooth cuts, given with art, 
others ihc worft. Some aflPedl to mean no hair 
ferve religion, and all to be averfe. 

9 He alfo that is flothful in his woi 
ft to fro/per^ andfoon it will befeen^ ti 
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-other-/r^iq^^r to him that is a great 
laous^ wafter. 

Idktiefs ottdfioHjfrN. Man is intended for labour. The 
>bleft bleffings or our earth are inward peace and re- 
itation. People are unjuft to fociety, who do not 
prL The idle and intemperate feek immediate plea- 
ue, which iflues in various miferable guilt, ch. zxiii. 

The graciour powerful n^mc of the Lord is 10 
I ftrong tower ; the righteous runneth from 
Jvih of every kind into it and is kept fafc. 

Tnifi in God. Every divine attribute is a defence to 
ihe pious, or effectual fupport, 2 Cor. xii. 6, &c. God- 
bf fivtitude will conquer the moil violent oppofitions. R. 
Leave to omnipotence the care of accomplilbing his 
Qvs decrees, without prefcribing the means. R. He 
obdi not abandon the forrowful. R. 

We blefs thee, our Creator and Governor^ that in all 
cafiss, even the mod afflidted, we can approach thee with 
good hope of finding favour and help, feafonable and pro- 
JBoitionable to our needs. 

The impious rich man's wealth is his chofen 1 1 
irong city to abide in^ and as an high wall in 
Ids own conceit,yi/^m(3r to all oppofttion. 

Rkies ahufed. Religious confidence appears as folly, 
Q ungodly pride. Job xxxi. 24, 15. Wealth ruins 
acre than it fupports, i Tim. vi. 9, 10. Every wick- 
d acceflion is a new plague and provocation, i Tim. 
L 17. Pfal. iv. 9. 

Before deftruftion the heart of man by his la 
¥iks is often obferved to be haughty, and before 
lonour x& the captivating grace g/* humility. 

* Or robber. H. 
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Mmiikj^ mdfrUt. A hxi^htf ana. nub 
enemies and difobliges friends. Pial|>ei i t y is i^ 
flate, Prov xxix. 23. i Pet. v- 5. 

We make our appltcatioa to thee* who art j< 
JUmefit aad engage oorfelves in the worlc of o« 
voy, af ftrong in the Lofd, and in the powei 



13 He that anfwereth a matter befoi 
heareth it fully out^ it b in the end foil 
timptible and certain long Ihame unto hii 

R^ ju4mg* No oae can do juftice witboni 
weighing all that can be faid. Shame if a naciu 
fequeace of difgrace. Anfwers ought to fuit th 
meaning and purpafe of what was aiked. The; 
miftake who hear only in part. Such company is 
at timest and always unpleaiaiit. 

14 The pious paiieni fpirit of a man will f 
his mnimal infirmity ; but a confcious W4 
ed f^mifrom guilty who can bear ? 

Pattenci and dejpair. Piety, £utli» fortitude, cr 
affliftioni Jam. 1. 3, &c. Rom. v. 3, &c. VTm 
pies are powerful 1 whereas fuperfttuon weakens \ 
tafes. Virtue regulates the paifions, but does i 
tinguiih tender ientiment. 

We confefsy Lord^ that the terror of a guilty 
makes it difficult to bdieve our reconciliatioa w 
offended God; but by^e death of Chrt/ly there is 
vindication of the divine law and maintenance ti 
lafting righteoufaefi. Hence, the moft iacred ( 
tion is laid upon us, and the moft gracious pr<miii< 
finned to us. 

15 The heart of the fore/eeing prudent ge 
knowledge of prefent precarious outward < 
ment ; and the ear of the wife feeketh 
knowledge with folicitudi. 
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^rwhma. If we are not aware of what may give 
I and <li&ppointxnent ; they come with much force, 
s prudent tojruard equally againft defpair, and what 
f liappeB. Proportion earneftnefs to what is valu- 
;, and ufe fit means. Pradice cflablifhes habit and 
K}fition ; ietdes a conftitution and temper : a good 
rtf and a good life. 

A man's gift maketh frequent open room 16 
r him \ and bringetii him before great 

G^. Bafe fonls prefer felf-intereft to that of the puh- 
fV'Piad. IzziL 3» &c«. 12, &c* Merit ought ever to 
iply. vacant offices, Pfal. ziL 8. When counfels 

ae often, the powers of fadtion and money are 
y to be dreaded. Few national judgements can 
more awful» Ifa. xi. 2, &c. Gifts, as marks of mu- 
ll a^edion, are valuable. 
'-\ 
iHetibat is firft heard in his own caufe feem- 1 7 

h juft; but his more righteous Deighbour 
imeth afterwards and fearcheth him out to 

ihifgemeat im^artiaL Parties muft be called and at- 
medto before an equal fentence. The bed are ia 
Bjnr from felfifh ftretches. Sufped no more than 
ilnie dearly proved. The law itfelf is judged, con* 
ifixadf when people do otherways. 

Vqfling ^the lot at times caufeth conten- 18 
ihs to ccafe ; and parteth/^r w^r between 
« mighty difputants. 

tots. Some cafes are replete with unfurmountable 
Gculties. Appeals therefore muft be made to heaven, 
trious to this, every proper human mean fhould be 
ciL ■ The will of Goti made manifeft ought to filence 
controverfy, Ads i. 24. To rifk a great ftake, with- 
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«ut neceffityy is moft Grinunul » tnd €mA i 
choly deputes. Hafcard games maj he bom 
an amufement ; bat become intoknibk, as a 
Think if you can lofe without impatience^ 
wrong to others, Prov. xiv. a a. 

19 A brother by blood offendad is oftefi 
to be won, than a tirong fortified cit 
their mutual contentions are YiktJbiA 
km bars of a caftle upon each other. 

Ojfencei and contenthtu. The ntmoft pradenc 
§A where near relatrres 9re parijes Delicatx 
broken render fubieqnent union ncit to hopekC 
Ueto o£Ptnd of afiidden, and againft nnoi 
dearing offices. CaR ont envy and pride. I 
aefty under pretence of beinsp fiuaoQiar. It ii I 
rionet that nan (bonU (iibdne nun. R^ A 
cord broken is not eadly joined agam, Nmn. 3 

to Tbe buftger ofz man's belly ihalll 
ficd in many ca/esy with the good frui 
mfe /peaking mouth ; and with the / 
creafe of his ufeful lips fiiall he be qui 

Cmwrjkikm ufi^uL We ihoold fland in a?ii 
Aejpirit ^ God has laid fo gT^ ftrefs upon, . 
Pfal. xxziz. I. Thoughtletsnefs and paffion 
eal to right words, Pfal. xxxiv. 1X9 ^c. ^ 
and the joy of fpreading ufeful knowledge 
ipiritual advantages. 

1 1 Not unfeldom death and life tbemfeh 
the power of the tongue; and tl 
love to* direct it fliall cat the ^ 
fhereof. 
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o themfelres, by weak or evil fpecch. There is no 
tiling what we once utter. Siwecli is the feat of per* 
ion, and ought only to be applied lur beiiciicial mat- 
. WTiat a burden upon neighbourhood are niali- 
IS evil-fpeakers ? How great iheix danj^v-r? Maiih. 
$S» &c. Jam. ill. 5, &c. 

Whofo findeth a true wife, finder h a good 22 
ing above mojl others / and obtainelh ftgnal 
rour of the fovereign Lord. 

V9oet. Only a meet help merits the name of a wife. 
iaik anderil choices, from motives of this v^orld, turn 
rUften and juftly to be vexatious. Neither hu^ands 
' wrts become perftS all at once ; and parties 
dd ezped this. Sweet temper and prudent love al- 
tafe mutual caresi chap. xxxi. ii, 5cc. Seek accom- 
htteats of mind and heart, rather than even good 

TI1C modefi poor, tat^bf by his circumflances^ 23 
adififi conciliating intreaties, but the rich, 
adrfbis wealihjZnfwcreth theheji roughly. 

WioU and poverty. Large outward fortune feldom 
nates from pride. A low date is intended by hea- 
ito humble, and is preferable to the abufe of wealth. 
M|^ anlwers are an infult, Jam. ii. 5, 8. 

A man tliat hath real friends muft fhew 24 
mfclf friendly, by kind offices ; and there is 
{^nd of this fort that fticketh clofcr in bene* 
mt affehion^ than a ^/(7(7c/-brother. 

Vinmdfhip. The iacred tie requires both nice care and 
iftancy. Rtferve is wounding, but to diflru/i is kitting. 
outdo by mutual kind ads is becoming (Irife. Every 
i^TOor juftifies former ones. Religious virtue is 
e and (lable. Whoever looks for a friend without 
3erfedtions will never find what he feeks. R. We 
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are not always equally content with onrfeWes 
a friendy we flioiild fhew oucfthres fuch as w 
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CHAP. XIX. 

1 Y^ETTERy as to peace and credit/u 
XJ man that walketh in his i 
than he that is pcrverfe andfalfe \\ 
and is foon dif covered to be i^ wicked 

Integrity and falfehood. Pra^ical errors 
woril cozifequencey Matth. vi. 22. A hab: 
and a^ion is what determines integrity. Ti 
perience maketh this manifeft. Gcneroui 
ufually revered by the worft. To be hated 1 
ed is real praife. 

BlefTed be thou, God^ who didft create 
very good (good in themfelves, and good f 
ther) and who wilt maintain, and defend th 
and either work falvation for thofe reaibnab! 
which degenerate into evil, or wilt deftro; 
which is contrary to thy will and nature, b] 
tion of thofe who obllinately adhere to it. 

• 

2 Alfo, that the foul be without 
feeing knowledge, it is not good 
world ; and he that carelefsly hafteth 
feet to a6l^ open * finneth to great hu 

Foreftght and rq/hnefs. A juft difcernmei 
fliould be done is fafe and comfortable. Ca^ 
Cod is our befl prefei vative, Phil. ii. 13, 14- 

* OrJlumbUth. H, 
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e. CBtm to be only innocent amufements ; 
nth receive^.cuiloinsy and a liberty which 
('ed in order to pleafe. R, 
IS, LorJf through this vain and trandtory 
nful and tempting ftate, that we, preferving 
n all pollutions of the fleih and fpirit» and 
linefs m thy fear, may be fitted for the fulled 
s and communications of thee, who filled 
th raptures of gladnefs and joy, as far as 
ble to receive from thee, the boundlefs ocean 
1 glory ? 

} criminal fooWQincfs of tf man per- 3 
i way • 0/ a£ting ; and when befuf- 
\hence^ bis heart impioujly fretteth 
! Lord. 

\nefs. Want of fincere love to goodncfs is 
[uent caufe of practical midakes. Inatten- 
ie ruins vaft multitudes. Even the natural 
of vice are not patiently taken. They 
W and his righteous edablifbments to fuf- 
account, 
remember with all gratitude and joy, 
evil is contrary and inferior to tliee, whofe 
fovereignty are tranfcendent ; and by this 
and life of the intelledual world arc fecur- 
i wilt not fuffer any iiich evil to prevail 
rvants, 

Uo often maketh many projcjfing 4 
ut the huTfible deHitute poor ib con- 
I feparated from his next door 



oor> Wealth gives power and influence ; 
It, when properly laid out. But to flatter 

irsj defigm^ furpofes, H, f Or, defer lad 

P 
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and cajole the wicked rich is abominaUe. ] 
citude is due from the wealthy to manage. 
16. Jam. ii. i, &c. 

5 A falfe witnefs of any kind Ihall not 
puniflied/^r a langfpace^ and he that f 
lies upon/olemn oaihy above every other ^ \ 
efcape the vengeance of heaven. 

Falfe wttrujjtng. Equivocal dubious terms, 
ing evidence, is real falfe witnefs bearing ; an 
cuffn^xf^^, that defies ju (lice. Zech. v. i, ice. I 
5cc. A<5ls of fraud and violence do often ifl 
jury, Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 

6 Many, /(?r hafe ends^ wiW fycophanti 
treat the favour of the reigning princ 
character everfo bad; and every mai 
is a friend in appearance to him that 

frequent gifts. 

Sel^nefif and gifts. Be not eftranged frpi 
virtuous man. Affedions may be known fror 
looks. Even a king's favour fhould not be j 
by a crime. R. Sincere benevolence would 
without hope of recompence. R, 

7 Itfomeiimes happens y that all the bret 
the poor, who have been brought up togei 

fo hate, as iofhun him only for his wani 
much more do his later profejfing frie 
far away from him, when need is greatt 
who is defiitute purfueth both ofxh^m w 
ne/i petitioning words, yet they arc cruell 
iiig infupplies to him. 

Po'uerty negleSed, Nature and faith require u 
one another's burdens. Former good circumfl 
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bon fbrgotten^ along with paft favours. To ftand 
' from certain honeft misfortune, is pradtical hatred, 
xli. I, &c. 1 John iii. 15. The remembrance of 
er eafy iituation, adds to fuflfering want. Job. vi. 
5- 

e that once getteth ufeful wifdom, by pro- 8 
neans^ loveth the happinefs ^his own foul; 
he that keepeth underftanding in exercife 
I find certain everla/iing good. 

^tfitaUt knowledge. The mind is incapable of equal 
cation to two oppofite interelh, i John ii. 15, 16. 
t principles, with pious charitable difpofitions, con- 
e the life of the foul ; and are put into the power 
. Happinefsy from thence, is rationally progreffive 
ant. 

i falfe.witnefs of any kind (hall not be un- 9 
xfhtd for a long /pace ; and he that fpeak- 
lies itponfolemn oath fliall inevitably perifh* 

ft wiin^g. See ver. 5. Truth ought to be (acred 
cry traniaftion ; being the ground-work of juflice 
inion. From fwearing and lies, in common conver- 
4 the progreis to what is falfe in judgement becom* 
ify. Check the firft movements to diHTembling in 
xxif Prov. lix. 5. 

befhow of* great delight is not fecmly for 1% 
r a weak or wicked fool ; much lefs for a 
mt rf low rankj with incapacity to have 
over reigning princes. 

mtatious pleafure. Animal gratifications in their 
t, difgrace reafon. The body was made to be 
J ; the mind to govern. It is both unpleafant and 

* Or of elegance and digntty. H* 
P 2 
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yet thinks cither how to excufe or alleviate : T 
man greatncfs. Quick revenge is followed with 
and other fad effeAs^ Luke zviii. 19. Prov. xvi. 

12 The king's wrath is tremendous a 
roaring of a hungry Hon ; but /A^ effeU 
favour isfwcetly beneficial^ as tie even^dt 
on the heated grafs. '• 

ji iin^i favour and tvrath. It is a chief dut/j 
to give nor take offence, if pofflble, Ecd- viii. 4. 
difputable points. Provoke not clear comn 
right, chap. xx. 2. Profperity yields a frjefhenii 
2 Pet. ii. 1 2, 3cc* The moft excellent laws are 
without ftable execution. R. 

13 A wicked foolifli fon is xht fevere ca\ 
of his pious father ; and the clamorous a 
tions of a wife are like a continual drc 
of water through the roof. 

A bad wfe and children. Family peace foundei 
ligion is a chief fource of enjoyment, and exc 
to gratitude. Few trials are more difficult to bcj 
what oppofes this. The worft of people do feel it 
joyous looks ought to reward labouring for family 
Continual dropping leads to wifh a change firoi 
no outward advantage can remedy. How mi 
reverfe of Chriftian love \ i Tim. ii. 8. i Pet. ii 
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andeur tf houfe and riches are the fre^ 14 

inheritance of fathers ; and a fiilful 
int afftHing wife ii a IhUl higher favQur 
the Lord. 

dSf prrndtna* Some (kvonrs we owe to heaven 

ire^lj. In the choice of a meet help, this (kould 
ight of. Virtues of a fmgle life promife well, and 
ui attentive regard. Bodily properties do not al- 
doche a reafonable mind. It is pious to fuppoft 
od directs, when he is acknowledged. 

habit ^flothfulncfs, through time^ cafteth 15 
z kind of i\cep fleep; znd /ucb an idle 
hall fufier extreme hunger. 

p. Indolence fees and wifhes but will not work, 
t no oppofition doth fhew itfelf, it can go the 
of refolving ; which for moft part continues till 
rm is founded, out of time. The greater that 
OS arei the greater danger there is. 

that keepeth the divine commandment 16 
due care^ keepeth the peace of his own 

but he that defpifeth the right govern* 
0/^ his ways fliall die, under reproach and 



itnce to God* In no period mufl the rule of life be 
«d. Self-examination and knowledge are chief 
ies. In momentous cafes to be carelefs is to 
. By defcribing the effe^s of vice, man is brought 
w himfelf ; the heart is touched, while the mind 
ghted. R. 

f Faiier, as we have the flandard of true religion 
gofjpel of Refits Cbrtft^ who is our Ltord and Sng ; 
AS, who are Chriftians, confider thee, our God^ as 
ifled by him, in whom dwells all the fnlnefs of 
)dhead bodily ! 

p 3 
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i 7 He that hath beneficent pity upon 
right poor lendeth unto the Lord, u 
themfo ; and that which he hath giv< 
generous motives^ will he amply pa 
again. 

BcnefUtnce. Compaffion is the (burce of ffooi 
ble deeds. Motives from this world may leau 
which 6W will not reward, i Cor. ziiL 2, 3. 
out the afflidled, 2 Cor. ix. 9. The pleafure 
goody for its own fake, is unfpeakable. R^ ( 
iWrrow Should be obfer\'ed with refpe^ful fJenc 

Relieve, gratunu Lord^ and fuccour all tl 
nectflity and diflrefs ; and be a fuitable hel 
needful lime of trouble ! Support them by th] 
refrelh them with thy confolation, exercife tl 
.their profit, and prepare them for whatfoever i 
concerning them ! 

18 Chaften thy offending fon, while 
hope of his awendment ; * and let not 
indulgent foul (pare for his crying t9 d 

Parental correBton, To punifh corporeally 
a parent's la ft refource. When needed it is 
feverity. At the fame time very moving. Pro 
Heb. xii. 5, &c. 

19' A f man of great wrath Ihall fu 
nifliment on account of his violence in ha 
if, to prevent this^ thoii deliver him. t 
thou muft do it again, or leave hini int 
of his Joes. 

Wrath, The divine commands are truly 

* Somty hut do tt not in vjrath^ lejl thoujlmy him 
4. Lxod, iv, 24. i/, f Or, let a man of ^ 
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c«fe 'wibo ftetn to be religious do not often g^ 
^ temper, Eph. ru 4. Wrath lofes its own end 
cue, becomes an objed of general fconiy and fe- 
^enge, Prov. xxiz. 22. — ^xiv. 17, 29. Begin 
Dene early, Grace and ill neighbours do not 
)gether« 

ir early good counfel, and receive * in- 2p 
nnfir right condudi that thou may eft 
id wife, as to happinefs^ in thy latter end. 

emtnfel. The more danger there is from dif- 
rcy the more attention is due to fair warning, 
jive is noble, and dill more to overcome evil 
)od. Jam. iii. 1 7. Be ever open to argument, 
d to have faults made known, PfaL xc. 1 2. An 
calm refembles the repoic of God^ whofc infinite 
do not diminifh his perfe<5t tranquillity. 

re are many devices in a man's heart, 2 1 
de obligation ; neverthelefs the counfcl 
Lor d^ /or duty and bappinefs^ that fliall 
immoveable. 

'ectk. Events are of divine permiilion, or of im- 
; appointment* How eafy is it vnth him to con- 
:he wifeft apparent meafures? Prov. xvi. i, 9. 
\ prudence is to acknowledge the Almghty. The 
: of Go^/only offends us, becaufe we are finite and 
; judging only from fmall pieces, R. 
«nfdi it, O thou great mhdhUJed God^ to be the pri- 
md exaltation of our nature, that we are made 
ployment about thee ; that we can imitate the 
if thee, whofe name is exalted above all blefling 
life, above all acknowledgement and admiration ! 

I f defire of a man is to obtain his neigh- 22 

/77f , correSlion, H, f Or the glory of a rr'On ii his 
a, II. 
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bmif^i kindnefs ; and a poor unable m^^frm, 
upright compajjim^ is better tkan a menfrmf 
ing liar. , ' 

Kmdn^t, To gire it nstural to fjnqHUhj, »d pJk- 
like ; refines the underftanding ; ezerciies our bcft afa: 
tions ; and J^Tes freedom and opportunity to mquR fe 
' the afflided. Boontifolnefs is the higheR hnif. 
Some are made op of promifesy and only d&ppoaftiili 
ing to woes» Jam. iL 159 id. :,^ 

^3 The fear of the Lord, which leads /p d#^ 

/«/ obedience, tendeth to the bappinefs ^ttn* 

and he that hath it inpojfiffion ihall abide W 

tisfied : he (hall not be vifited with pf^ 

whelming evil. V« 

/lr«r ofGodf and true btffme/s. Solemn regohr A 
of piety maintain filial reverence, £ccl. xii. 13. iS 
blifs of contentment is fuperior to every other! Ht^ 
zxziv. 1 1, 5cc. Criminal folicitnde is often worfe dil< 
adual fuffering. Eternal life is a balance to the gnilfl 
natural evils. The truths of God have a great popf 
over the minds of men ; and whilft vre recount didciii 
worfhip, we are moved to divine refemblances I 

Caufe usy God^to adhere fteadfaftly onto oar religi(l%; 
virith rational approbation of every part of iti ttlt. 
keeping thy equtuble gracious commands, we may kne 
the high reward naturally confequent therenpon i ail 
at lad obtain eternal life, the final confummatioii^ ad^ 
glorious recompence thereof, which is the lifi; of oor,. 
Eves! ■' 

(24 A flothful man grows fo alarmingly in bis S' 
/order, that be * hideth his hand from labm 
and cold, in his bofom, and will not, witbsui { 

, ♦ Or drappeth his hand below hU plate, 2 Kingi KXh I J* 
.1 ChroH, Kxxv, 13. j^rmb. If. 
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iltanci^' fo' tnuch as bring it forih to his 
rath again. 

lotb. Indolence is progreflive, and fruitful of mi- 
^s« As long as demands of hunger will fhift off, it 
(iot be effedually roufed. Even wife methods of 
owing charity, fome of them diidain. 

Smite zfoolijh fcorner, and even the fimple 25 
!1 beware of imitating them \ and reprove 
b mldnejs one that \i^t\i fome good under- 
iding, and he will come more extenftvely to 
lerHand ufefid knowledge. 

9rreatoH and retrorf. Different kinds and meafures 
ice reqaire different treatment, Jude xxii. 23. Ma- 
ns obftinacy in fin wilhes and endeavours to pro- 
ite it among the ignorant. Irreligious ridicule is 
to be borne. One diief end of difcipline is to warn 
rs. Be mildy while there is hope from thence, Pia. 
49 te. Prov, xxviii. 23. — xxiv. 25. 
mg us at laft, Lord^ to thebleffed fbciety of faints 
angels ; and fit us to meet our Lord^ when he ihall 
sna from heaven, at the time of the reftitution of all 
rs ; and make as- capable of that pardon, which he 
bef^ow upon thofe who have been renewed by rcpcn- 
69 and reconciled to righteoufnefs, and to him. 

le that wafteth the fubjiance of\i\% father, 26 
. • chafeth away his affectionately remon/irat'- 
mother, is a fon that caufeth in/iant (hame, 
L bringeth on both more general and la/iing 
roach. 

rodfgaGly and Sfobedienci to parents* The word kiiid 
arricide is that which eats a father's bread, and 
ts ^s tears. Supreme juftice is the only adequate 

* Or thereby driveth out his mother. If, 
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avenger nf fuch. Who can think of being hat 
and night by this tremendous ghoft ? As yc 
pie hope for God's blefling, they ihould fcek tha 
parents. 

27 Ceafe, my dear fon, upon the earliel 
to hear with compofure the pretended 
tion that caufcth to err, from obedient 
words oi found knowledge. 

Seducers, There is a gradation in vice, (Pfa 
though next to impetceptible. Wicked exan 
folicitation, ought inilandy to be fled from, 
17, 1 8, Beware of wit and pleafantry from fi 
whole fyftcm of infidelity is erring from ki 
Think of the fentiments which can meet death 

Grant us time, Lord^ for our amendment ; 
all the events of providence^ and circumftanc 
lives further us herein ; that before we die wi 
fit to live for ever in that place, where the pei 
holinefs and righteoufnefs has a fovereignty in a 
and where all the exercifes of men (hall be an un 
ed employment of their faculties about theC; 
perpetual imitations of thee, and giving glorj 
to thee, who art xhzjirft caufe^ and the chufejt , 
original of our beings^ and centre of our reu I 

28 An ungodly witnefs fcorneth hot 
and human judgement; and the m< 
the Jlagiiious wicked, by that means ^ de^ 

for a time large wages of iniquity. 

falfi witneffing, " One who deliberately perji 
be to the higheft meafure abandoned. He d 
and Tetteth afide all juftice. At how mean 
they fet their fouls to fale ? Zech. v. i, &c. ft 

«9 Judgements of dreadful nature are 
ed for impious fcorners, and flripes 
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her for the back of carelefs fools, whom 
carry along with them. 

ipious fcojjing. Profpcrous vice is too apt to flatter 
' ; and thereby become more inexcufable, Rom. ii. 
c. Pfiil. 1. 19, &c. A good father will never make 
xf punifhznents, when he can gain his children by 
nefs. R. Not onlyjulUcey but goodnefs, requires 
oniih th^ guilty* R- 
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iriNE, when addidledto *, is like a mock- 
ff er ^ noble faculties ; ftrong drink of 
lAnd\% what leads to violent raging; and 
ifi>ever is deceived thereby, with thejpccious 
^ \e of drunkards i is not at all wife. 



\nmkennefs. The creatures of God are good, and to 
atefnlly ufed, for the benefit of foul, as well as body. 
fs is ever hurtful. The fight of a drunkard affords 
trating inflruAion. Caution and prudence ceafe 
'tmdue quantity, Jam. iv. j, &c. Even the warmth 
aality may fometimes deceive, Chron. xxiii. 29, &c. 
J who have leaft reafon to fpare are the molt apt to 
with it. 

'he juji fear of a dijpleafed king is tremens 2 

as the roaring of a fierce lion let loofe : 
>fo thus provoketh him to anger finneth 
b againit the peace and happinefs ofh\^ own 

I. 

■ * Contpan Prov* xxiv. 9.— ix. 18. — mv. 12. J/. 
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Wrath of kings. Equitable rulers are a tcrr< 
to evil works. Defpotifra is horrible. It is inji 
to contend, where there is no hope of fuccefs. 
armed with force, is like the iea in uproar. 

\ It is an honour for a man to ceafe 
ftrifc as much as poffible^ and Hilt more f\ 
nwnting and perpetuating it ; but every 
wicked fool will be ^fficiotijly meddlinj 
what doth keep thefe up. 

Strife, The beft at times are too apt to take 
and even to exceed in wrath, Watchfulnefs a] 
lution, therefore, are eflential to genuine excelleni 
not officious in other people's bufine(s- Beware 
honour, and taking to a paity. 

The fluggard will not plough inpr^pt 
by reafon of xht famijhing winter cold ; 
fore fhall he be forced to beg even in hz 
and have * next to nothing when Gthers . 
eafe. 

Sloth, Opportunity loft is often irreparabl 
dolence, though deteftable, wants not fonie ex 
other. Selfpleafmg is at the bcttoni of all. 1 
pity them. Begin life with diligence, fo as to ac 
habit. 

CQUnfel.f in the heart of a judicious n 
hid out of common view,, like the bottom of 
v/ater : but a man oi jimtlar good underi 
ing will be able to \ draw it out. 

Deep counfeh. Human nature ought to h 
ftudied. Thofe who live in public ftations arc mc 

* Or obtain, H, f Or dejign. X Rather draw it 
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. It U pkaisnt to &• the traces of uuth in aU 

• 

ildk thety mo/lgracim$ ^m/» for the excellency of 
libnaUa naiare thou haft invefted us men with ; 
It by our diftingoaiking faculties, we swe but a 
met thaa the angels, havtnc; dominion over the 
orksof thy hands, in diis TiUble world. 

ft men will proclaim aloud every one 6 
wti bonnleom goodnefs; but njincere 
til ^wffj man who zxtifoon find ? 

genaro/Uy, To give is endearing, and yet ought 
be boafted o£ Truft not large fpeakers upon 
mce. Modeft and cheerfol almonizers encourage 
effitotts to aft.' A bountiful heart is pleaftd with 
ift to ai£ft* What a treafure is fuch an one^ 
fruitful fpring of good ? Few vices difgracc hu- 
than ingratitude, Luke xvii. 1 7. 



; juft charitable man walketh clofe in his 7 
ity tbrmtgb life; his children by that 
\Ban$ often vet bleffcd with an agreeable 
mcf after him. 

rht beneficence. An iliimited juftice comprehends 
>le of duty ; and muft be the fruit of principle. 
:>- is proof againd temptation, and renews ilrength 
own experienced weakneifes. To a right feni« 
^, charitable juilice is the higheft of all hi miry ; 
t>r moft part rewarded even in time. Domeftic 
leldom, if ever, hurt by it. Examples make a 
Impreflion than reafoning. R» 

cttrkt king, that fitteth in the d i^/throne 3 
gement, fcattcreih away all kn/wn evil, 
liis firm impartial eyes. 

and government. The end of rule is to preferve 
y and good order ; which requires fiiperiors to 
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be watchful* intelligent, generous. A king in 
able for fubordinated governors. Fidelity and 
is the glory of office. Prefence and look of hi^ 
is terrible to the wicked. Subjeds who experier 
ought to be grateful. It is mad prefomption 
out mere will for a law. R. Ptinces fhould I 
tomedy as an efTential part of their religion, toh< 
the llrongeft and the mod falutary truths. R. 

9 Who can fay, with con/cious truths 
made my heart perfeSlly clean, I am pu 
from my favourite fin ? 

PerfeSwn unattamahk. In proportion to the j 
and weight of people's obligations is the danga 
falling mort. Thofe who are the moft humble a 
take the wideft views of duty, Jam. iv. 1 7. S; 
tionof the heart is indifpenfible. Jam. i. 14, 15. 
23. Sinful thoughts furprife the beft. Watch unt 
Be humble Feel the need of mercy ; that is, of^^ 

10 Divers /^7^ weights, and divers yj?^ 
fures, one to purchafe^ and another to 
wiihy both of them are alike abomina 
the/overcign equitable Lord. 

Trading jtifily. Appearances of piety rendei 
immoralities along with them quite fhocking 
not advantage of the young and fimple. Tl 
was not made for one perfon. Diead divine m 
human vengeance. The reverfe of God's nai 
will, he muit hate, as he loves himfelf, £zek. x: 
15. Pfal. 1. 16, &c. 

1 1 Even a child, above mere non-age^ is 1 
by the prevalence of his doings, whetli 
work be the effedl of pure innocent dij\ 
and whether it be like to ijfue in wA 
afterwards prove right to him. 
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HJpofiiums naturaL What people love, or hate mofl, 
on determined by their tenor of aAing ; efpecially 
n keen as well as frequent. Some probable judge- 
ts from thence may be made of the earlied appear- 
5 among equals, Prov. izii. 6. 

"he hearing ear, and the feeing eye, the (2 
d hath made even both of them^ to be fitly 
i while joungy and ever after. 

odily memhert. Each part of the human frame is ad- 
d with great beneficial wifJom, and ought to be ac- 
leledged with warm pious gratitude, Jam. i. 17. 
end upon heaven in a way of diligence, for improv- 
ill ffood gifts. The knowledge of God and ourfelves, 
id DC the chief aim of all our refearches. R. We 
I cmly our own exidence to be convinced oi God's. R. 
%aa art worthy, Lord^ to receive glory, and ho- 
Tf and power ; for thou had created all things, and for 
pleaiure, they are, and were created ! Thou art the 
canie, and the laft end« 

Lore not tmnecejfary i!ittip>,\t{i xhoM Jhould 15 
ine to abjeit poverty ; open thine eyes, for 
ing about worky and thou (halt be fatisfied 
th bread. 

hdufiry andjlotk Think, contrive, execute and per- 
ere. Contentment is eflential to happinefs, PfaL 
mi. 4, 5cc. Greed and difgraceful indolence are 
en united* 

It is naught, it is naught, faith the feljl^ 14 
'^ving buyer; but when he is gone his 
ly, then he boafteth 0/ a great bargain^ 

^««r trqfic. The neglcA of lawful means is a ftrong 
Ptation to. what is injurious. Over-reaching bud- 
's deteftable. Numbers and frequency do not leden 
» I Their, iv. 6. Why widi to fhock the ingenuous 
^2 
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I «re ddibcriitdjkurt, PfaL v. 4, &c. Mutu 

I cbtion by trade is a great privilege. 

I 15 Til ere is much dejire after gold, ai 

i titude of bright Jhwing rubies ; but 

^ him who has found ufefid knowledge 
I morf precious ornament in^ jew tl th, 

! together. 

i 

! ' l^ifv^ andjeafonaik warJu Every kind ( 

I IS good, which conduces to the adyantag 

\ and fociai life. Diligence demonftrates ef 

j upon it. No jewel is to be coi^pared wi 

I good confcie&cey the favour of Gf^d^ and 

i eternal life. 

! ' We acknowledge, f) Lord^ dia^t we JSnd 1 

! fatisfied after all uie ufe and enjoyment of 1 

this world, which prove no better to ns thai 
vexation of fpirit. We have defircs of g 
than thefe worldly things can Satisfy; hi 
rCgpacitie$ of goody greater than thefe worldl 
iflj. We are ftill deftitme and cravhig, wi 
» any jood? How large fo ever our ] 
ham inc fosver oar indulgeiice is, as to fi 
tainxnents. 

1 6 . jf W0tddiepr^r^ were fad) a thing 
t^kt • his tnofl neeefary gzrmcnt^ tha 
for a were flranger, to recover your ^ 
and take a much higher pledge of hi 
ej^ges for a ftrange immodefi womai 

^uret^/b^. Great rifles ought only to 
approved good people, Matth. v. 42. 

1 7 Bread of wilful deceit is fwcet at 

* Prefent for the fvKun. 
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t/joHy to a ba/e injuring man ; but after- 
s his mouth (hall feel from Jhame and 
as though it were to be filled with 
'ow gravel. 

*/^ The proper- nfe of riches is to obtain b^ 
<^hat nature ftands in need of. Imagination cn- 
^w-ant beyond bounds, and leads to unlawful (hifts. 
paffion fubfides the peftive nature of vice is felt. 
le enhances this, like a morfel of (lones infeparable 
like teeth and gums. It neither can be iwallowedr 
;>it out; but ever feems to fay, reftore or be 

''Cry purpoie whatever h ^^ eftablifhed i8 
'clicious counfel ; and above all other^ with 
'ad good advice make and conduil even 
'^^y war. 

■2^/. Stridlly examine defigns by confcience an(t 
^c. Pious 'experienced friends are inedimable. 
Pointments are foothed by having done our beft. 
is often more requifite than Jirength. DifcerOf-- 
^th courage mark genuine prudence- 

* that goeth about as a tale-bearer of what 19. 
*jf have had in confidence^ revealeth thofe 
t^ to the hurt of many ; therefore meddlfe 
i^th him as an intimate that thus flatter^ 
'^ith his unjuji cruel lip». 

tiering luhlfperer. A- tale-bearer- affedh endearing: 
is wherever he goes, and is a complication of vii- 
»^ Jer. ix. 3, &c. They who betray others, want 
ime and opportunity, to do the fame with thee. . 

''hofo either in word, or in deed^ curfeth his 2«r 
ir or his mother, his lamp, (hining at the 
Si I 
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rime tver/obri^hu ItkiMi ut kt^jA bep 
in thicket obfcure darkne& 

ParenU ahufed. The higheft degree cf usmati 
to annoy the inftnunents of life, and infant toiti 
stances tcivMrds killing, may be underftood as 
dsned tmrfs^ £xod. sxi. 17. Deut. xzL \%^ &c 
vny name is a Uot upon human kind. 

2 1 An iBberitance may be gotten ba 
^/ me/ms^ at the beginning rf life ; \ 
end thmreof fliall not be blefied with 
long enjoyment. 

Covetoufnefi, To acquire honelUy and lay • 
reafen are eiTential requtikes to prudence, kH 
bappiiK&. Upiightly obtained pofiefllons, tho 
den, may be both pleafantly and piofitably 
I Tim. vi. 9, &c. A divine curfe lurks in fu 
iefaafes and muft tonfumc them. Job zv. 29, li 
A. ^ Amois viii. 4« ^c 

2 2 . Say not thou inw^trdlf^ I wiD recoi 
in wrath the evil xc;jbir£ i&tf i been <ione ; 
ther wait with patience on the allivife^ 
ient Lord, 1/2 /A^ i^ of proper tmciliating 
and he lhall fave thee/r&m greater injm 

Vnfi iM GoJ. He is fioiky of revenge whi 
angrily over mifchief. To retaliate, as private 
would be to witneis and judge in one's owi 
Rom. xii. 1*9, &c. Lev. m. 18. Redreismaj 
ly fourht from rulers, Rom. xiu. i, &c. 

Make us fenfible, O thou mo/i high^ of the poi 
haft given qs ever oturidlves, for thie govemmeo 
affections and adlions ; and ftrengthen our fpirit 
yi foreign knpreflions and violence, by the coaf] 
of our dependence upon thee, and of thy all-fu 
for US| Smd fovereignty over all things : that wi 
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he «orft oBtward oonditiottyte Satisfied m tbec, and pof- 
e& our iodU in patience. 

Diveri/o^ weigh ts^ U btij and fell out wltb^ 13 
ffe an abomination unto iixtfupremc equitabU 
\J&tA\ atid a iaife deceitful balance is not 
i^bod neither. 

Fayeboodm trade. From the greatnefs <3fvirk people's 
poteera to avoid certun evils, we may judge of their 
iniignityy ver. to. diap. xi. i. The nimiber of offen- 
lers will but enhance punifhrnent^ Prov. xviii. 5.— zvii. 
16. 

Man'i various goings are appointed of the 24 
Lord; how can a man then, unUfi be be pious j 
underftand bis own proper way ? 

'Providence, Obligations of piety and virtue, though 
dear, require an upright fober judging mind to perceive 
and feel their inAuence. Do the beft and leave i/Tues to 
hmen. 

OthoQ Creator efmmikmd^ majoe them all partakers of 
ffcf image and favour! And to that end, make thy 
vays, aud thy &», known upon the earth, and thy ikv- 
ing health among all nations \ Reform the ilate of re- 
ligion, ix4uch iras :fet up m the p^e£lion of wifdom snd 
TvAntexTB&i^ by Jtfiu €hr'^i hxA let not the power 
tn it be abated and loft, by groft mixtures of eothuTiaiin 
ttid&perftitian] 

It * is a vexing fnare to the man who de- 25 
Vourcth at randtm^ chat which rs holy ; and 
after folemn reli^ms vorws to make inquiry 
tonceming the nature^ or obligations •o/ibenL 

* Infnared is be that hath eaten of the offering ; lutf re 
jUeimg on Ihs vowi, delayetb to perform Jiem, lUat. wii% 
a I. Le^K vji. 1^ ^S^ v. 4, 5. Num. tev. .3« if. 
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De^jout Jerioufnefs, To withhold pious and charitable 
deftinations for private ends is undoubted iacrilegc; En- 
gage not r«iihly, nor be indiflFerent about the perfor- 
mance. Wreil not holy things from their original pur- 
pofe, Dent, xxiii. 21. £ccl. v. 3, 4. A6ls v. i, &c. Be^ 
fore a man makes vows let htm confider well, and not be 
inlhared. 

26 A wife benevolent king fcattereth like cbqfi 
the vijurious wicked ; and not only fo^ but^ 
bringeth thef vf^tcl of condign pumjhrfienttyitx 
them. 

Kings. Fidelity and diligence are effential to hig& 
office ; that dilguife itfclf may not efcape, Pfal. ci. a,«a 
The happinefs of a prince Ihould be that of his peo- 
ple. R. 

27 The intelligent fpirit of ^^ man is the candle- 
light of the Lord, fearching all the inward 
parts of the belly. 

Confcience. Power to refle<a and judge of adions b 
our grand prerogative, Matth. vi. 1, &c. That knoi^ 
ledge is moft complete, which improves the underftani* 
ing and ennobles the heart. R. 

We blefs thee, moft glorious Lordy for that havfl|p 
placed in the beft part of us, our reafon and confcieBce» 
the fovereignty over our fenfations, imaginations and 
affe<5lions ; which being inferior according to the law rf 
our nature and creation, we are bound to obey. 

2 8 Mercy to need^ zndjiri^ exercife o/tru th, pre- 
ferve, like faithful guardians^ the king in hit 
rights : and his throne of eminence \% fieadfajll) 
upliolden by mercy more than pomp. 

* Or turneth round, H. f Wheels were made ufeofts 
feparate the hufks from the grain^ IJa. xxviii. 27. H. 
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\grf. The honour and comfort of high (lation 1$ 
nefsy fuited to the extent of their power. Even 
iuy punilhments fhould be with reludance. Kings 
always to be apprehenfive of thofe who never con- 
t thenu R. Regard not perfonal inclination m 
fairs of ftate. /?. 

: true religion, Gody be faithfully taught, and 
rial virtue be efFedluaWy encouraged by the vni" 
lad power of thoic who govern ; and let every one, 
peculiar ilation and relation, adorn his behaviour 
>riety and righteoufnefs ! 

ic external glory of young men is their 29 
gth for adhn ; and the like beauty of 
Ren is the ptjjiivered bead. 

^Igt mnd^fmiA* Vtgour and tvperieoce, fnomyesrs 
ier» do fignallf ccmdvce to public goodL mp py ' 
whofe temper aecaordt iridi pronuiiDg oittfmd 

te * blueae& oi%fmari vrosdtid fir tnm^ 30 
:l^anfeth away evil, like a medicine ; fo 
iripes^ with ihoft fame view, the inward 
or a man^ which feem to affe£l the belly. 

reakm» Some tranigreflbrs are not to be reclaim* 
; Yff itrtpt nieans. xfarfh potions ofke& benefit* . 

'r the elean/ing of em rnxmrnd fkcmeth /m 4%nlf Jhjkak 
tiatfni daf into tic lody* H. 
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CHAP. XXU 

1 np'HE king's heart is in the hand 

J_ fupreme Lord, even * as the ri 
water are ; and he turneth it whith( 
he will. 

Providence and kings. Public temper and 
do much depend upon people in ftation, i Tin: 
The word defigns and actions are fometimes 
overruled. How much more excellent is the ii 
than the world of matter ? Pfalr xxxiii. 15. I 
ffBnce and operation pervades every where. ] 
nigheil to aid and comfort where he is moft 1 
Corruption in courts extends itfelf gradually. 

Unite us unto thee, God^ by the love of rigl 
who cannot finally profper in unrighteoufnefi, 
than we can prevail againft omnipotence / 

2 Every way of a man, ^Z the time of 
right in his own eyes; but the Lc 
dereth the realftate of his heart. 

God omnifcient. Even good men may be 
themfelves, chap. xvi. 2. i John i. 7, &c. 
fulfils his defigns by fuch methods as would 
calculated to difappoint them. R, 

Suffer us not, Godj to defqend farther in 
generacy, which renders us incapable of anj 
and blefled converfe with thee, the Mojl Holy ; 
that we may feafonably bethink ourfelves, a 
proper means for the reformation of our \i\ 
the refinement of our fpirits : that fo we ma) 
ftant improvement of ourfelves, at laft be pre: 

f Or, Rke as rills of waters 
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through the recommendation of thy fon, imprefled 
thy divine image, and be accepted of chcc by him. 

D do impartial juHict ^na ttv/A judj^ement 3 
r fellow-men is more acceptable to the alU 
£1 equitable Lord, than ihe moli cojily fphn- 
acnfice. 

}fut and facrificg. When worihip intei-fcres with 
s of righteoiiGiefs and mercy, thefe lad are to be 
rmed, Mic. vi. 6, &c. Heb. xiii. 16. 
e afcribe unto thee, Gady the glory of the greateft 
gfiy dire^ed by the greated tvtfdomj and exercifed 
le greateft /o'zc/^r ; and as nothing is glorious but 
wfr^ fo we honour the greateft perfedkion of it in 
; we own with humble gratitude, that it is the pe- 
r pririlegc of our nature, that thofe moral perfec- 
, ^trhich are in themfelves divine, are communicable 
I ; and that we can imitate thee in them, and refem* 
face by them, and both enjoy thee, and enjoy happi-- 
in the enjoyment of thee ! 

Ui high contemning look, and a proud heart 4 
icb leads to this, and the ploughing of /// 
uired property by the wicked is heinous (in. 

^ride and injuftke. Self conceit becomes quite infuf- 
ble through time. Rather part with an advantage 
r others, than hurt humility. What the proud in- 
i for immediate confolation, doth often turn out tlie 
J reverfe. Job xviii. 5, &c. Pfal. xcii. 7. By si 
^faty eye a man's vice of pride is difcoverable. 

The planning thoughts of the upright dili- 5 
nt • tend only to plenteoufnefs ; but of 
cry one that to avoid h^ned labour is hafty of 
riching themfelves by injurious means^ only to 
fgrac^ul want. 

* Or, will iring certain abundance, H. 
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DiBgence and avaritt. Moft metliodi of beco 
wealthy, without fair emi^oyment^ are crtinmaL 
fonable competence is infinitel]r preferable. Gn 
increafe is fafeft and moft lading. Keen varied (ct 
for lecular profit feldom iflue welL 

6 The getting of large treafbres by a 1; 
tongue is a vanity w/jtcA will di/appoini^ 
afur thefajfeheod has been • toficd to and 
of them that feek death, at H ^u/ere bj^ 

means ^ infiead of well enjoyed life. 

Consetoufnefi* Buying and felling has much to 6 
the way of guilt. There is an eating xnoth in ail 
purchaies. Lofs of character is ftiU more certaiflf 
▼. f,&c. 

We acknowledge, Gody with fatisfadion, that 
is no power on earth, or in heaven, that can dif 
with thofe laws of nature, tlie reafons of which tat 
nal and unchangeable ; as being eftabliflied not 
by the lupreme authority of Godj but as being copi 
thoie imitable perfedionsy the ikcred original of whi 
in thee! 

7 The robbery of the wicked fliatt, in iba 
both torture^ and deftroy them ; becaufe, 

fake of poffeffton^ they refufe to do re^ 
judgement. 

Robbery, There is a fallehood of dealing as weB * 
fpeech. Legal adminidration of puDifliment is ibr b 

8 The way of a depraved man is | r^ 
forward, and ijfues in itrange unhappy effti 
but as for the pure deftgning perfon^ his w« 
is invariably right on. 

* Or<tJballhe drhen by bU dr/bonefiy intofnares ofdtotb* 
f Or^ is full of turnings y Prov. v. 3^ — vii* $*-JS. 
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Inteations goad and bad The principal (kill of fo mc is 
10 cheat and undermine. Equitable works are the uni- 
form produce of fair compofed intention. 

To thy divine truth, holy God, our fouh are made 
(bbje^ ; fo that when it is peiceived by bur underfland* 
ing, we can no more command our featiments, tlian we 
can command the nature of things itfelf. 

It is better to * dwell in a narrow fecrcted 9 
corner of the f houfetop, than with a brawl- 
ing contentious woman in a wide elegant houfe 
for company. 

Female contention, Inconfiftency of near relatives are 
peculiarly vexing. Want of fhelter and freedom are 
fofferable, in comparifon. Eafe of mind is difficult 
raidft perpetual furious ftorm. People given to ftrife 
fte every thing in the vrorft light, and are foon irritated, 
"1 Pet iii. I, &c. 

The foul of the wicked defireth to fte and ic 
pxrfue blameable evil ; his mo/i harmkfs neigh- 
bour, therefore^ findeth little or no favour in 
lis eyes. 

Imurioufnefs. A heart fet upon vice muft be tranf- 
^tei&ng. The uncharitable are fufpicious and apt to 
Adsjudge. Moft people are blind to their own iniquity. 

." When the rude infulting fcorner is'conJignly i c 
puniOied, even the fiinple is made wife, by re- 
ftedion ; and when the wife to a good degree is 
iuftrufted, he receiveth yet more knowledge. 

InftruQlon. Scorners lofe all modefl regards and muil 

* Enjoy quietnefsy Gen. iu 3. \ Or on the top of a tur^ 
^etf 2 Kings xkuu 12. Hof, vu 9. Zefh, iiu 6. 2 Chron, 
»sxvL 15. H. 

R 
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not be tenderly managed. Pui>Uc ^puniAni 
Aieant to intimidate. Magidroiies mtt charge: 
what they might have ffrevented. Me who ii 
befriends mftiiy. Happy thtly tvho are ever 
convi^on. 

1 2 The ^^ncererifrhtecmfi man wifely cc 
€th ifow the houfe of the wicked has i 
vanced, and doth not envy him ; but y 
God^Jloner or later overth'rowcth th^e 
for their injurious wickediiicfs. 

Unlawful riches* We fliould endeavour to 
events of life, fo as to be inftruded from them, 
xnilies by upright means are aU at once eiralted i 
circuraftanccs. Tkit more that evils are nbw 
the more will providence take revenge. Job V. 3, 
XXX vii 36. It is a ifafe rule for ohe^s houle to dea 
every finful increafe. High rjuik augmeiftfl 

haughtinefs. 

• 

13 Whofo ftoppcth his ears at the pet 
cry of the poor, he alfo fhall cry himfeli 
preJjTures of indigence^ but Ihall not be 
with acceptance. 

Vntendemefs. They do not properly hear the 
diilrefs who would keep out of dieir way, or cont 
ful excufes to avoid aiding: Luke x. 31, '31 
charafters are more generally deteftable. Wit 
ground of confidence can they pray ? Ifa. i. 
Men are brethren, and each man has a right t 
ever he has need of. 

14 A gift conferred in fecret pacificth a 
and a larger reward known to be laid up 

* Or when ajuft man gtveib fro/ferity to tie iom 
tvidedf befeduceth had men utitoftn^ Jojb. 1. 8. J 
21. H. 
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I /^ §m wfo has been hurt even by ftrong 

T<^ conciliate we ought to rererfe o\a former 
s pra^^ices. He who gi^cs the ficft offence i» 
t to diiiruil. The more delicate both as to time 
Tnter, the more eficacious arc kind deeds» Gen. 
3- 

s the fure/i and mo/i hjiing joy to the 15 
is juft, to do ^y«/mW(P judgement ; but 
'ief and deftruftion fhall be to the cruel 
srs of iniquity. 

f mmd frmtJL, Vprighft ibuk are chiisfly diftiiw 
: h]i the pleafijTfr tke]^ ba¥e >|v doing good ; os 
^ like unto their maker. JBit not too rigid. A 
leart is the feat cC FitVgioq^. Cpn&iou^. guik it 

real enjoyment. Thofe in high office fhould 
eaftoe a being actively ufeiul. God needs osly 

^e wtic^ QKer to their own paflions» and io^ 
)y; they bccoi^e miferable. R, 
%^ O dqdi thsit air in their feveral places axid ca« 

may glorify thee* by promoting that e¥erlaft- 
i univerfal righteoufiieis^ whrch is thy gracious 
tp advance unto a juft fovereingty among all 
ble hringfr^ 

^ m^fi that, wHb hk knowledges, waader* i5 
It of the way of prefcribed uihierftand- 
}ailtbrQugh-time revcmnfa/i in, the con* 
tioQ of the wicked dea4* 

\acy. What o mn tpo t tnt love prdcribos is die high- 
>J9 ; sind is marked with clear evidence. l£w 
H 2 ft^tc is it to be driven to and fi-o, by divers 
liifls ? Gal. VI. 6, 7. The wicked go from one 
aijyotha** till, tji^ underdanding bocomes in&tu^ 
hqart andf^et run to sjl forts of crimes. R. 

1 us fenfible, O L^rdy that as none can fijbfift. 

R a 
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I i ! ^thout thee, fo none» fiich as are enemies to ng 

; nefs, and therefore enemies to thee, our God^ ai 

t . dren of the devil, can fupport themfelves agai 

! = Svine fuprtniacy which is imiverfal, and againft 

j ' vinepowtr^ which is irrefillible ! 

r 17 He that* loveth mere bodily pleafure, 

■"■j /r^m expence and eagernefs together^ be a 

1 man in the end; he that loveth iniox 

l' yxine^zixA fweet fcented oil in particular,^ 

■*";' not be rxcn for any time. 

1* jinlmal gratifications. Prodigality and floth a] 

ways to beggary. Evesi a life of mere amufeiAc 

\*\ not be innocent. One fmful indulgence leada 1 

*^j\ ther. The foul which fickens under thefc mu 

\ been made for higher things. They who lire 

1 .1 the largeft incomes muft be ruined. 
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V\ 18 The vf\c\LtA^ from their frequent J and 

mi/pen dings y ft all be obliged to /ell g^, ai 
come as a ranfom for the thriving right( 
and the more lavifh tranfgreffor, for tl 
-p.:. Jiexibiy upright in dealing. 

Ii}' 
if- Vice ruinous. The removing or abating of 

'' guilt becomes an acceptable ranfom for thofe go( 

remain, chap. xi. 12. An habitual honed aim cg 
be well known and recompenced. 

19 It IS better to dwell in the moji defer 
dernefs/or f elf enjoyment j than with a pi 
contentious, and an inceffant angry f wc 

t,' -j 

;^ i Bad femak temper. How ineftimable a blefljng 

\i\ \ meftic peace ! ver. 9. How great a duty. Tn( 

Sy ; * Or deRghtetb in feqfting^ 2 Kings xk. 30. Gen. 

^i.: 18. I Kings iv. 20. //. f Or wife^ Gen. ii. 29. 

Ii 



sLO^t ivH relj^^iH ^^C^. n^A not thpir hD}^fc a faac- 
^, for devQUoa and Iotc. Contentious hiufband^ 
(t alfo to thin^ of this. 

'here is a competence of trcafurc to be dc- 20 
1, aad iphc^ may purchafe ^m fhre offror 
It oil at tinies, 10 the dwelling of the gfUu 
wife ; but a weak v^kkcd fpolifi^ xps^n 
idcth it quickly up. 

iSgpu:^ and viqftmj^, Wifdom imderftaods the pEOn 
lie of wealth ; and is oftea iuccefsful. Rafh pro- 
rs defire too much, and in too fmall a compafi of 
• Th^y. aUp live fad from expc^ation. Intempe« 
fti^ a crud^fliQcl^g vaee. 

fe. that followeth after Figbteoufnefs be* a 1 
Ml man amd many and yet rjiore efiinmble mer* 
^Awards the poor^ findeth a life of pure enjoy'- 
/, and aiding rightcoufnefs, when his Jitua^ 
may require it, and certain honour. 

ilfSfi/e qitd nfffyjy* Divine pcomijft^s are only made t(y 
SPeAionately good, Matth. v. 6. — vi. 33. Profet 
ftritliout jo.fticQ and s^msgiyine v^ ne^er do. Be- 
any one can be liberal he muft he ju(if. The mod 
OK delighl: m to uooitatc OfiJ» j^ifintereiled worth 
rt&pKaiie.L 

L prudent wife man fcal^tb,^ to fpeak^ what 2 z 

he eon^pared to the city of the mighty, 
! ca^eth down, not unfeldomy the boa/ted 
Dgth of the confidence thereof. 

rudetue. It is onljr by mental pious, and moral ac- 
oKfluneats ^at outward advantages aie rendered 
a. How frequently bath art lucceeded againli 
gth. Such maintaift, «yery fm^U ilep of their pro* 
;, Eccl. ix. ij> &c. 

R 3 
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hi ^3 ; Whofo keepcth the words qf hU mou 

i ' his tongue in converfation^ keepeth the 

^' bi3 foul from various fore troubles. 

t , -^ 

[ Tongue-governments What knowledge and ei 

doth frequently repeat mufl be important. A 
ufelcfs filence and obfcrve the good rules of ipe< 
ever mild and condefcending. 

24 Proud, infolent and haughty fcorn( 
tiame, who regardlefs of God him/elf^ 
in proud contentious * wrath. 

Wrath and contention. Hade is for mqft pturt 
pious and uncharitable. Man is a weak ii 
creature, whom lowlinefs doth well become, 
not to rife upon the real or fuppofed blemifhe 
ther. Avoid fatyre. Pity rather than publilh 

^5 The unworking defire of the flothful 
him in iime^ through torment of ivant^ 
vere bodily difeafes ; for his hands, wi 
able^ refufe to labour even for a tnaintei 
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50. Sloth. Demands increafe as to ftrength and 

!^} by fluggardly wiihes. Such an one is ever en 

:? J ever deltitute. The affluent themfelvcs have 

j; work for others. To be idle is at once to fteal 

fj:' der. 

We confefs, Lord^ that while we very car 
ftrved, and very much regarded that good 
which is natural^ and were exorbitant in cur 
plcafure, and in our averfions to pain ; we 1: 
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He coveteth gpreedily to live in eq/i, all the 2S 
ay long, and is an abjeSt beggar from /lot h\ 
ut the boneH diligent righteous * has a compel 
mce^ and giveth, a^o to the difabled needyj 
ud fpareth not. 

Difymce andjloth. Continued defire is fatal to enjoy* 
ment and leads to covet ; yea, often to fteaL fienefi- 
qent charity is a debt to want ; and grateful pious re- 
[pni. It confults with aflEeilion more than expediences, 
Eccl zL I, &c. Matth. ▼. 7. P&L zli. i» &:c. 2 The£ 
in. 10. 

The mojl expen/ive facrifice of the wicked is 27 
Iff abomination tc the Lord; how much more, 
irhen he bringeth it with a ba/e wicked com- 
muting mind/<7r known trefpajfes^ or to acquire 
% name. 

Hypoeritkid Jev^titm. Some place all their piety in 
bo£ly exercifes ; being either ignorant or evil deAgning, 
lia. i. II* &c. Mic. vi. 7. Jam. iv. 8. Our religious 
vorfhip is an adoration of God; and our religious obe- 
dience is an imitation of him. 

Grsclous Father^ as thou added new days to our lives, 
fi) bt us do the proper work of thefe, under the conduct 
fpd dire^on of thy good fpirit ; until we come to that 
lA which is provided for thofe who anlwcr the relation 
tbey ftand in to Chri/I^ and are followers ofGod^ as dear 
duUren, having Chr^l formed in them. 

A fMc /peaking witnefs, efpecially if upon oath^ 28 
ihall perifh for ever; but the man that heareth 
ibe words ofit^ to declare as he knows ^ fpeaketh 
conftantly infupport of righteous truth. 

True andfalfe wtnejfmg. Even a common liar will 

♦ Or hu defiret are fuUy gratlpcdf Prov. zxi. 13. iT. 
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19 A wicked man harden^kb kit Cm 
attending to wife feafonable cotu^; hn\ 
tbc upright in bis aims^%, h^ cl|red 
vay rfbjb^iwt kjf elf or reve^ki ruk. 

UMigifneJi^ Sontjcsire at p;(hi8,to dbi;eivetl] 
^q&who ar^ fuvcercf do feardt an^ pray, a 
cziz. 539 54. Vice is progreffiye» Esc. vif. 8v 
L I, 2. 

Bcin^ s^ men, ^ofum God^ to th^ knowled; 
true religion ; that it maj have a weighty infti 
on tVxn;.for the transforming them into the li 
Ekrifi ; and grant that Chriftians may not on! 
dcr an ectei^aX deoonuoa^on ^f^^ theif religi 
may be endowed with a principle of life by it, 
Chrifi maLj live in them ! 

3c There IS. xix^fuccefiful wifdoin, nor^ 
^undevftand&ng, nor indied counij:!^ 
warier^ agamft the unerring rigbteom 
(iod Almightyi. 

Prowdtnci* Oar bed }ud|;ement is to follows 
devoutly torequefthjs aids, Pfal. czxxix. i, ftc. 

Keep it, Lord^ upon our minds, that th« 
Ihort, in which thofe who are good can fufi«r i 
power and maKce of thofe who are b^^ ; and i 
thpfe lyho are bad fhould, repent and become got 
that as foon as this ihort time i& ended, tbero 1 
fsparatiott of the one from the. otlur unto etenu 

31 The horfc is prepared $jr Aw jrr(df«M 
againil the awful day of battle \ but 

* Or^ be c^mOeth his goin^. 
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r f fafety to botbj is of the infallible^ omni* 
tt Lord. 

aory. Providence doth cither blaft or promote hu- 
defigns, Pfal. xxiiii. ii, &c. Ifa. xxii. 11. — xxxL 

t the conQderation of thy providence, Lerd^ make 
atienc of our prefent momentary fufferings, and 
>a(fionate to all others who fuffer ; if by any meant 
ny he inflrumental to reclaim fuch as make them- 
miferable, and to hinder thofe who (as far as they 
3ncemed} make others miferable I 



•4 •4-4 4"4-^ -4*4i^*»»»»-»-» »«»• 



CHAP. XXII. 

Good name from virtue^ ewn among 1 
^ men^ U rather to be chofen of all who 
f aright, than great /lore of riches ; and 
intimate loving favour rather than heaps 
e filvcr and gold. 

Watum, Charai^er is valuable on its own account^ 
3r the fake of eminent advantages from it. To be 
ilcis of fame is to become abandoned. When this 
felefsly injured, integrity with patience of hope will 
r refourcc, Matth. v. 9, &c. 1 Cor. iv. 3, &c. A 
I good name is his life ; and wo to them that mo- 
• 

fre the rich and the poor do meet toge- 2 
; the fame great good Lord is the maker 
lem ally&r mutual benefit. 

f 2 Sam, xxiiL io» 12. 
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bond of union. They who labour for othep:^ 
under an obligation of juftice and gratitude, A 
lUf iiu 1^5. Aooot vui* 4. There augb( toi I 
Iqathingy nor ^xxvj. 

Grant, fupreme Lord^ that thy moral perf 
goodaefsy righceouiiHdk aiui, tnit}),. being comi 
to all thy creatures that sgre intelligent, 'a^4' 
tliey may be to Qn£ anQd>pc».accordi;ig tp. tbei 
idiat thoi) sMt. to theni.ali« jttft aAd.goojd* i3ase 
btoe^euL 

3 A prudent man forcfccth the ap) 
evil, and hideth himitM from its penvi 

ftble ; but the carelefs credulous fimple 
unprepared^ and zvc often punifhed by 
troubles* 

PruJaui and, muJtffi^fiOp'^ Caution is n 
etcry ftep of life. Weigh attentively probabl 
fkM^n V^4 e^sd^s. Ad^ify. wifii t]b«*j.}i4iciAUj^ 

4 By humility and the true filial fi?a 
Lord, are noble, fatufying riches and 
whh right judges y znAfweet enjoyment i 

Hapfinefs. A habitual devout temper i 
Vn^at ^€ att the wtl^ft and bed compared wit] 
is ignite, and itt&llibk ? GodKnefjk is profitab 
tl^gs» Pfsil* czn. i> &Q. — Ituir* if. 

5 Thorns ofin/iant trouble^ awid foare 
down to what is yet worfe^ are in the 
the froward tranfgrejfor \ he that do 
bis foul to be governed By a dtvine rula^ 
far from tbem both^ 

MilAiefs and wrath, ImpuUes of mere hu 
liable to afflj^im^ifiv^i^ ^ uiv:^f^a9.dt The 
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twardlf iSatj «re hrvsmOy tormented. Watch the 
\ emotions o£ evil to repreis them. 

Syibefimpk mubod of catechizing^ train up 6 
chald in the phus^ju/i^ ciMiriiabU way ^/^/"^ 
! fli^ltiM go : and when he is o\A^ from joyous 
bit tmi cujlom^ h is more tbcsn probable he will 
ft dq;>art from it. 

Ehtatiim pfchiUntii. Gbvei*n9rs bf yodth hare an 
Ihl dwrgfc. <3ieck ^ buddings of vice by mild 
nonfirance. Principles txt eflential to li^ht beh»- 
)ur. As reafon unfolds it fhould be addrefled in pro- 
ftfah %» %fidelik' ^at is good. Eafy condefcending 
lis 4£ fpctch acmght all along to be ufed ; and the 
A^ ttp b im nt things ofteaeft oififted upon. Inftruditvc 
toridshaveafine^e^ A fcfw melancholy unaata- 
i itttptions ftould act be urged againft comraoB ek- 
lleiiee^ ^h ^. 4. Gen xviii. 19. Lead the mind 
idlitLBjr -en and make truth reliA. R. Dry maxims 
1 cold precepts difgoft. ,R. Heb. ▼. lo. 

^fte rich in tommon ruleth with a high hand 7 
«r the poor, and the borrower is too oftentob- 
fd U be fubnujjwe as a fervaot to xk^Jevere 
yb lender. 

UhM» ani depending. Favours from men ai^ 
mj to be valued by the views with which they ^SKt 
en. They fhould be miade to fit eafy both in thev 
miier and expedled returns. It is dreadful to haiiais 
ft whom we fhould fupport. Better to want for a 
m than to be under -obligation to a proud fuperior. 
da Ac natiual burden of gratitude is not fmall to a 
icate mind. Pkrcnts thenuelves are to be obeyed la 
Lord. 

He that foweth iniquity ihall reap the vexa- 8 
lis vanity of difappointment \ and with the 
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very enJlgn-roA • of his cau/elefs violm 
be Ihall fail f of his hope. 

Vice deceitful There is a natural punifkma 
ed to mod kinds of guilt, Job iv. 8. Ho£ x. 91 
atious rich man, ivilT meet with his match in t 
xiv. 9, &c. Beneficent people are the moil bft; 

9 He that hath a bountiful aiding t\ 
be bleiTed in himfelf^ and by others y 
givcth largely of his bread, and like f 
to the well known regular poor. 

Liberaray* TTiofc who are covetous hardly 
thing which they do not wifh to have. The ( 
are fotisfied and ready to fpare for modcft ^ 
fight of wo with fuch is equal to an eameft 
It is accompanied with felf-enjoyment, the favo 
and of all the good. Objects of beneficence a 
rious as human wants, 2 Con iz. 6, &c. MattI 
Prov. xxiii. 6. 

10 Cafl out the proud mi/chievius (coin 
contention fliall foon go out ; yea, u} 
ftrife and mutual reproach fhzWfor ev 

Pride and contention. Vain conceit enflam 
flighteft difappointment. To vilify and fcg: 
moft people can do ; and yet is feldom forgive 
ken not to a reviling tongue, Pfal. ci. 5. 2 
II, 14. 

1 1 He that loveth purenefs of hearty/ 
to government^ for the grace offpeechi 
lips, the king himfelf fhall be his friei 

Suhmiffion to government. The upright deal i 
ciliating methods, and are the bond and joy 

* Or^fcepre, Gen. xiix, lO. H* \ Or, be hro 
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^ &c« There is a dignity and fweetnefs in 

8. Thofe of ftation fhould he defirous t« 

recotnpence them, PfaL ci. 6, 7. 

hoie» God of infinite nu^efiy and hve^ who by 

and diftinAion, are charged with the tempo- 

and eternal falvation oi men, iaithfully ac- 

dves ; £0 that they may give a good account 

ift to thee, in the great day of the Lord ! 

•omplacent eyes of the Lord prcfcrvc 12 
^0 have thorough praSlical knowledge, 
overthroweth in his anger^ the mif' 
words of the deliberate perfcvering 
effor. 

love and hatred. No fpecious appearances can 

htfiaite wifdom* He takes lefs delight to dwell in 

r than in the foul of the juft. R. 

day is thine^ Lord^ and the night alfo is thine, 

icver flumbereft nor fleepcft ; be thou our pcrpe- 

;aardian and prote^ion, who haft declared thyfelf 

>eQting Tinners reconciled by Jefiu Chrjft. 

\^ habitual flothfal man faith, to extenuate 13 
[»///, there is a li(;n of binderance withour, 
all be flain outright^ if I meet him even in 
ftrcets. 

IS(6. Indolence is quick to invent excufes. Necef- 
projeAs are often much retarded by it. Wheie 
nd duty call, let no man fear, 
Icr us not, graciom Gody by the coafi deration of 
nwarrantahle example among ungodly men, or by 
mtideratiou of- any difficulty and une:illnefs, to be 
iled upon to give up ourfelves as loll ; but reniem- 
f our glorious original, from \vhence we arc fallc;i>, 
emaining pollibility and ca4)acity of reftoratiou, 
Nt fet ourfelves, under thee, our kind Creator and 
•ver, to become again fucb as thou mayeft own, 
elight in ! 

le mouth of firangc whorijh w(mcn 
o 
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u dangerous u virtue^ even as a deep pit : he 
that is abhorred of the Lord, for profligacj ^ 
manners , fhall fall therein by ju/i permi/fton. 

Immodefl, women. Females loft to virtue ought to b 
inftantly fled from. They who deliberate have ahrod 
forgot God^ and are in the utmoft hazard of being abas 
doned by him. 

We confefs, Lord^ that eftrangement from thee i 
an alienation from our proper ufe, and from our nece 
fary happinefs, and from ourfelves ; but by dppoftja 
and enmity againft thee, we pafs into another contrar) 
nature, and are fo far, not any part of thy creation, bo 
the moft unaccountable defedion from it. Help lis \ 
remember this, and ihew ourfelves men I 

1 5 Self-willed fooliftinefs Is too often bouDd ij 
in the heart of a child indulged, but the rpi 
of correftion fliall drive it far from him. 

CorreSlon. Moft yoi^ng tempers may and ongfat I 
^e win by mild methods, without unfeafonable yidiEq 
Correal at firft by tender expoftulations ; and afte 
wards if need be with more fmartnefs. Defift not ti 
there is good hope of fuccefs. 

iG He that opprelTeth the poor to increafi 
his more than fufficient riches, • and he th 
giveth to the rich, when they ajk^ flialJ furcfj 
come to want. 

Oppreffion. Plain truths are the moft beneficial. I 
got treafures do not long laft, Pfal. xlix. 14, x6, &&- 
^xxvii. I. Sighing and groaning fetch help from hfi 

ven. 

17 Deliberately bow down thine ear, hear wtf- 
attention the words of the wife, and appl 
thine heart unto the proper ufe of my ^m 
knowledge. 

InftruSion, Obvious truths fhould be put into varioi 
lights, and be honeftly prepared for. 
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For it is a pleafant thing at the vfry tirHj if 1 8 
ou keep them within thee to Truditate upon ; 
\d they (hall withal be fittcd/:r ready/ //- 
le u/eful converfe^ in thy lips. 

Mtditathn and convtrfe. Thi progrefi of wii'dom is 
rpeakubly joyous, and m^ikcs cjipreuion ejiyy Mdiih. 

. 35, 6CC. 

therefore that thy firm truft may be in the 19 
)rd yehevah^ I have made known, as abave^ 

thee this day, the pleafure and benefits of re- 
lous difceveries. even to thofe that /end thee 
Oj for being in^ruSled. 

Lemming to he eneouragedL No principle or mle of piety 
: is to be found in Solomon's Proverbs ; and mod 
liem: often repeated. The more we advance in com- 
3ible divine experiences, the more doth Alndghty God 
}(r%rr^ of as. In the darknefs of trouble he will be 

l«ht. 

) mefid Lord^ and univerfal governor of heaven and 
di» may we thy creatures and fervants whom thou 
\ endowed with underflancHng and reafon, and fo 
de capable of knowing, adoring and truding in thee, 
lent ourfelves and our acknowledgements often at 

fbotftool ! We do not forget that the fufficiency of 
creatures is in conjundtion with thee the Creator j 
L that we who can do nothing without thee, can do 
things through him that llrengtheneth us. 

Have not I written be/ore to thee excellent io 
ings, in re/pe(l <?/*counfels for good behaviour^ 
d knowledge 0/ various other important things 
fides? 

Cmirfeli and tnowkdgc. Right rules of life aiTimilate 
I ibtd of man to its divine orieinal, in difpofition and 
ppinefs. Subtile refinements lerve often only to fpoil 
: underftanding and corrupt the heart. R. 

* At maxims or proverbs, H, 
S a 
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2 \ That I might make thee know tbc un- 
doubted certainty of the words of celijtid 
truth ; and that thou mighteft anfwcr wU 
confuknce the words of truth, fo clear fttm 
and authoritative to them * that fend unto 
thee /or being fimilarjy injiruded. 

Injlrudors, The in re grounds and evidences of^ 
we both believe, and do, ihoiild be well uiMfcrW 
I Pet. iii. 15. Rom. iv. 22. Reft not in mere W- 
knowledge, lik. Iv. 3. 

Caufe us to take cognizance of thee, our Gfliodtt 
make juft acknowledgements to thee, by words of » 
bration, and ads of obedience ; and not ungnt^f 
to difown that bounty by which we fubfift: aade* 
trary to the convidlion of reafon, the ingenuity rfnW 
and the demands of confcience, to contemn as^ flp 
what is moft glorious and adorable ! 

2 2 Rob not the poor in any degree^ bccaufew 
is poor toreJi/i: neither 7^^/ more crudJj^ 
prefs the ^S^x&tdfrom want orftiffertBl^ 
thou canH not but know^ in the very f g^ f 
judgement. 

Qpprejftin. No outward circumftance is execmed 6* p. 
being juft and juftly de:ilt with. The more guilti^V i' 
gravated, the leverer puiiiftiment is due to it. EflS** \ 
with rigour. Pity and aid the fimple. ^^^^jS 1 
and means which require concealmeiit. Courts rfp ' 
tice ought ever to be acceSible, and to retain pkadfl**? \ 
the poor. "^ 

23 For the Lord God of fabbaotb will plc>i 
their caufe withfuccefs in the endj and ffifft" \ 
ably f fpoil the {onl-peace of thofe that crmj 
unnaturally fpoiled them. 

Opprejfion. The feat of divine judgement is impart* 

* Thy branches or children^ Cant. iv. 13. \ Or C9ifi^ ^ 
ofjujiice^ Deut. xxi. 19. — xxv, 7. If. % Or barafs* H' ] 
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model to every other, Zech. Tii. 9, ftc. £c. zzii. 
fb.' zxxi. 3 T . God cannot fufifcr an eternal blemiih 
work ; and therefore light with goodnefi» maft 
)h over infernal darkneis. R. 

tke no friendihip with a quick angry 24 
ahd with a furious refentive man, thou 
not often go even for comnierci ; left thou 25 
/ro/7i example his r^ hazardous ways, 

;ct, /ji /;;;i^, 2^ fatal fnare to thy foul. 

91^/]^. A nece/Tary engagement to the comfort 
, requires both delicacy oif choice and future beha- 
lliofe who are apt to take offencei mud be jea- 
proud, domineering. Exchange of fentiments 
auts prove more and more endearing. 

not thou one of them that ha/iily ftrike 26 
s of agreement for life^ or of them that are 
rlj rafh fureties for debts. 

dgemeras and furetjfilp. A neceflUry duty binds all 
xe able ; but in different cafes we are bound tO' 
ate much, chap. vi. i. — xi. 15. Engage not for 
lian can.be paid with juftice. 

thou haft nothing of money fufficient to 27 
for failing of a principal^ why Ihould he 
/ creditor have it in his power to take away 
iwy bed from under thee ? 

*xfii^ Eafy tempers have much to feai amongft- 
sceffitous and artAil. To become liable to fuffer 
aw and ftriA juftice is an alarming (late. Hard^ 
nd painful reflections are not eafily fupported. 

move not, with thy knowledge^ the an- 28 
dividing land-mark, which thy /<?r^fa- 
havc fet to determine property. 

9ice. Fraudtdent encroachments are the- moft 
al, Deut. zix. 14.— xxvii. 17. To vitiate writs 

s 3 
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Is a ^uilt of like kind- Every one Ofo^t to et 

is their own in pesice. 

29 Seed thou a matn that is diligent in 
f€r bufinefs ? he (hall ftand before Id 
ihall not ftand always before mean 
men. 

hiujlry. He who carefully di^tches wo 
attention* acquires credit and wealth, fo as tt 
courted, Ptov. izi. 5. Gen. xU. 19. 



I ^«H-«-«..44i»- »»•»•» »-»» 



CHAP. XXHL 

1. \T7HEN thou fitted ufon invita 
W eat with a ruler of opulem 

fider diligently * what is latd before 
2 and be cautious^ as though thou didji \ 

Jharp-edged knife to thy throat, in plac 

mouthy if thou be a man given to glum^ 
^ petite. Be not eagerly defirous of I 

expenfive dainties : for they are di 

§vert9ading meat* 

Gluttony* Temperance is a chief irirtue ©f 
Rich people are mod in danc^er of ezcefles. 1 
by being feldomer tfvnpted, are fometimes 
great hazard : then reafon ought moft to be o 
The meats may be fplendid, if people fet not th< 
upon them. Hofpitality, and diviiion of remain 
, the indigent, is truly noble. The throat has b< 
fatal to both health and life. Con^t vkh real 

♦ Or, in nvbofe prrfenci thou srt. If. f Or, put 4 
t^on thine appetite^ Hob. 1. 1 3. JDf y/. v/ii. 9. H. 
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'oked ippeeke. Bewatt of acquiring a tafte aboTC 
otu lAiink of your young rifmg family. 

^abour not with an arduous /olicitude to be 
^ rich ; ceafc from thine own ear/y over- 
^d wifdom. Wilt thou jHIl fct thine* 
?r eyes upon that which /// comparifon is not 
*# b€ thought (if among real important things f 
r riches, be they amaffed to the utmoU^ certain- 
tnake themfelves wings at lalU they fly for 
r away from usj as an tzgle/wift andjirong 
h toward the clouds of heaven. 

fvarict. Worldly goods are not|obe dcfpifei but 
rht for in meafure. Money is not an end but a 
lA of temporary fupport^ Matth. vi- 53* John vi. 27. 
lious, Judy charitable heart, is the only meet one for 
rtter ftate. Things of time never yield what they 
iniie, bcQdes their being fhort and uncertain, i Tim. 

5)at thou not when thou canji avoid it^ even 
t necejfary bread of hinr) that hath a& evil 
iitjul eyef, neither deiire thou with ear- 
\nefs an invitation to accept of his dainty 
ats. For as he thinketh in his niggard 
irt, fo is he moA bafely diJJSimbling ; Eat and 
nk plentifully^ faith he with his lips to thee, 
C his heart of real affedion is not at all with 
;e. The morfel which thou haft eaten, 
rlt thou vomit up tQ him^ noi only in his 
ughtSy but in his fubfequent vijitsfor more than 
^e return ; and thus Jbah thou lofe the late 

'• Compare Ifiu Ue. I. JEcrf. if. H. l Jo. H' 17. 
Both irror* and virtues of the mnd fnmke ufi oflodily 
bers^ chap, xxii, 19. — stxiii 4, 5. whenee Aty src 
cd. 
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apparent benefit of thy wbok / 
words. 

KiigarJIy dijjimulatidn. He who COVetS 

mem. The generoufly hofpitable* deal \ 

' 4 fair fpeechesy that are often confuted b] 

7 . handy dejeded look, or fullen peevifliman 

> The very bed things from a fordid mifer a 

:r^. Their fcaft is proverbial Love without 

^ Be pleafant and not teafing. 

*(• 9 Speak not gently into the ears c 

>Jj, Hinate fool, for in place of amende 

.5- defpile the very wifdom of thy wc 

f* Rebuke. Counfel, with admonition, oug 

? place where there is probable hope of beii 

». ; any other caie they only fcrve to increafe 

>y vii. 6. Prov. ix. 7. To 2q)pear confiftei 

•^; affeA difbclief of both principle and ruL 

,^ j . We, thy creatures, holy Father^ who hav 

:^ ' ed from thee, and depraved in our nati 

J|: maiy and habitual fins, lift up our fouls t 

^ ploring thy compafiion towards thy offspr 

^- of thy hands ; and making our requefts t( 

l^r: ' floration and recovery ! 

■'*^. [ 10 Remove not the pld land-mark, 

t = of property ; and enter not thus ' 

1 1 fields of the unexperienced father 
I'.' r their prote^ing Redeemer from 

'i} . mighty : he fhall plead their c 

Sj thee, till thou art expofed and repr 

|; \ verfally. 

V ; Injuftke, That b fearful hurt which is d 

f . I! diilrefied people, chap. xxii. 28. £ccl. iv. 

hy .1 man laws nor evidence can reach to every 

xix. 14, &c. Ex. xxii. 5, &c. Divine knc 
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T, extend to all poflibilities, Job. xxi. 30, 13, kc. 
. xzv. 12. 

pply thine heart unto this momentous in- 1 1 
ftion, and thine ctlts from thence to the 
ds o{ found favin^ knowledge. 

wrrdng* Even the cleared obligations of jufticc arc 
pt to be overlooked. The utmoft extent of duty 
d be known and pondered. Some feldom hear 
always with prejudice, John. iii. 19, &c. Noble 
nefs in diicourfe^ fhuns all evafions. R, 
ir time, Lord^ which is in thy hand, may be Tcry 
» and our death may be very near : and how (hall 
hen accomplifk the work of the whole day in the 
of the evening, when the night approacheth where- 
man can work. 

rithhold not needful corrcftion from the 1 3 
1 of thy heart ; for if thou beatefl him 
I the rod, when bis crimes are aggravated^ 
ball not die under judicious difcipUne^ Thou 14 
: beat hioi, 7 repeat it again^ even with the 
and ffialt thereby deliver his foul from 
\ature deaths leading down to the perdition of 

^ealon. Youth and unrefle<^ng levity are defign- 
f heaven to be under authoritative government. 
• gentle methods it would be cruel often to negle6l 
18 more fevere. Miftaken tendemefs increafes new 
)per demands. A fuUen obflinate temper mnft 
e yielded to. The hell of a wicked cotxfcience is 
; than death, Prov. xiii. 24. 

ly dear fon, if thine heart be wife, for reli* 1 5 
and moral obedience^ my tender heart fliall 
rejoice, even mine. Yea my mo/ifecret 16 

5 fcall rejoice, when thy lips, in more ad* 

ed age^ (peak of right things, to the im* 

ement and happinefs of others. 
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Fear of God, For the trial of goodnefs> vice 
times allowed to Ibcceed, Pial. Ixxiii. ii, &< 
itfelf is impious. Belief of unerring wifdom 
future ftatc, ought to quiet every folicitude. Pi 
1. Strengthen thefe by meditation, reading an 
No fchemc of virtue can anfwer where Deh 
taken in. This affe^s all. The mod impron 
in them. 

Separate us, God^ from vain imaginadons 
may be at entire liberty for the ufe of thofe i 
which we have facred communion with thee ! 
day prefents with opportunities for the impor 
of our fouls, which is to end in heavenly life ; \ 
us for that piirpofe, uito thy protedion, guid 
bleffing \ 

For, he the wicked ever fo great for 
furely there is an entire end to them^ ar 
cxpcftation (hall not he finally cut ofE 

End of good and had. What catches and di 
fenfual eye will foon and for ever ceafe. V^ 
the fmners joy commences and finifhes out blei 
the righteous. Profperous vice is an argumen 
ther world, Pfal. xxxvii 3, &c. 
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thou, with attention, my dearly beloved 1 9 
I d be wife to avoid iniev^pcranee \ and 
Iiine heart it/elf in X\\c foi^tr rj/^/w/way 

*-:irtU€. 

'^nce. Be not fcdnced by appearance. Advice, 

xipalatable at the time, may be kind and bene- 

«n the whole. Underftanding, memory and 

fhould be full of what is right, chap. iv. 23. 

kot often among known wine-bibbers ; 20 

riotous eaters of flefli nicely cooked, 
ijhamelefs drunkard, and the glutton 21 
, fliall come to abjeil poverty : and ha* 
hggard drowfinel's, (hall in time clothe 
with mean tattered rags. 

y ami iJlenefs. Corporeal pleafures wa(le and 
lie utmoft weight of argument becomes neccf^ 
thofe who are juft entering upon the world, 
befs to eat and drink demonltrates a low fenfual 
)m. xiii. 13. Luxury muft have conftant new 
Lk>ns« It is alfo the mod efPedual mean to fink 
R. 
ouj and holy Lord God^ we have too often lived, as 
re made only, or chiefly, for the cxerciie of the 
id for the enjoyment of tliis world ; and have 
remed from without by the objeAs of fenfe, and 
rs of padion, rather than from ivithifiy by the con- 
eafon, and the dire^ion of conlcience. 

rkcn diligently unto thy father that be- 2 a 
je, and defpile not the pious warnings of 
)ther when fhe is old. 

U to he honoured, Senfual lads are often too 
w the cleareft powerful arguments. It is of ufe 
ce one ftrong paffion with another. Mar not 
happinefs. Study tempers of the young. 

the truth of every kind^ with allduepainsj 2^ 
lU it not away again for any thing fecu^ 
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lar^ H{(i prudent w\{dom and inftrudlf^^, 
weli, and underllanding ef necejfarjf 
belief ^ 

Truth, No one is fufficlent foon and iafelf 
bimielf. What is valuable requires labour of ^^,^ 
mind. Truth is often clouded by prejudices ancP^ 
ing corrupt maxims. There is no good fo c^ij^^' 
found praAical knowledge, Wifd. chap. viL '^■^ 
either govern or condemn. 

The truths of thee, our Gody which we wercb^^ 
fubjedt tOy we have not confulted ; but ib far ^ 
were unwillingly percdved by the reaibn of our^ 
we have rebeDed againft them : and though nwf^ 
not fubdue and deftroy, we have forced and otf^ 
that governor within us, fet up and authorised 
divine wifdom and love. 

24 The father of the righteous fliall gr 
rejoice in the u/efulnefs of his aavance& 
and he that * bcgctteth///r/; a wife child - 

25 have joy even 10 glorying of him. Thy {itJSf 
to teachable years^ and thy folicitous father 
mother (hall be glad indeed; and flie tbati 
thee Ihall thus rejoice to her latter end. 

Good children. No delight can equal that of ♦o 
immediate deicendunts. It more than biilanctt 
mcr Iblicltous hours, cares, griefs and labours, 
revcrfe is pain above every otlicr. 

26 My very dear fon, give me thine heart 
inHru£ted^ and let thine eyes of judgevtent 
ajier obfeive vwy prefcril?ed v^'2iys. 

Kno'nUdge afpl'ud. Without the heart in rel 
there can be no bipe of luccels. Fear may deter 
fin ^ but clkcm and ailcction follow hard after 
Treafure and foud defirc unite dole, Jam. i. 22. 

27 For to caution againji one moH frequent ru 

* Or, hath hgottvi. H. 
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?mber that a whore is like a covered 
h, which betrays and drowns into horri- 
oiis evils ; and a ftrangc prd.iitute wo- 

. narrow pit/^//, whence there is no re* 

r but rare. 

fi women. Scandalous debafing commerce be- 

- fexes lofcfi all rd|)edl for ennobling qualities. 

:t)r profeffes that which they are entire tlmngerfi 

V difficulties in converQon are fo hard to over- 

3of. i. II. Crufti it in the birth. What ea- 

vjth fweetnefs ends in poifon. R, 

alfo licth in wait to /educe as robbers do li 
prey, and thus increafeth wofully the 
•"^/tranfgreffors among men. 

^<le/l women. Purity is or ought to be a chief fe- 
l^wel. One unguarded moment doth often ter- 

"« in loathforae impudence. Arts of love gain 

too much eafe upon the unwary. 

"^ho • hath wo ? who hath bitter forrow ? 29 
^ hath frequent hot contentions ? who hath 
^kp^Jiive babbling ? who hath wounds with- 
II proper caufe ? who hath rednefs of eyes, 
difgrace and injure agreeable looki? They 30 
It tarry long at the wine, they that go to 
^ -with folicitude mixt choice wine, to enfiame 
ir appetite. 

h ' t tt A e tme fs. The deformity and wrctchednefs of a 
nkard arc great deterring arguments. Queftions 
f and clear do elegantly exprefs abhorrence. A 
iipted blotted conilitution is the fure iffue of an in- 
perate habit. Quiirrels become next to unavoidable. 
ke fleep their lart by means (jf a liircharge. They 
fe not friendfhip in their power. 

-.ook not thou with eager dejire upon the 

* Or, to whom helongeth, H. 

T 
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wine, when it is red, when it giveth 
ticing fparkling colour in the cup, u 
moveth itfelf aright, by Hrength or, 
keeping. 

Bodily fenfes to he governed* Heart and head 
led by the eye. Avoid temptation if you wouL 
and what has formerly proved dangerous. E 
cat to fubfift or to cheer at moft. Forego n< 
time the power of ufefblnefs. 

32 At the laft however plea/ant and gene, 
liquor moyfeem^ it biteth and keepeth ^ 
YiVLt ^ provoked {tv^tut\ and ftingeth 
like a poifoning adder. 

Drunlennefs. To horror of mind after an 
dehauchy is added a feverifh naufeating ftom 
racking head. Such live not for moft part 1 
time ; and then die under cruel agonies. Oftc 
and infamous. 

33 Thine eyes, with liquor ijh heat^ fli 
after and behold ftrange dijfolute fenfx 
men; and thine ungoverned heart fli 
thee alfo to utter impious perverfe dift. 
things. 

Intoxication and whoredom. Drunkennefs is 
parent of uncleannefs, and fometimes perjured a 
Hof. iv. II. How cruel to deareft intimates! 
tant fecrets too are revealed ; and thereby chi 
divided. Mad wretch ! And all for a fenfual 

34 Yea, thou {halt ht from numerous 
dangers^ as he that lieth down on Jhi^ 
while in the midft of the wide raging 
as he that yet more hazardoujly lieth up 

35 narrow room on the top of a high maft. 
have ftricken me, fhalt thou fay, byfai 
and yet I was not (ick to death ; the 
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aten mtfore^ and 1 felt it not,y5 as to amend; 
len fliall I awake to former foundnefs ? I will 
:k fo repeat it yet again. 

Drunkennefs. Tippling no lefs than frequent hard 
nking, render people fottifh. They both endanger 
Ic and health to a great degree. They become at 
:e the caufes of ftupiJity and obftinacy. Even 
art fufPering doth not reclaim. Defperation crowns 
: horrible guilt. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

IE not thou envious againft tvWprofper* i 
) mg men ; neither defire, on account of 
irf^endid entertainments-^ to be often in com-^ 
Wf with them. 

&Of. To live above the world is a great and dif- 
ih duty, I John ii. 15) &c. Fret not at fuccefsful 
e bat rather compafHonate. Frothy delights promife 
re than they are able to make good ; and cannot 
refleded upon with eafe, Pfal. cxB. 3, 4. Fly frora 
sfted houfes and companies. 

For their heart being full of the world* ftu- 2 
•th what muH lead to deftruftion ; and their 
s from thence^ do principally talk of mifchief. 

Evil company. When the animal fpirits are up, pco- 
arc apt to be unguarded. Intemperance is the mo- 
r of various crimes, Pfal. cxix. 115, 118, &c. Sepa- 
ion is the proper mean of cure. R. 

Not t\iVo\xg\i fuch neglt£l butfleadfad eiercife 3 

* Or medltatah on rapine. H. 
T % 
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of wifdom is an houfe of good accommoda 
builde(^ up. and by the influence offimilar\ 
dent underftanding, it is long cftablifli 
and by continuance of knowledge ftiall 
cbambers be filled up with all manner of \ 
cious and pleafant riches. 

Dcmefiic w'tfJom. Right condiift cannot fubfift ' 
out a w ell Informed mind. Having fixed upon a pi 
cud we (hould neit think of the proper means. Wi 
family has been reared, its credit fhould be kept up. 
in comparifou arc ruined by real misfortune. Wi 
heirs deftroy foon the purchafes of much honcft lal 
Sobriety is the bafis of virtue. That po/Ieflion is 
fant which is clean from meafures of fraud and viol 
The poor alfo receive from thence what is their « 
which renders the fare of life doubly delicious. 

A wife behaving maji is ftrong,/rw» A« . 
habits and friendjhips ; yea a man of/ucb « 
Unt beneficial knowledge increafeth ftreof 
ivhile he lives* For by wife counld, when 
needed^ thou (halt make thy war : and in 
multitude of counfellors, like bim^ then 
unqueliionable fafety. 

Strength from hnonvkdge. Application is the glori 
underftanding. Skill of men and things is far fup 
to bodily vigour. Hafte from paffion is always a 
of weaknefs. Men of fkill and prudent fore-caft 
fitteft to command. Expcfl not national virtue i 
effeminate charafters. Job xii. 13, 1 Chron. v. 2, 
£ccl. ix. 16. 

Wifdom ofdifcourfe is too high for a t< 
dijjipated fool: he * openeth not his mouil 
the gate/ of general and learned affociates. 

Vfeful converfatjon. School-learning extends to 

* Or, let him not open, II* 
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lis fubjcas. Of thefc, to jud^c and plead ablf arc 
>ft important. They who officiate in courts ought to 
(ludious, cool and impartial. 

He that with his knowledge devifcth new 8 
ays to do evil, fliall be called withjufiice a 
ifchievoiis expert perfon. For the preme^ 9 
toted thought of hurtful fooliflinefs is fin ; 
nd the fcorner of virtue is an abomination to 
o/i men. 

M'oil devices. Fraudulent and violent meafures argue 
bafc ftate of heart. Thoughts are then evil when har- 
bored with delight. To icom at good demonftrates 
>ftinate guilt, and is a common nuifance. 

If thou faint from patience and virtue in the 10 
ay of adverfity, thy * ftrength of religious 
rinciple is fmall. 

Patience. To forefee and provide again ft trouble is a 
bief point of wifdom. Genuine fubmiflion admits of 
mfibility, Heb. xii. 5, &c. ; but fmks not. Trials are 
he touchftone of (incere virtue, Rom v. 4, Sec. Jam. i. 
I. Hypocrites vnll ferve God under bright fun-fhine. 
Bvtn death changes not the fentiments of pious fouls. 

Caufe us, good Lord^ to fubmit willingly to thy chat 
ifements, which are the remedy of our fouls, and the 
lifctpline of our benefador; who doft. not neceflarily 
ilHi^ or grieve the children of men, but if need be* 
anfell them to fuffer adverfity in order to their amend- 
nenty and the bringing forth in them that are exercifed 
hereby, the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs. 

If thou forbear the ufe of proper means ^ to i c 
iclivcr them that are drawn unto clear ha- 
tards of death, and thofe in particular^ that 
ivtjuji ready to be flain : If thou fay eft, /« 12 
defence of thy cruel Jluggifhnefs^ behold, wc 

f Or, in fortitude thou art wanting. H^ 

T 3 
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./ v-ifdom is an ^^A^^S^ 
builde.^ vp, and by t^X/^^^' ^ 
rfe72^ underftanding, y - 
and by nntinuance of ¥ ^^ 
chambers be filled «pp^ >^ 
cious and pleafant ng; f ^ 

Dcmipc w:fd(,m. R^ *£ ^ 
cmt a AS tU inionne J m' ^. y^^ ^ 
en J we dioiild next th' 
i'amiiy has been rc^J 
in comparifou ar^qj ^ 
heirs Jeftroy (oof *J>^; 
Sobriety is thc/| (<''Jj 
fant which is f \y^< 
The poor a!*, % ^: •' 
which rcnA ^^ 







V'^ ^^ 




/.«/Ar^^ -»cJ^»>^L^ (hall the #« 

2t'A/7f ' -^- So /'*/ J;/yofli be iiDtothj 

^r ^hcn thou haft (f/f'fi,J^^^ 

mediate reward, and thy ^^P*^*^ V 
jftotber eternal world, fliall not ^^^"^'^ 

OcrqfioM to he ohferved. Regard tO ^^^jf^^ 
fliould be conjoined. What the dimt jwjF ^^j^ 
berally provide may be underftood as moft ^v^ 
This holds cfpccially true as to religious and ^ 
rules with their principles. Our moft godly hofl^ 
purity of virtue. 

We confefs, Lord^ that if we were affurdl rf * 
much time for the renovation, and transformation of fl' 




Hii^ht juftly terrify us vho arc 



i the leopard his fprts, 
accuftomedtof^n; 
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ft peril, are obliged to Icam 

Wicked injurious man, 

X of ihc barmlefs u/rful 

his refting place. For 

Wif man falleth by way 

^ times, and yet under 

^ 'p w /e/i Jrequently 

^ ^-ed man fliall fall 
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are fbmetiines 

ends them as to 

-. Cor X 13. 

Lord and go^oernor^ that 

^iicerning thee our God^ we can 

J" ^'^'^g lefs than what infinite goodnefi 

r^^^^n fear nothing worfe than what 

^^ infliai 

"^^en thine enemy falleth into 17 
^^ let not thine heart be glad 
^^eji or worfe he ftumbleth into 
^^ft the equitable gracious Lord, 18 

iee it, and it greatly difpleafe 
^rn away the effeSts ofh\s wrath 

e noble fpirit of religion is to do good 
a none. Who fhould think of hurting 
)ice in the miferies of others is fatanifh, 
/iat. V. 9. To pardon others is an effen- 

obtaining pardon, Rom. xH. 17, Sec, 
d glorify thee, Godj who will not fuffcr 
)pen, or be done, in any part of thy uni- 
t thou, tubo art the chief eft goody dol^ per- 

crcatures, to whom lion art original; 
moft unerring wifdom order* for good» to 
capable of it. 
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knew It not : doth not he that pondereth 
the heart confidery^ as to dtieji it? And he 
, that keepeth thy own foul in life^ doth not 
he moji affuredly know it ? And fliall not he 
render to every man according to what his 
works really are^ though mi/underjiood by oikmf 

Unfendernf/s. Where ability and knowledge arc, that 
IS accountablencfs for truft, Jam. iv, 17. A faint- 
hearted filence may prove deftrudive, Pfal. IxxziL j, f 
Ifa. Iviii 6, 7. They who are floWdio do good art & 
far unjuft. He who may know fhould knew. Falfc 
hood added to cruel negledl is an extreme aggravaucm* 
God is privy to our moft lecret fpirttual rcceifes; and 
hus all our intereiU in his hands, chap. xxzi. 8, 9. Job 
Zj^xiv. 1 1. 

1^ My o'early Moved fon, eat thou honey, 
when in thy power ^ becaufe it is in mofi cafe» 
goodyo; health 'y and thtfir/i drippings oftlx 
honey -comb, which h peculiarly fweet to tliy 

14 unvitiated t^ite. So like both Chall the di/iind 
knowledge of pradical wifdom be unto thy 
loul : when thou haft found it out, and bad 
fume good experience^ then there ihall bea/arr 
immediate reward, and thy expedation, «/^ 
another eternal zvorld^ fliall not be cut off. 

Ocrqfwns to he obfervcd. Regard to tafte and profe 
(liould be conjoined. What the divine goodnefs doth li- ■. 
bcrally provide may be underftood as moft raluabk. j' 
This holds efpccially true as to religious and moral \ 
rules with their principles. Our moft godly homage is 
purity of virtue. 

We confefs, Lord^ that if we were aflured of as 
much time for the renovation, and transformation of ow 
nature, as we have fpent in the depraving and corropt- 
iiig it ; yet the profpe^fl of a difficulty like that of the 
iLthirpii^n changing Iiis fkin, and the leopard his fpots 
ni:i;,ht juftly terrify us who arc accuftomed to fii, ani 
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now at bft, upon oar utmoft peril, are obliged to leam 
CO do vdL 

Lay not wait, O wicked injurious man, 15 
againft tbc dwelling of the barmlefs u/eful 
lighteoin ; fpoil not his refting place. For 1 6 
%mfWy that a juft charitable man falleth ky way 
rf trial to his virtue, feven times, and yet under 
his Almighty friend^ rifeth up m> kfs Jrequently 
again ; but the obfiinate wicked man fliall fall 
mco irretrivabte mifchief. 

Itmocence fupportedn The bed of people are fometiroct 
cmclly Oppofed, yet providence befriends them as to 
their chief intereft, i John iii. 9. i Cor x 1 3. 

Wc tbank thee, fupreme Lord and j^ovnnor^ that 
being rightly indruAed concerning thee our God^ we can 
cxped from thee nothing lef^ than what infinite goodnefi 
does bedow ; and we can fear nothing woric thsui what 
the fame goodnefi doth inflidt I 

Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth into 1 7 
Jwt affii8ion \ and let not thine heart be glad 
when by cardefsncfs or worfe he ftumbleth into 
p^ofs crimes ; Left the equitable gracious Lord, 18 
as mull happen, fee it, and it greatly difpleafe 
him, and he turn away the effeils of his wrath 
from him to tbyfelf. 

Revetige. The noble fpirit of religion is to do good 
Ifr aU amd harm none. Who fhould think of hurting 
ibch i To rejoice in the miferies of others is fataniflo, 
John viiL 44. Mat. v. 9. To pardon others is an effen- 
tU term of our obtaining pardon, Rom. xii. 17, &c. 

Wc extol and glorify thee, Gody who will not fufPer 
any evil to happen, or be done, in any part of thy uni- 
^erfe* but what thou, 'Ofbo art the chtefefi goody dol^ per- 
ttiit among thy creatures, to whom thou art original; 
^nd wtiich the moft unerring wifdom orders for good» to 
thofe who aie ciipabk of it. 
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19 Fret not thyfelf a^ainfi divine permifion 
caufe of fuccefsful evil men, neither be 

ao envious at the greatly profpering wicked : 
there (hall be no dejirahle reward upo. 
whole to the impenitent evil man, the 1 
Jbining candle of the wicked, j^r a time^ 
ht forever put out. 

Submt/Jion and envy, God's love and hatred 
always be determined by people's outward date; 
Ixxiii. 3, &c. Be not uneaiy and far Icfs arr^gn 
condu^. His plan is unmeafurable. How bitta 
remembrance of death to the wicked ? 

BlefTed be thou, Lord^ who had fb ordered diii 
to make that mifery, which is the punifhment of 
ftrumental for reftoring that duty, which is the 
nefs of us reafonable creatures ; and that there 
fuch feverity, as delighting in the death of a fina 
faadil rather that he (hould turn from his fin an 

a I My fon, fear thou to offend agmri/i the 1 
and againft the king ; and meddle not i 
moji dijiant manner with them that are j 

«2 to hazardous change. For their cala 
fliall at length rife fuddenly, and who k 
eth /o as to defcribe the utter ruin of 
both? 

Fear of God and the King. A habitual belief 
vine prefence and infpeftion is proof againfl any 
Even a king's orders are only to be regarded i 
fecond place. Motives of wantonnefs or icl£ 
ought to be abhorred in changing, 2 Pet. ii. u 
Jude 1 1. An opprefTor of mild government is a ; 
peil. 

23 Thcfe things alfo belong to the wi 
high office. It is not good, but the reverj 
have refpcft of perfons in judgement,/^ 
favour them. 
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trtioBiy^ Plmdence and equity (hould be well 

fht upon by fuperiors. P^irties ought firfl to be 
at length, and then their claims honeftly deter- 
d, Deut. i 1 7, &c. 

[e that faich unjto the wicked, either by 24 
d or deed^ thou «irt to be horiMred as righte- 
; him fliall the people who fuffer from 
t curie, whole nations fliall abhor him. 
to them that honejiiy rebuke \i\vn for his 25 
ihall be delight, and a good general blcf- 
fliali come upon them. 

}parilaby. The laws of truth and the conviAion of 
'wn minds are to be held facred. Fkittery is odious, 
re. T¥hat things are equal have the common fenie 
ankind upon their fide. It is fuperkttvely pleafant 
L above felfifii defigns, and greatly conciliating. Job 
7, &c. 

very man (hall ba/oe defires of efieem and 26 
, ttihicb uould lead to kiis his grjcious falu- 
lips, thit giveth a right Jiafonable anfwer 
^dgement. 

naekms trutk Be ferious, advife, confult and judge, 
m. ii. I, &c. Such rulers are above all value. Juil- 
of thought leads to graceful expreOHon and manner. 

tepare materials for thy work without, and ij 
^ it fit for thyfelf in the field ; and after- 
-ds build up orderly thine houfe. 

^der. Difcretion in bufinefs is pleafant and fuccefs- 
The diligent avoid all ftops from want of neccffary 
lies. Good examples become ufeful to many, 
igs mod requifite merit our heft thought and execu- 
How ungraceful is a fair large houfe amon? 
tnds wild and uncultivated ? A fmall neat dwel- 
furprifes, delights. Prudence difappointed obtains 
crial pity. 
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£8 Be * not a witnefs of evil againft thy of end' 
inj^ neighbour without fame good caufc ; and 
when bound to /peak truths deceive not purpcfeij 
with thy lips. 

Truth in nmtnejfing. Mankind arc brethren, Ltike i. 
30, &c. There is much danger in rafh ultroneous wit 
nefling, Matth. V. 22. Think with fevere caution. B^ 
ware of equivocating. Repeat not in difcourfe ewn 
real evil ; but for fome great public advantage, 2 The4 
iii. 6, &c. Cruelty and falfehood mark what is infiniL 

29 Say TiOX.^ when provoked^ I will dofoilr^ 
venge to him as he hath caufelejly done to mc: 
and I will, as occajion offers^ render to the b(^i 
malicious man according to his hated work. 

Revenge. Rules of public juftice are not to be applied 
by private individuals, Matth. v. 38. The guilt of the 
aggre/Tor is exceeded by him who imitates. It is weaki 
impious, hurtful, Deut. xxxii. 35. 

30 I went by the field of the flothful, and by 
the vineyard itfelf of the man fo void of un- 

31 derftanding. hT\d \Oy in place of good for hih 
nian benefit^ it was all grown over with cboakitg 
thorns, and thick deep-rooted nettles had co- 
vered the face thereof, and the ftonc-wall 
thereof was in many parts quite broken down. 

3 1 Then I faw with indignation, and confidered it 
well; f I looked upon it contemptuou/ly again ani 
agaiHj and received much /^^w^yfe/^/ inftruftion. 

33 Yet /aid the wretch of a man^ when it was in tit 
power to have addrcffid his own /oul otherwife^ a 
little more fleep for ihe pre/ent^ a little dumber 

* Or, hear not falfe tejltmmy againft thy neighbour ^ neilhtr. 
inftuence others by thy perfuqfions. H. f Compare EccL /•• 
— vii. 14 I/, 
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tali^ a little folding of the han'ls \o procure 
reable flcep ; So mall thy poverty like bis^ 34 
m imitated^ come fudden^ as one that tra- 
leth /// hs^e ; and thy extreme w.ant 2is/rom 
unconquerable armed man. 

Henejs. Order and diligence are needful to Aiccefs. 
: very piAurc of floth is deteftablc. Ignorance itfclf 
r improve from thence. Regard (Irong natural ap- 
tef and domeftic eafe, 1 lim. v. 8. Weeds and 
t beafts war againft the indolent. It is wife to mora- 
njpon the clear effects of vice, . chap. vi. lo, ii. 
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C.H A P. XXV. 

"^HESE following are alfo Proverbs of So- 1 

lomon, which the men of Hezekiah, 
ig of Judah, one of his mojl religious fuccejfors^ 
ntd out * from among/i his other valuable 

*r&9erbt. Thefe fhort fayings of Solomon refer to 
ft momentous fubje(5ls. Kings ought to have their 
jcds as much improved as potuble, 2 Chron xxi. 31. 

[t is the glory of God, whofe government is 
i^erfal^ to conceal a thing f from numbers^ 
their minds are advanced ; but the chief ho^ 
»ar of kings is to fearch out a matter of 
*ln and found policy, 
frvwdenu and hmgs. Go3^ as wife and good to his 

• Compare Gen, xKvi. 22. yob. sx, 5. For that end they 
mi about. f l^«tfor his purpofes. H. 
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offispring, hides not what is neceflaiy,- Ronu i 
Pial. xiz. 7, &c. Yet the moft exalted cannol 
his ways to perfedion. As faculties eularge, fo 
prehenfion and delight, i John iii. i^ fee. i C 
fee. The high trii$ of rulers admitiB not eithc 
being indolent, or fuperficial, chap. xvL io. 
2i» fee. Infinite wi/dom will be able one day 
what is now impenetrable R. Laws ought t 
pie, (hort and clear. R. 

1 he heaven for height is remarka 
the earth for depth, and the heart ol 
compared with the vmltHade^ is iinfeard 

Kings. Clear principles of law and equity 
honour to rulers. Contrivances for nationa 
and ftrength mfty and ought to be more out of 
reach. Faithful fubje^s will beware of i 
Thefe may be impenetrable without being falfc 

Take away the impure drofs, from 
precious filver, and there ftiall come 
veflel/r*w thence^ for great credit tc the ; 

DlRgince. Worses of art are much hurt by 
terials. Natural improvements lead to impoil 
tual ones. 

Take away x\\tfelfijh wicked, from 
the king, whoni he would mijlead^ a 
throne fliall be eftabliihed in fure eqm 
teoufnefs. 

-' Kings. Men of eminent ftation have grca 
Plal. xii. 8. Prov. xxix. 2. Kings cannot 1 
where fo as to ite with their own eyes. A na 
vetous tcHiper is not for rule. Difficult charg 
ratlier U) c^me as be fought for. Princes of gt 
govern thofe who govern under them: The, 
i)i ruling. Eaiaves are inventive to elude juilice 

Put not forth thyl'elf proudly in tl 
fence of the king, and Hand not, un 
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, in the place of great men whom he em^ 
r. For better it is, in point of honour and 7 
ulnefs^ that it be faid unto thee, Come up 
ler and officiate^ than that thou fhouldetl 
mt lowcVj on account of thy effrontery^ in the 
• prefence of the prince, whom thine eyes 
e but lately (een. 

utMiy and honour. Juftice ought to be impari.1l; 
modeft worth brought upon the field. Ignoruiice 
vice arc hatefully anuming. No country is fo well 
ben merit is fought after, encouraged. They who 
idently folicit will foon come to flatter and bribe. 
idid virtue is (Irength. To be modeft is conciliat- 
Luke xiv. 10, &c. 

ro not forth haftily to drive, when thou art 8 
^okedy left when far gone in revenge^ thou 
ivir not what to do in the end thereof 
:n thy mo^-e powerful neighbour hath put 
I to open fhame. 

£venge. In matters of ceremony yielding is moft 
!nU Sacrifice a little to felf enjoyment and the pub- 
tx)d. Great fouls live fur above quick rcfentmeilt. 
ith is a iliort madneu, wherein much evil may be 
en and done, Luke Aii. 58. 

Jc-bate thy caufe of difference in a fober way 9 
b thy fufpeded offending neighbour him- 
; and difcover not before this^ a fccret * 
Jge to another. Left he that hearcth it \o 
rwards put thee to ftiame, and the puniJJj^ 
i ^ thine infamy turn wot foon away. 

hiietnefs an J revenge. Make furc of the goodnefs of 

claim ; and then apply for rcdrefs iiftcr a meek nian- 

In rage beware of revealing what fliould be kept 

* 0/-, thefecreU //. 

u 
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fecret, for vhich there can be no excufe. ll 
treacherous. 

1 1 Even a word fitly fpoken^ /indas upo) 
hfor beauty^ as we/l as. far profit^ like a 
gold * /ft io frame to pidures of filvcr 

Seafonahle ^vorJs. The meek and lowly hea 
to advice and moderate, Pfal. cxli. 3^ 4. "W 
points to its proper end. What is rare we mc 
Spl^dour and ju(l proportion together do caj 
Let occafion and manner be ftudied, £ph. iv. 
iv. 6. Age and experience ought ever to prei 

12 As an ear-ring of gold/mp^dbly palij. 
a& ornament of fine gold, fo attruHv 
word of 2. wife reprover upon an ttfr\ 
dient ear. 

Reproof. Beauty and drefs do mutually a 
willing learner is defirous of every proper zne 
who pities and corre^s with judgement is a c 
blefling to human nature. Next to him is a z 
open to convidi'iony 2 Tim. ii. 25, &c. 

13 As the cold of winterftiow f ieptfoi 
with waterj in the bu/y time of harve 
a faithful affing mefienger to them th 
him ; for he byfuccefs refrefheth like t\ 
drink^ the foul of his matters* 

Faithfuljervice. Works of labour require fpecial 
Where climates ate warm even fountain watei 
be helped. Wife orders ought to be punAuall 
ed. Inattention of fervants is real difobedience, C 

14 Whofo boafteth himfelf of a faii 
whicb be never did intend^ is like difap^ 

* Or^ Jet in hafkeU. H. Ifa. it' 16. AJentimeih 
nvith propriety. •{• Kept by means of fome hollo 
2 Chron. xxv. 5. PfaL xxxv. 2. j1 cuflom « 
obtains in the eajl% 
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ids in drwghi i»f fummer and wind ivhicb 
s to promife fuore^ yet without rain. 

f}s. To appear full of lihcral dcfigns Jind not t'> 
ite is cruel Telf-convi^cJ nrockery of want* Jam. ii. 
6. I John iii. i (?. To raife hope and o^^gnivate 
:hedneli( is bitter evil ; like rliat of lo\\Ting weather 
bau-rch wind, Jude i s. 2 Pet. ii. r 7« 

y long and patient forbearing to complain 15 
^n a prince p^rfuaded. who has token offence^ 
a foft ufe of the tongue m jelf-vindicathn 
keth the hearty wbieb was bard as a * bone. 

Hd fi^^mrtmce. When pa^Iion fubfides renfon is 
scoed unto. A ctegrec of veneration is due to rank. 
5ttr andYbrbear are chief rules of religion. Malice 
nay be oyercome with good^ Politenefi is com- 
to delicate fouls. IL 

aft thou found delicious honey ? Eat fo 16 
;h» eind no nwre^ as is fufficient for thee, 
giberwife thou be filled therewith bejond 
iirei and vomit it under no/mail pain and 
^ both* 

tt&&. Gratknde and mo(ieration are to be ufed in 
H^ls. Sociality requires us to be pleafed» but not 
te^A Let all hasre their (hare. Dif|ruft not the 
i chap, xxiii. 1,10. Temperancs and ezercife pre* 
enfeebling, ver. z. R* 

withdraw thy fbot from too frequent fami' 17 
«^r/in thy neighbour's houfe : left he be 
iry of thee, and fo at lengthy come to hate 
t. 

yUs. It is prudent and beneficial to be fparing. 
e from warmth, of temper may invite too ftrong, 
\ and receive fo as to keep up the hofpitable temper. 

* Compare Gen. xFtx. 14. //• 

u 2 
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8 A man that beareth falfe witnefs 
his neighbour is more cruel to him^ iha 
ufe of a heavy maul, and a fword iijelj 
fliarp full aimed arrow. 

Ftjlfe nvitnejfmg. Truth is the bond of foc_ m ^ty. To 
fwear contrary to convi«5tion is the moft bafe, cnriicl an! 

impious f^i all Vallehoods. What can (land "faeforeiif 
Plkl. cxy. 3, 4. 

Difpofe us, O thou fountain oflovey accord -JMi "X'ig to^^ 
dircclion of wifdom, to do right and kindnts^-i ^s ^o ^' 
J t Ives, by doing right and kindnefs to others ; cndttrmg 

them to us, and thereby lecuring all that whicl-^=» iiriendihip 
and love in them can do for us : and let us ra»- <^^t ^7 po; 
voking and exafperating them, through the ^^--^rafiice(t 
falfehood, injuftice and cruelty, engage them wcz <:^ tlonsal 
the mifchief, (even in their own defence) i?^^i^icli ibdr 
underllanding can contrive, and their power ^r.^3D drefl. 

19 Confidence in an unfaithful promr^^^S^^^ 
in time of trouble, is vexatious lilc^s^ * "^ 
broken tooth, and a * foot out of joii^ ^^' 

Promtfes. Some obligations arc natural an *^ '^ ^^.mL 
Bargains and promifes of friendly rec=^^;^^ ^j^j-jj, 
evils of life ; and cruel difappointmen -^^' 
tens them. ^_ 

20 As he that taketh away a ncceffar^L^ .J °^j 
ment in cold weather, and ^sfharp viw ^^ jj ]^ 
upon nitre, which fets it a working; fo ^ heart, 
that fingeth foni^s to an afflided heavy h^^^ . ,. 

Mercy, Dreft, which one cannot live without, ii ^^^^ j^ 
to fpare, and may prove mortal if taken. Hcight^^ ^^^ 
diftrefi. ; but fpeak of forrow t© the afflided, and ^^,/,,.„, 
with them. Prayers, filence and tears W^ ^^J^^^^^ccks, j 
lengths, Job ii. 12, 13. Reverence is due to grief, ^^-^^ ^^ /' 
ixii. 6. Pi'al. cxxxvii. 3. Compafllon melts int^^^ ' j^ 
giiilh without being able to anfwer. R» /J'.- 

^* Or,fpramed, H. ^ *^^ 
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t^ hating mitmj to fb]^ certain kMwlidi^e ti 
^ry, give bim* bread to eat: and i£ 
tirfty, give him water to drink. For 22 
^\i (halt as in a cenftr^ heap coals of 
letting fire upon his head, /b as to con* 
rid 'the Lord of infiniie-goodnefs fhaU in 
^ mwner f reward thee. * 

•^a^. Wliere love of cftcem canlKit be eiercHe ci» 
^mpaffion is tb^ more diie. Match, v. aj, &c« 
xre life we ought to nfe every kind of ineah> 
i. I, Sec. Ex. xxiii. 4» 5. Either give xxp with 
r- revenge, Rom. xii. 20, dec. The fire (kT love, 
Neat of good works, who can reiift ? Think of 
^ his brethren. LiJtewife i Sam.xxiT. 15, &c* 
«. 22, 24. Above all the example of Chrj/fm 
are but one family, whereof God is the com- 
ar. R, Enemies are ftill men when they are van- 
^. The right of conqueft is thelcaft of any. R* 

t north wind in common driveth away 23 
'ouds ^rain ; fo doth an angry coun- 
^, wbenjbewed with judgement again/t a 
ling Jtandrous tongue. 

img, Tett^ytatkms to revenge fliould not be 
.elded to. It is brave and beneficial to oppofe 
Give feafoaabk checks to diftant, crud hints, 
s figns {knd phrafefi. Anger at trmes, may not 
innocent, but praHe^wortby, and even humane. 
It and weep at heau-t. Lies and mifreprcfeota^ 
her doucb of miierabk guik. 

htti^r for fafety and eofe^ to dwell in a 24 
arrow corner of the houfe-top, than 

forfoodofeutryi&ld. H* f Qnuccpt tbi ptace^ 
^thetj Ex. MMvii, 5* Liv. Mvi, 12. Sfmos n^ 22. 
re exhaled from Spuibem hmty an nPjj^i Jiroag 

U3 
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uith a fierce brawling woman, and in 

elegant^ wellfurnijhed houfc. 

Domeftk peace. .Open female rage is a fore d 
ment to genuine love, chap. xxL 9. Calm felf 
is preferable to every outward convenience, 
women given to paffion difgrace the honours 
Strive to fee every thing in a pleating ligt 
from this is the eflence of domeftic felicity, Pfal. 
\ Pet. iii. I, &c. 

25 . As cold * waters refrejhing to a thir: 
fo is good news brought from a far cc 

Good news. Bleffings do rife in value to th 
have of them, and the diflSculty of their a< 
What is common we are apt to overlook. 

26 A righteous man falling down to j 
before the wicked o^prejfor is painfull 
as a troubled fountain of good water^ a 
as a corrupt ^^/iv^ f fpring. 

Ofpreffton. The liberal heart is a public 
good. A Ihort fpace of fever e fuflPering appe 
Offices that are high bind to be generous, ch 
Hab. i. 2, &c. Eccl. iv. 1,2. - 

Make us y^ife, Lordy by the knowledge 2 
of the lall amazing iiTue of things ; and helj 
live, that we may be numbered among the rig] 
that day when all thofe diftindions of men whi< 
euliar to this world (ball ceafe : and w&en thei 
no other di£Eerence, but what is made by their 
or difobedience» their righteoufnefs or unrightei 

Tj It is not good for healthy to eat mi 
ney at once ; fo for \ men to fearch c 
eagernefs their own glory, is not real g 

* In a land offewfprtngs what a comfort is wa 
is friendfb'tp in a world Fike ours, Ahjence is Ktc a 
tf> wkat is realy 3 John 4. AHs xi. 23. 
Jir earn from, thence, H. % Some^ hat in deeds of'vi 
^scd is giorious. !£• 
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Gbry. What in moderation is pleafant and friendly 
iits hj excels. Motives and means of virtue from 
is world ihould not be our chief end, Matth. vi. 

&c. I Cor. iv. jy &c. Be not inienlible to praife ; 
It love to delerve it- R. 

He that hath no proper rule over the dejires 28 
'his own fpirit is expofed to reproach and ruin 
ke z fortified city that is broken down by in^ 
wders^ and without/z^^aV/i/ walls of defence. 

S^gowmmeta. Let reafon keep the throne, and in- 
ior appetites obey, Gal v. 19, &c. Prov. xvi. 32. 
Thoa haft laid, Lord^ the foundation of our happi- 
& hi religion ; to live according to our conllitution and 
;ine, according to the nature of things, and thy own 
changeable moral excellencies. 
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^ S fnow is vexatious in midji ^fummer, t 
^M. ^^^ *^s rain alfo ts in the bufy weeks (f 
arveft ; fo an improper mark 0/ honour is not 
lemly for a weak wicked fool. 

The eflence of wifdom is to know and do well, EccL 
14.' Fools have no fixed purpofe in life, ver. 13. 
irievous effe^ cannot be obierved with eafe, £ccl. z. 
S» 17. Qualities alone ought to influence, public 
aders, EcciTiv. i, &c. 2 Sam. xxiii. 4, &c. 

As the • bird gives no offence by wandering, i 
nd as the | fwaliow in particular prejudices not 

♦ SomCyfparrow when ttjjxirtefhy Pfaf. lxnxif>> J. H, 
• Qthersy ring'dovf, when it rangcth, //. 
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by flyint?, fo the curfc caufelefi t^abiitarat' 
my (hall not come to pafi. 

Wrathful curjing. Ii> paffion the tongoc is sot ealilf 
guided, Jam. i. 27. — ^iii io» &c* No caufe vhufbero 
will juftify horrid oaths, or ixhprccations. Pity isdtt 
unto fuch. 

3 A whip at times is needed for the horfei 
bridle for the more infenjible afs, and » ifr 
manner a chaflening rod for the w/riW feflf* 
back. 

CorreSlon. Indolence and {lubbomefs raarlc VBO^ 
▼ice. Mild arguments vrill not do wkh .fomci WJ 
proportioned cnaftifements are f*avours b the Btt 
Pefts of fociety mull be fought out and punifheA 

4 Anfwer not a vain ignorant fool accordinj 
to his folly, left thou alfo hcfcund like unto 

5 him in rajbnefs. Anfwer a morefuMk^ 
minded fool according to his^S^^r^ mtb^is jf 
folly, left he be more wife in his own concal 
than even 

Anfwers. They "who weakly hnaginc affronts faw 
dderve a return ; but lead of all in their o\m «J' 
Real merit has enough in themfelves ta anfwef tb* 
A moment's filence, or two, obtains complete vik'^ 
Upbraiding^artful methods ought to be checked 1?^ 
arguments. Some are weak, yet tngeauous; 0^ 
weak and prou4. 

\ He that fendeth a meffage ofrnporioMM 

the hand of zjtujrid drunken fool * is injitn^ 

to himfei/os one who cutteth o£f the necejarj^ 

for execution^ and drinketh up damage ^WflJ^ 

to credit^ fortune and life in abundance. 

Mc/pngers, Want of knowledge and confcicnce flwi 

* Con^ari Jok kim* %6» H* 
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lithfuL It is hard te be difappointed by thofe 
fubfift. Fidelity, as before God^ is a devout 
The reverfe is injudice and ingratitude. 

;gs of the lame are not equal, therefore 7 
• to walk with ; fo is a parable ofexceL 
7 in the mouth of weak fools, who 
?r explain nor apply them. 

or Jine nvorJs. Be:iutiful fentences require 
both of men and affairs. Their appofitenefs 
tute their value. Decline oftcntation by bor- 
ds and fentences. Such are foon found out 
. Better to be filent. Private converfing 
le real man. 

le that bindeth up a fione in a fling 8 
Yiuer to hit ; fo is h^ of no ufe to the 
It giveth places 5/^ honour andtruji to 
ignorant fool. 

tndtrufi. Difgrace foon fucceeds to injudi- 
ation. There is danger from them to the 

horn from fevere falls gocth up deep 9 
hand of a drunkard, and makes him 
ily loud^ fo is a f parable of good hene^ 
rt in the mouth of ignorant mifapply* 

The ufefiil ef&As of knowledge arc its 
z. II. Good words from the wicked hurt 
and others. 

reat| God that formed all things, 10 
'ardejth the evil a6ling fool with con^ 
(hment^ and rewardeth yet more dread- 
M incorrigible tranfgreffors. 

as he who adds a precious ^one to a common 
\ Or ^ fine word. % ^^'"^j the great wife majler 
IS 'welly who both rewardeth^ t^c. 
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%'■ 
Puiiyhwf'trft of vfce. Wrrds uttpred with^ut due 
thouglu nni«f he hiinfnl. Cerciiin vices arc their on 
Tt.-proach. 'Hie worft of all foily is high tnift abuW, 
IT:*]. >ii. 8. 

SnfFer ns not, G-iJy to deceive and impoie npnncnr- 
fflvcs any longer, by fuch falle fuppofi lions* a^ uvA f.:'i» 
ro gratity the enemy c.f our fouls, and to mvike us utterly 
inc.'ipiihle nf thee, and of our own proper nnd only hap- 
pinefs ! Grant that now, before it be too late, wc nay 
wifely and fteadfaftly refolvc to fet upon the great Iwii- 
nefs we have to do here in time ; that €o we may re- 
deem v/hat is paft, and ourfelves from being loft for ever! 

II As a dog by over-eatings returneth to Ws 
\om\tfor eafe ; fo a wicked irreclaimable fool 
returneth (rfter frequent Jirong conviBiwi^ to 
the repeating of his folly. 

Convtffhn. Where there is little fetlfe to work ifoft, 
refolutions will be weak ; but hope it(elf ceafetk, wbfM 
modefty and fclf-tortures are overcome. Appetites long 
gratified crave with incrcafing violence. Be courageous 
and feek grace. Fear prcjudicesy appearances and 
paflion. 

We have called upon thee, our GgJ, for that h&^ 
which is never wanting, as if that were the only thii^ 
we ftood in need of, and we did not make iifc of the it* 
goiir which thou hadil put into our fpirits, by conviflioa 
of our judgements, and the working of our confcieDcei 
for the recovery of our reafonable nature, in fubferviency 
to thee, and depending upon thee, who doft always accom- 
pany our endeavours with thy aiCftance for our good. 

12 Seeft thou a man that is wife in his own 
conceit ; there is more hope of good even 

from a modc^ well meaning fool, than of him. 

Self<onmU Tlie lowly meek may be perfuaded. TTie 
proud never can, Matth. xi. 25. Senfibility of weak* 
nefs leads to earned fuccefsful petitioning, ^Iatth. vi. "• 
Formalifts are moft liable to conceit- 

13 The ilothful man faith /j excufe himfc^% 
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'here is a defraying lion in the way 5 a lion 
\ got loofe in the very ftreets. 

SMIf* InJolence tabrfcates the mo ft ridiculous -^wd 
umerous apologies, ver. ib. Therdbre grows fail 
pon huniau nature. 

As the door tuFneth back and forward upon 14 
Its /fx^^ hinges, wkhout advancing, fo doth the 
lothful loiterer upon his warm bed. 

S/oiA. The idle reflet^, wifh and hope to awake ; yet 
lie not in time to work. A habit of dcLiying is luoft 
hazardous. 

In the day of our repentance, God^ we have refolved 
iccording to the reafoa of things, and the laws of our 
vlfgion ; and again in the day ofour temptation, we have 
aftcd according to our vicious inclinations and habits. 

Th^fiime flothful man hidetb his cold hand 15 
ra his bofom, and it grieveth him like one 
weary with fevere labour^ to hrijog it again 
from thence to his niouth, which next to invo- 
tuntarily opens for food. 

SloiL Frequent breach of purpofe becometh like 
one dead to adion. It is flavery of the moil debafmg 
rainous kind. 

And to complete boxh wretcUdntfi and guilty 16 
the flupid fluggard^yZ^ longfpoken of is wiler in 
hia own conccitj/or devifmg means ofincrcafe to 
fkch pefHve diforder^ than feven chofen men, 
that can render a goodfufficient reafon/ir wife 
behaviour. 

ShaL Wifhes may be ferious and yet not eflPedual, 
firom wane of inftant execution, chap. xix. 24.-^xxiL 13. 
Soch mull be felf-condemned. 

He that paffcth by *, and meddleth in 

* S€C Nunu xxii. 18, 6. ff. 
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officious bujied rage with ftrifv^ bolangir 
immediately to him, is like onc/br biizarc 
takcth a /irofig majtiff Ao^y'\\it<f9LTtani 
him. •■ •■.■■-..-.*- ^\^ r .■ 

Strife. It (hews a ftrange di(pofitldrf*te*cchirt 
and to fuffer from it. Thofe \did.f6llbva;nd fan 
ploy mcnt are the great nie441^p%, • ^^ ,^., .q . , ,,, j.. 

18 As a /urioiii tmd man^'^vi^ho ^^afieth 
where around him flaming firc-brands 
iime^ Jharp pointed arrows at ''atndiAer^ it 

1 9 lar dreadful in/iruments of death : ■ S6* 
man that dcCeiVfeth his rtfeightdur hfk 

fpecious 10 great hitrt^ aiid faithVtt'Arw alt\ 
Am not I in fport? 

Jl/fifcfj'if'Loui iS'oerftoh 'Lying in all fliape^ jsl 
culpable. Trifle not with facrtfd truth, the bon 
ciety. Dread ftverc Wit.'^ Spoil not liiirti b 
gives anotlier pain. ^'^ ■? Ji^ 5 • . • • -..r/j.. 

ao Where no drrcd wood \i for fcwel^ thfc: 
fire goeth out ; fo where there is nd 
pering tale-bearer the one principal ca 
flrife ceafeth. 

Tale-harhig. The moft aA\fiU Srilptnre j 
do not always intimidate even iome religious pn 
Plklms 1. 1 6. Conimonei's of crimes does not Icl 
malignancy ()f them. Treachery and evil ipeak 
oitcn conjoined. Arrows Ihot in the dark are pet 
bale: Rom. xvi. 17. Some live upon bloody j 
Itciich of diieafe, Prov. Avii. 14, &c. 

21 As coals are an addition of heat to bu 
coaU, and wood to a flo*w fire: fo is a 
tentious man to ]s\iiA\c fever e ftrife. 

Strift', Be not quick to take provocation, 
execute revenge. Open hatred is prefciable to 
undermining. Put not the worR conftiuctionupon 
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imtofnffierfinallloflres. Good temper is a noble ufeful 
ament, Jam. Hi. 149 15* i Pet. iii. 2, 5cc. 

The words of a talebearer, who affect ii 
mdjbipj are z% painful woMXkd^ \ and they go 
wn for deadly torture into the innermoft 
1/ parts of the belly. 

TaUiarhig. Dread thofe who \«^ho are talkative. Smooth 
lOcritiBS ifa^wout fecrets to hurt, Eccl. xxviii. 13, &c. 
min innocent chara^ers is cruel murder. Make 
even bad things worfe. Weep over faults. 

Oifcordant * burning lips^ and a wicked 
tl . heart, which leads to this^ are like a hot 
*^erd, covered with bright filvcr melting 
qfdtoCs. 

ii/cerJ and cruelty. Specious lies kindle devouring 
ps. Falfe vamifh doth not long (land the tefl. Dil- 
sint not confidence ; reveal no fecrets ; betray not 
fireedoms of an unguarded hour. 

He. that cruelly hateth diffemblcth 24 
It with the foft fpcech of his lips ; and 
cth up, as a treafure, Jfore of deceit within 
1. When he fpeaketh fair, believe him 25 
: ./^ be in earneli^fo as to truji^ for there are 
vcn hideous abominations of mif chief in hit 
irt. Whofe mortal hatred is covered by 26 
tfible deceit ; and his fecret implacable wick- 
icfe fliall be fliewn in full light before the 
blc congregation. 

>^£^. Revenge unexpedled is the more dreadful. 
not rafh to judge amifs, nor yet to truft. Criminal 
ficcs will be laid open, i Cor. iv. 5, &c. by flames of 
f wrath. 

^ Some^ friendly figns, and a haje heart H. Compare^ Lev. 
>l 2%. H.. f Put for many} Gen. xli. 29. J A. xxx. 33. 
>b. i. 15. Prov. xxvv. 16.— cf«/v. 16. 
X 



230 PROVERBS Chap. XXVII. 

2 7 Whofo diggeth a pit,/(7r ruin to ethers^ Ihall, 
one time or other^ fall therein bimjelf\ \ and 
he that rolleth a ftone upwards^ to let ioofeffm 
the height upon thofe whom he dijlikes^ it will re- 
turn upon him with rujhing violence. 

Revenge, Secret ambufhes arc the moft criminal and 
hazardous. Violence of temper blinds and ruins, P&L 
\ii. 15. Eccl. X. 8, 9. By feekirig to ei^tend poKcr, the 
foundation of authority is deftroyed. /?. 

28 A lying tongue, not fatisjied with this, btcth, 

Jo as to perfecute without interruption^ .thole vlat 

are caufelejly afflicled by it ; and the fame waj^ a 

flattering mouth, /^ compafsfelfijh endsy woriitli 

ruin. 

Lytngand fattery. One who lies fears to be expoftd^ 
vhichleadsto heap injury upon injury, as if deferred. SncB 
are lead eafy to reconcile. He is no Chriilian who deal* 
in calumny, ilander and divifive whifpering ; Jam. i 2(Si 
Falfe policy makes ufe of mean diiiimulation. R. 
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I T>OAST not thyfelf of y^^/;?^ to-morrow; 
Jl# for thou knuweft not what ^Jingle day 
may bring forth. 

Time uncertain. Meditation upon death helps to mo- 
derate all earthly purfuits. Jam. iv. 14 To glory in 
future fchemes is foclllh, mad, impious, Jer. vii. 9, la 

Be thou our God, and our guide, how fhcrt, or how 

f Compare. Job, xxx, 14* Gen.xxKU 6. 
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(bcver our lives may prove ; that in the end of our 
we may attain the end of our religion, and the hap- 
> o£ our fouls, through Jefus Chrift our JLiord. 

et another main have leave to praifc thee, 2 
not thine own mouth ; a llranpjer ju/ily 
ed with thee in the niain^ and not thine 
I proud Itps. 

'mPand P'anity. Be not lifted up, even where fuc- 
las been agreeable to expe<5lation, Rom. xii. 3. ]xm. 
The denre of fame is reafonable, though not as a 
«nd, Rom. xiv. 1 8. Phil. iv. 8. Dread ttrong i«lf 
ilacency, even in good works The praife of dii^ 
ricnt is true praife. Modeil youth is timorous. . 

flone is heavy, and the (and when colleded 3 
eighty; but a rajh wicked foors wrath 
•avier to bear than xhem both. 

^aih ef fools. A wife man is put into anger, only 
inadvertence, or great provocation. It is the glory 
man to keep this at under. Wife argument has no 
e£E€<5t upon rage, whibh aggravates both guilt and 
[hment. 

udden wrath is frequently cruel, and bl(m,n 4 
^fettled anger is outrageous ; but who is 
\ to ftand before the malignant fpirit o/"en- 
%t another* s good? 

^raihf anger and envy. The fretful and peevifh are 
:ult to live with. Still more, they who are implaca^ 
rcfcntive. Yet, time and patience, under God^ tnay 
both. Not fo the malicious vice, that pines at ex» 
nee.. They do little good who are not envied. Fair 
le may have its blemifhes, which this evil fpirit is 
to tax, under appearance of hating guilt. Some ad" 
iioufly. Jam iii. 1 3, 5cc. ChaHife faults, and fpare the 
fgrelfor, i John iii. 9, &c. 

3pcn free rebuke when need fid is better j^r 5 

nan profit^ than fecret timid love. Faithltil € 

X a 
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to true affeSlion arc the wounds oifmart i 
from a ftncere friend : but the kifles 
enemy at heart are deceitful, asjealoufy 

Rehukcy JideTftVifrUnMlp. Mutual angry rev 
quite incompatible vdtn friendfhip. Honed wa 
refolute and prudent, both as to times and m 
Convidlion of wrong is not feparable from paii 
xiz. 17 Math xviii 15. Smooth not over faults v 
names. Let love be without diffimulation. 

7 The full foul from eating loatheth evi 
frjmetnefs ofzn honey-comb; but to the 

gry foul every bitter thing of food k 
fweet. 

Want. .How apt are men to defpife common 
fary bleflings ? What all need, and many have, ar 
greateft moment Superfluities are foon loathed, 
feme exercife and lawful indufby relifh plain 
fo doth ftrong ingenuous fpiritual appetite. 

8 As a bird is in danger jhzx. wandereth 
her neft : fo is a man to%fffer want, that 
dereth from the duties of* his place. 

Official Duties. To bound defirc is the way to 1 
Prov. xxxvii. 16. A conftant courfe of luxuriou 
mars its own end. Howmany hazards do people run; 
for what might eafier and better be found at 
Wanton prodigality tempts to rove. A com] 
among friends is true fecular wealth. Determ 
haftily in an employment for life, and take advice 
with firmnefs, and feek to excel. Variety of ] 
divides attention and time too much. 

9 Soft\ ointment and perfume rejoic 
heart: fo doth the fweetnefs of a : 

10 friend by wife hearty counfel. Thine 

* Or, who deferteth his home. H. f Certah 

ofjragrance arreft both Jight andfmclL 
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*nced friend^ and thy father's friend for- 
tot^ ea account of mere upjiaris ; * neither 
to thy brother's houfe, which thou haji 
voiJedy in the day of thy calamity : for 
is z loving neighbour that is near, thmgh. 
nfe unreUted^ than a hvoH^tx-german nir 

Mlfhip and reLlLn. Tli€ facreil tic is rcftorativc, 
s and forrows in common to increafe the one, and 
he other. Even tine fentimcnts relifh moft among 
I fpirits. The very look of a judicious inttnuite 
svindLomforts. Doubtful, dangerousclicumftance*, 
love. All aids ought to be hearty. Age, with expe- 
bind do\ib!y ftiong. Referve woimds true affcc- 
id diilmil kills it. A friend and a brother in one 
rhicf of human joys. Mere blr>od connc<9ion is 
lominal tie. Certain natures will run half naked 
:, when' kindred muft take time to drefs and to 
r. Htjiod. Prov. xvii. 17. — 18. 24. Choofe friends 
y, and cherifh.diem. EiUntial qualities iji fuch 
;o be, judgement, uprightnefs, con(iil:ence,delibera- 
:perfence. 

dear fon, be wife in behaviour^ and make 1 1 
leart ewr glad to fee 4r hear 'ofthee^ that 
r alfo have an anfwer in readinefs^for him 
eproacheth me, when it is in bis power. 

chiidren Much depends upon a good begmning, 
rtitous aflfociates. To fee inftrudion profp&r is 
ght of parental joy." Bcfeeching from one' in an- 
has great power. Cohftderate not with the" foes 
parents, Pial. cxxvii.- 5/ » ' . 

3rudent man forefeeth the evil, arid, as ( 2 
as poffible^ hidcth himfelf /r(?7» it; but 

'*, and thoujhah not have, to go into thy brother*^ houfs^ 
ly of thy calamity. H^ 

X 3 
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the weak credulous fimpk ^^bfonwardly o% 
and are puniihed often to a great degree* 

Touthfitl prudence. Rafhnefs b moft incident to cnw 
ly life, from ignorance of men and things. To bdicw 
that one may err, and to advife> are happy d^f[jnfilln^^ 
Fear and tremUing fuitthe nature of our pnibatiai 
(late. He who forefees unavoidable danger» and duo 
to look it in the £icey u truly brave, chap. ttH. 3. 

1 3 Take his garment in pledge^ that is fiurff 
for a firanger, and take a Hili more ^iklfik 
pledge of him for warranting a ftrange7i!^ 
woman. 

Svretsflnp. The utmoft that law admits expcfii 
ftrong obligation. A difTolute life in females ai|Vi 
entire want of principle, chap. xz. 15. 

1 4 He that hypocritically blefleth his rich friciiA 
with a loud voice, rifing early in the mor% 
ir)g/or this end; it Ihall i» time he couBtd 
7H€annefs with * a heavy curfc to him. 

Flattery. Falfe bare-faced compliments ibo^ becsat 
odious, lliey tend to miilead and bring on rni 
Hardly can fuch efcape. 

15 A continual ro^-dropping in a very nttflf 
day, and a paj/ionate contentious woman ut 

alike grievous* 

Domeftk quarrellMg. Ince/Tant clamour from onc^i 
neareft relative is abiblutely (hocking. The fcora of Q^ 
pitying neighbours, Prov. xix. 1 3. 

1 6 Whofocver f hideth her, by any lawful maxn 
he can think of^ hideth what may be compared U 
the eluding wind, and the Jqueez^ed foft oint- 

* Compare 1 Sam* si, 30. f Tbey who can toneeed^ tm 
ecnccal a /cent ; hut the perfume in a mau^s hand will i^ctvif 
iffelf, Cctnpare Lev* XXV. 10. Dtut. xx. 10. J/. 
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lent of his right hand, which obvmjly be- 
Tayeth itfcif through the fingers. 

Domefiic qmrrdBng, Both parties are heard where 
ikber of them are ieen. They cannot hrde. Commoa 
vdence fkoold lead to be moderate, ver. 15. 

Iron iharpeneth * iron, by rubbing; fo a man 1 7 
'puti kve-f iharpeneth the very countenance 
rbif friend. 

Jfjf mmMifk The value of choice connexions is inefti* 
able* £ccL iy. 9* They awaken all the natural powers 

Sbt eiercife. Moft people are in part what their in- 
mates are. Emulation becomes mutual. They mol- 
jT'^aogntik R. Where a fympathy of fentlmeats pre- 
jne the way» ftrid friendfhips are foon formed. 

Whofo keepeth the fig-tree in good trainings 18 
ittll eat ^the fruit thtxcoi abundantly ; fo he 
haft waiteth clt^e on his mafter for fervicoy 
isill through time be greatly honoured. 

Senuuitj. Fldelfty, like moft other dudes, has an im- 
ocAatfc recompence. Even the beft of fruit-trees do 
ot hear all at once- Merit is Seldom unrewarded, 
ervants who love change are not often engaging. 

As in water, when nigh looked upon^ face an- 1 9 
wereth to face : fo the heart of \ man in one 
'ge or country to man. 

Human natwrc^ . The principal lines and charaXers of 
lainkiad are much the fame. Like reafonings, or mo- 
ives» therefore, may be ufed. Outward aXs deter- 
mine the inward ftate, Matth. viL 15, &c. Hiftory of 
ourfe muft prove beneficial, Deut. xzxiL 7, 8. i Cor. 
^ 1 1. We are all united to the deity. 

The grave ^hell and A«?t//7jf deftruftion, /f j^. ao 

* Or, hrlgbteneth. H. \ Brightenetb. H. % Or^fi 
hth the hearty the man to the many "vfs. reprefent. A maa*s 
icart may be frequently known by his look^ 
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ing down to this, arc never full: fo the* eyes 
of man are never £atisfied wiib feeking after 
novelties. 

■■ Defirei, Not a day but death has his millionsp 
Coveting - is quite infatiable. . Defires grow by indat 
gence, Eccl. iv. 7, 8. — v. 10, &c. ■ Imaginary want is 
ever pinching. Man is immortal on account of Ibs 
principle. R. 

t\ .As the jfining pot li for the good of fi! vcr, t^ 
purge away drofs^ and the hcafeii fu^nilc^'fer 
benefit of choice gold, -ffo is a man to/Afst 
taining of \\v^ jiUi y^x'xxic,. 

' Pratfefrom men. Virtue rifes in zeul by every oppo- 
fition. Smaller degrees become too much elated anJ 
melt away to nothing. The beft are bound to ara^ 
cumfpeift walk. Be not forward either t<i praiie or dil- 
praife, chap, xxviii. 4. — xxix. 27. EccL jcxvii. 6r 

2 2 Though thou fliouideft bray a fool ofoge^x\i\ 
mortar among wheat with a peftle; yet willnot 
his weak wicked fooUffinefs depart fromhin]. 

• Habits, No power lefs than fupernatural can amcnJ 
thofe who neglecJt and defj -ire correction itfeif, Ifa. i. $- 
Jer. vi. 23, a:c. Young minds ought to be very ioc\h 
Wife parents and governors inilruft with patience. 

23 Be thou diligent to know, as by their fam^ 
the real ftate of thy flocks ; and look both well 

24 and often to thy different kind of herds. For 
thefirength of fuch riches are not enfured to ike 
for ever ; and doth the crown it/elf endure 

25 to every /^^^r^/vi? generation? The crop for 

♦ Put for his defires. f Or^fuch is a man to thcm9«^ 
of the per/on 'who prafdh him. H. Mattb. viL 15, ^c. 
f Ory chajiife him as in the grindmghoufe^ Prov. i. 17. 
— Kxi'u 24. 2 Sam. xvii. 1 9. Gen. xliv. 12. Ex, m. 39. 
Judg. Mvi, 21. H. 
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appcafeth anh in iisfeafon^ and the tender 
s ihewech itielf, in forerunning Jign of this 
cable harvefl ; and the herbs of the moun- 
s too^ for nice delicates and medicine^ arc ga- 
ed in their appointed times. Th^ foft fleetf 26 
3S are for thy clothing, and the goats by 
produce are to defray the price of the field. 
[ thus watchful of trnfis^ with opportunities^ 27 
1 {halt have goats' milk enough for thy 
I, for the food of thy whole houfehold, 
for the cheering maintenance for thy nume^ 
young maidens. 

re and £/igeHce* The bed of all wealth, are flocks 
lerds. In proportion to hazards of lofs ought our 
:nt and induftry to be. A mafter^s own eye is his 
brvant. Quantity and kinds of pafturage are to be 
lered. The firft purchafe doth not eftablifh poffcf» 

but prudent after care. Want of economy will 
the mofl opulent eftates. Provide for uncertain- 

Seek the fitted times. Sweet is the fimple fiate 
tare. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

THE confcious wicked flee when no man 
purfueth f but tht^ncere fervent righ- 
ts are bold in times of great hazard zs a lion. 

ftiiuJe. Vice has no ftay in danger, no fupport ia 
»le, and leaft of all in death. Criminal kvities may 
e for a time» but ezafperate afterwards. Lev. jlxvu 
Good intentions, with upright condud, are the fum 
1 virtue. Cod will ever befriend fuch. How re» 
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rpe<5tabk a thing is true Chriftian goodnefs \ Pr 

and courage ftirmoiint all obftacles. R, 

For * the abounding tranfgreffion of a 
inany are the divided ruling princes th< 
but by ^ftngte man of under ftanding at 
and well applied knowledge, the ilate tl 
(hall be prolonged. 

National faffty. The greateft confufion mul 
"where the bulk of a nation feek their own thin] 
Various and powerful headed factions portend tli 
e£Pe^s. Likcwife inftability of counfel and ex< 
Jer. rviii. 7, %. In the worft of times one of ei 
will often be attended to and fucceed. 

A* poor man vejied with authority | th 
preffeth the poor is. like afwceping^w. 
rain which leaveth no harvefi food t// 
ground* 

Oppreffion. Bafe minds elated conceive the ch 
nour oi power to lie in depreflSng their inferiors 
X. 5, 6, 7. Want of fenfc to judge, and pity to fee 
extreme curfe to a country. 

Th?y that forfake the law, as a rule 
praifc the wicked by their example and) 
in order to conceal tbemfelves ; but fuch : 
dienily keep the law, contend with th 
enemies^ for their qmendment or, overthrow. 

Examples good and had. However wicked m 
they love tlie appearance of confiftency and felf-v 
tion. Hie very fight of goodnefs reproaches 
and provokes them. Go^t glory and the good c 

. ♦ Or^ hy rehelBon in a landf tyrants Jball become its 
hut where a people are wlfe^ an able prince Jball rei^ 
Gompare Prov. xxvi. 10. 2 Kings xxv, 8. Eft I 
2 Kings tit, 7. Deut, vi, 2* H. f Compare PfaL i 
If a, nki, 13. 
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require that vice fhould be oppofed. Win by 
lefs if poffible, if not corredt. 

lalify us, thou father of the /pints of all Jlefh^ by a 
ous exercife of our faculties, apd by the conftancy 
r adlions agreeable to divine virtiie^ and our holy 
on, to return to the due order cf nature ; the efta-' 
nent of holinefs and gooduefs, which is our conna* 
fubje(3ion to thy all-perfedt goveinnient. 

vil men underft^nd not the excellence and 
Jity efjuJiyiAgtmcnX : but they that ^ww/7/ 
the -Lord underlland //, with all other 
^/things. 

'ue wifJom. A habit of wickednefs blinds the in-- 
\ and hardens. Upright fouls will not be allowed 
y and fatally to err, Pfal. Ixxxir. ii. — xxv. 9, &c. 
vii. 17. A model too petfeA is hated by the vi- 
;. R, Go J IS the caufe and four^e of truth. Hii 
jpts are the tranfcripts of his own moral attributes, 
ran be valuable upon nothing fo much as referabling 

etter is the poor, as to outward condition, that 
keth through life in his uprightnefs^/A^Atf- 
r, than he that is defignedly perverfe in his 
s of condudj thouojh he be externally rich. 

brightnefs and peace. Perfcverance is eflential to well- 
g. Riches acquired by undue means do not refle<5l ^ 
I with eafe. Few attain the length of clear ample 
ution. 

lufe us, good God^ to live up to the peculiar excel- 
\ of our nature in the tight ufe of our faculties and 
rnment of ourfelves by our fupreme powers ; and 
r us not to live below, and contrary to our nature, 
iigh gr©fs negleft, and fhameful abuf e of our facul- 
enflaving our fouls to our bodies, and becoming 
the beafts that have no rational underftanding 1 

Vhofo keepeth the written law of heaven 
L wife fon to his parents^ Jiate and church r 
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but he who is zJiatUring companion of riot- 
ous men fhanieth his father, who bad ibt 
iruft of educating him. 

Children good and hail. Knowledge and praAice ought 
to keep pace with each other. Withdraw from placei 
and companies where there is greateft temptatiou 
What objeA fo fweet to look upon, or to hear about, as a 
well-doing child ? Moderate animal living gives tine 
and heart to noble fpiritnal employments ; whereas riot« 
ous living ruins name, fortune and happineis. No|ixf 
or confunon can equal that of a difappointed panmti 
from a bad fon. Education obliges children tognfti- 
tude ; and thefe are the original bonds of fociety. h i 
The country is nothing elfe than many famih'es united, h 

He that by extravagant ufury and unjull 

gain of any i^/W increafeth his fubftance, iie |^ 
lall, unknown to himfelf gather it for him that 
will pity and aid the poor. 

Riches. For peculiar wife reafbns under the law, tak- 
ing intercft for loan from a brother Ifraelite was prohi- 
bited, £x. xxiv. 25. Deut. xxiii. 19, 20. It is there* 
fore fitly ranked with injuftice. To borrow for conw^ 
nience may pay lawful intereft. Lending in many cafe 
is a preferable charity to giving, as what faves (katt 
and obliges to work. Sordid avarice is a fevert cwfi 
upon mankind. Pure communicative love is rady 
permitted to want, Eccl. xi. i, &c. Lev. xxv. 35, &c. 

He that turneth away his ear from hear- 
ing the law of God read^ explained^ andincukaU 
ed, even his prayer in time of trouble fliall be 
held as loathfome abomination. 

Hearing GoePs 'word^ ami prayer. The pure ft ard ihc 
moil acceptable of all devout cxercifes is to imitate di- 
vine love. The worft extreme of vice is abandoned lift- 
IclVnefs ; loon followed with contempt. Prayers of ihe 
wicked are cries of terror, without eftccm or love, Prov. 
i. 24, 6cc. Some only read and hear the law of God^ 
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in endt without applying it praftically. Numbers of 
U£^h profeflion hate to be admonifhed, John ix. 31. 

John iii. 24. Pfal. 1. 16, &c. Such give a £ital 
round to devotion, i Tim. ii. 8. i John i. 5> 6. 

1*each thou us, Lwd^ to value it as our privilege, 
ha^ ietting afide from time to time, all worldly employ- 
nents and concernments, we can join together in fuch 
xcrciies, and receive fuch irapremons from thence, as 
afts our thoughts into a frame which is purely heaven- 
^ and divine! 

VThofo by fubtle arts* caufeth the righte- 10 
lus to go aftray in an unforefeen evil way, he 
hall fall miferably himfelr into the defigned mif^ 
hiefs ^hisown pit; but xht prudent and tiead' 
uAlj uptight (hall have good things in long 
K>fteffion. 

' Ufrightnefs and feduSton. The fincerc may not in 
nany cafes have a large degree of underftanding. 
rheir very fimplicity and goodnefs of heart, at times, 
buts their eyes from difcemment of artful meafures. A 
bducer feldom fails of being caught in his own fnare, 
nOeJ. vii. 14, &c. By the natural tendency of things, 
dhc good fucceed, and God is with them. Their flores 
tre unflained by guilty purchafes. Their defires are 
Doderate. They enjoy much in little. That which ap- 
Mars to be virtue is fometimes nothing, but a deceitful 
oaik. R. . .\ 

Alienate our minds, great Gody upon rational convic- 
ion, from the finful cufloms and principles of this mad, 
iegenerate and apoilate world ; that we may never be 
^ away by the error of the wicked and forfake thee 
and our own mercies \ 

The rich man is often wife in his own con- 1 1 
ccit,yi as to overbear^ to didate ; but the poor 
ihat hath underftanding fearcheth him out, 
fo iHoroughly as to be able t6 expofe him. 

* Or^enHcetk H. 
Y 
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Ricii and poor. Money alone gives confidence to gr«t 
numbers, fheir fonraidneft is feldpm blamed ia CO* 
pany, which renders them ftill more affuming. Natu- 
ral good fenfe fees folly in diiguife, and feeks to beconoe 
intimate with the judicious, i Kings iii. 9, &c. To 
court mere external grandeur is a mark ol; penre m d 
tafte however common, Eccl. vii. 11, 12. 

1 2 . When righteous men do fro/per fo as U 
rejoice, there is great glory given to VMiriii 
but when the wieked rife in/o high flrntf 
wealthy a inan of fenfe retires^ and is bidden. 

Promotion. Principle, found j.vdgeiQent^ and ab$l| 
to execute, are eflential qualities for gOiverniDg. It % 
pure lading fatisfadlion to fee people treated accGrdiB{ 
to merit, Pfal. xii. 8. Prov. xxix. 2. 

We blefs thee, great and good God^ who haft modeu 
one for another ; and that by the pra^ice of iSik goqd* 
nefs, righteoufnefs and truth, the wifdom and ihrci^ 
of the whole is increafed : fo that the i^ioxe valiMiUB 
men there are in the world, fo much the better it isftr 
all that live in it ; becaufe from thoie notliing is to be 
feared which they can hinder, and every thii^ floaj be 
expeftcd which they can do. 

13 He that covereth his fins, ^j much as nof 
be even from his own viewy and does not buMl 
owrt them to his Maker ^ fhall not reliptm 
profper ; but whofd confeffcth and forfakcth 

14 them fhall h^wt fur e^ eternal mercy. Happy 
is the man that tru^ing tofuch clear promt/is^ 
f eareth alway afterwards to offend again/t ibtmi 
but he that hardeneth his heart by crimifid 
pr^dices^ fhall fall intoyZ^r^ irretrievable naif- 
chief. 

Conffffion of Jin y and fuhfequmt fear. They deliberatdj 
cover lins who wlfii not to know and become penitent* 
What is neceflUry to reparation muA not be hid. Godly 
forrow and acknowledging, lead to amendment, Di- 
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inx icw€ hath kft no room for defpair. Solid figns of 
efonnation are diffidence, watchfulnels and circumfpec^ 
ion. They -who are carelefs and obllinate fliut out 
;racc. 

We coufefs v/iih fhame, Lord^ that we have violat- 
rd thy la>^s, which are no other than the laws of our na- 
urc ; and that rule of everlafting righteoufnefs, which 
s the life of the univerfe. In thus forfaking thee, we 
have forlaken our own mercies, and mufl be miferable, 
mtil we undo by repentance, what wc have ill done by 
in ; and be reconciled in our temper to that righteoufc 
Xefsi.'which is the nature, mind and will o{GocL Enable 
|5« Aoufmmtean oflifcj to believe the remi^on of fins, 
itltk cornfert and fteidfiLftncfs ; to tmft in thee, through 
EWj? y^fi/y ^or all that mcrcy^ ii**ch, as penftcttt fmners. 
Ire ftafid in needt)f I Grant us tiow^ without delay, to 
ttstte % right tife of t>tMr fiiculties, joMf \o volut our 
Ime and mateft mtefeft ; and, as y¥t can retnembcr 
Ihat is ^aft> and ferefte "wkat is to co)toe, €0 to charge 
nlU^tii with the neceflary care of our falvation, and 
iKdaafiv te provide for that eternity, in which we muft 
be unaTOidabfy moft happy, ot mod miferable. 

. As a dreadful To^nn^ lion, and '^ fierce rang- 15 
ing bear, fo is a wicked opprejffive ruler over 
tbe poor impotent people. 

' - Q y ^gl^^ ' fidelity ia power, and cheerful fubmiffion, 
IbbBrmmc public happinftfs. Abufe of office provokes 
ind ifiiies tn ruinous mifclMcf. Bofom foes are the 
norft of all others* It is a terrible ftate to live by the 
wmA of tntdty, rather than by affedion. The word of 
rulers have the moft corrupted courts for joint devour- 
ing. Law is fuperior to majefty. Petty deputed ty- 
KUtts fuck blood as they are able, i Pet. iiL 7. 

The prince that wanteth undcrftanding is i5 
alfo, with Ufs criminal dejign^ a great opprcffor; 
but he that hateth exa^ing covetoufnels, fliall 
prolong his quitty happy days. 
' CavOwJhefs and oppreffmi. They are ignorant of the 
Y a 
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real value of things, who are fond of axnafling ! Op. 
prefTion fink« the fpirits and unfits for common neccP 
fary defence. The benefit of wealth lies in its applica* 
tion. Strength, freedom and property, intimidate pub» 
lie foes. The length or fhortnefs of living depends 
upon the meafure of enjoyment, Heb. xiii 5. 

17 A* man th2it purpo/e/y doeth violence to 
the blood of any innocent perfon, fhall flee to 
the pit 0/ his own overihroiv^ let no man ftay 
him from thence^ after fo foul a deed. 

Murder. Premeditated murder is the fummiil of 
cruelty, Pfal. v. 7. Revenge and covetoufnefs make 
quick hade to ruin. That man's life is ill fpared iriio 
wilfully flays another^ Gen. ix. 5» 6. £x. xxi. 14. P&L 
Iv. 23. It is madnefs and not valour to fight againfl Qvk 
Falle honour is no juflifiable pxtnciple for killing. 

18 Whofo walketh uprightly through life ihall 
be faved from great and numerous mi/chiefs; 
but he that is perverfe and fraudulent in his 
ways of dealing fhall, upon difco'uery^ fall to di- 

JiruBion at once. 

Uprightnefi and cunning. To adl with clear flead&H 
truth, is honouiable and commendatorj. When cAa^ 
ni6ler is broken what becomes of fuccefs ? The more 
that honeft people are known, the more they are valwd. 
They \vho tread unbeaten ways will often wander and 
lofe themfelves. The wicked fall fafler than they rife. 
What violences do unequitable traders do to their own 
eafe, in contriving, executing, hiding ? 

Although thine agency, God^ tranfcends not only 
cur power, but alfo our under (landing ; and we cannot 
comprekend how the Supreme Being a<5ls in the produdion, 
confervation and reftitution of liis creatures ; yet we arc 
certain of our dependence upon thee, and of thy all- 
fufficiency for us 1 

Or, he ivho is tortured in his fplrit for having Jhed blo(A 
J^^'^^f^to the grave, lefl men fhould fei%e hitn. Compare Devt. 
^^^-^tn^ 29. Ifa. xxxviii. 14. 
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. He that tiileth his land in duefeafon ihaU (9 
nve plenty of veedful bread ; but he that^ 
aben ccdltd iff uftfiti work^ followcth as a comfa^ 
Hon ifter vain diffblute pcrfons, fliail have 
barajing poverty enough. 

InJuftry and UUneft. Hufbandry is the chief of hu- 
lian employments; and wifely put for every other*. 
Pb wait on bufinefs is the w-ay to be fubfifled. To de-* 
nud and ftarve a poor innocent family is confummate 
nSSLxDjt I Tim. v. 8. 

A faithful a^ing man (ball abound with ao 
ilefiings for both worlds ; but be that maketh 
lafle lo be rich, by iawlefs methods^ (hall not 
ie innocent of manifold grcfs crimes ^ but Jink un^ 
jfer ib^m, 

' Fmtbfukifs. The duties of our ftate, profcffion and 
office^ are much to be fVudied. Difgrace and ruin brings 
BOO many wicked arts to remembrance. Fair trading 
ik much nurt by the unfaithful. Confider engagements 
iMfot^ tibey are made and fcrupuloufly perform theitk 
Peace of mind is more than all outward wages of ini- 
quity. Credit and competence reward the faithful. 

We profefs, Lordy to abandon and abhor all Aia- 
Kcey envy and uncharitablenefs, and to abide in univer« 
fid* and the mod comprehenfive good will (at lead of 
compaffion, if not complacency) with all men, fneni^ 
and enemies; in gratitude for what the Son qfGpdhiS' 
^tone and fuffiered for us : who, through our fmsata ti^ . 
Worthy of the leail good, but through him^ atf*capaU(£ 
^tfthe greateft. 

. To have refpeft of perfona in judgenuni: is 2 1 
not good ; for, for a piece of brtidddditional^ 
ie be ewrjh rich^ that nian in time will be jure 
40 tranfgrefsft 

- PMrtudity^ Faithfalnefs regards promife, wi;h duties 
^ftation and office. To pervert a divine ordinance for 
(u^c is mod malignant vice, Ifa. x. t, &c. ilit^ 
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ilighteft appearances thereof (bould make one tretoUb 
Delay of doing right is in itfelf unrighteoufnels. Let 
generous difinterefted motives ever prevaiL For 
teachers of religion to fupprefs truth is dreadfbl, EicL 
xiiL 19, &c. Matth. v. 189 19. 

2 2 He that hafteth to be rich hath an evil 
coveting eye, and confidereth not that ij/me 
bidden curfe of heavtn^ the poverty befomud , 
fcar^ (hall come upon him. j 

Ccvetoufnefs. A niggardly envying foul may pofi^ \ 
but can never enjoy, chap, xxiii. 6, &c. UnjuA medMMb 
cf gain bring on, through time, both divine and bomaa | 
vengeance, Luke xii. 20. PfaL xlix. Jcr. rriL 1 1. 

^3 He xh^X. feafonably and mildly rebukethi 
man ofgoodfenfe in the main^ afterwards lliaB 
find nri ore favour than he that flatcereth^tf 
irrors ofprailice with the tongue. 

Fijtttry and relule. Men are apt to grow proud 
they increafe their fubftance, ver. 1 1. The fmcere frioid 
cannot fuiFer fm upon one he loves. Some chooft to 
flatter, whilfl they affe<5l to hate it. R. 

•24 Whofo robbeth his father or his mother, 
and faith it is no tranfgreffion, the bmc is 
the fit familiar companion of a vile iniqtdtw* 
deftroycr. 

Unnatural children. Thieving from friends is fliockilf • 
Why fpend above what may be owned to a fadicr a 
mother ? Why endanger their credit and eafe ? Why 
fcem to wifh them out of the way before their time? 
Why bring on a fufpicion of others ? Why draw dowB 
gray hairs with forrow to the grave ? 

25 He, that is of a proud^ covet ing^ revef^rfJ 
heart ftirreth up ftrife to his own undoing; but 
he that patiently doing good putteth his truft ifl 
the Lord fliall be made f fat in comforts. 

• Or, murderer. H. f Or^ enjoy ahuudanci* H» 



K 
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Patuaee minvenge. Be not of a peevifli, anrioii% 
defpooding ipirtt. Reft thy injured caufe in an mi- . 
trrmg ommfoUni God. £xpoftulate without revenge. 
Ambitious pride is full of kernes and endeavours to 
rife at any one's expence» Pial. zxxiT. 9. Courage in 
clanger is adive, calm and prefent to itfelf. R. 

Wc magnify thee, Lord and King of the worlds who 
haft aflured us by the manifeftations and communica- 
tions of thyfelf, that the fupremacy of the univerfe is in 
conjundion with the perfedion of goodnefs ; and that 
there is no malignity pof&ble which is not fubjedl to the 
controul of thee, who doft eifentiaUy abhor it. 

He that trufteth in his own heart is a vain 26 
erring fool ; but whofo walketh wifely under 
direSions of friendjhipj he (hall be delivered 
from manifold fevere evils. 1 

IHfidenet <md fdf<(mcea. It is dangerous to reft in our 
oiwn fkilL Hafte is prefumptive blundering. Forefee, 
fear» avoid hazards. 

BleiTed be thou, God^ who, in thy wifdom, applieft 
thyfelf to the faculties of our nature, who art, notwith- 
ftanding our fole fufficiency. Therefore we work out 
oar ialvation with fear and trembling, becaufe thou 
workeft in us both to will and to do, according to thy 
good pleafure. 

He that givcth largely unto the poor, agreeable 27 
to bis circumjiances^ Ihall not lack by this means^ 
: but he that hideth his eyes to tjte utmoji from 
human calamines^ (hall have many a dreadful 
curfe. 

Mercy. Difcreet almfgiving is an efTential branch of 
true charity. The covetous are afraid of being moved 
to compaflion, Pfal. xli. i, &c. It is a part of our buii- 
nefs to inquire after the troubles and wants of others ; 
to do them good and to pray for them, ifa. xxxii. 32.— 
- Iviii. 9. 

When the wicked rife into places of influence^ 28 
men of the beji difpofitiem hide thcmfelves ; 
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but when they petifii from ihtfe^ the eqmudili 
and ufeftil righteous increafe, and come forth. 

Promotion. Be not concerned in managing with tkofe 
of corrupt felfilh principlei. Bjr enadmcnt and ezeci- 
tfon of good la^'Sy people of merit are brought forward 
Underftanding* with ftrid virtue, grace the teats of juE- 
cature, i Tim. ii. i> 5cc. He \(rno has been taug^ to 
pradiie obedience^ will afterwards know how to coin- 
mand. i2. 
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1 TJE that being often reproved hardeo- 
XJL cth his neck, like a Jiubbom r^fiini 
buUock^ (hall fuddenly be deftroyed by iis 9vm 
crimes, and that without remedy. 

Obflinate vice* No perfon all at once becometh one of 
^e worft* Watch the firft motions towards evili anJ 
{land in awe of heart-remonftrances» Jam. i. 139 &g 
Heb. iii. 1 3. This miakes religion eafy, J070US. Hap 
bit becomes a kind of fecond nature. To be xxvaSkBti 
with friendly admonition argues ungrateful obffinacfi 
Matth. vii 6. Lev. xix. 17. Amosiv. 6. Ifa. i. 4, 5. 

Convince thofe of their fm, Lord^ who do durt 
wrong to themfelveS) by grois negled and profane coc* 
tempt of the obligations of religion, and the means for 
becoming religious ; and who fpend that time whidi 
is confecratcd to God^ in the pradice of vice and foUyf 
Awaken their confciences by (km» aftonilbibg ertnt, or 
happy counfel, or ferious confideration ; tlut (b dKf 
may in time, before they die, be prepared for ic f 

2 When the righteous are in high authority, 
the people under thevi rejoice: but when the 
wicked beareth chief rule, the barajfed peo- 
ple bitUrly mourn. 
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jRuiert. Love and zeal for virtue are extenfively pro- 
cable. The promotion of vice is cruel to thoufonds. 
idolence itfelf difgraces great office^ and is moil inju- 
ous. An enlarged fphere of doing good is the moft 
onourable of all diftindions. R. 

\Whofo loveth thefober rules gfwifdom re- 3 
•^iccth his in/iruding father; but he that 
:eepeth company with abandoned harlots^ 
pendcthyi<7« his mo/i necejfary fubftance* 

Children. A fenfual life is adverfe to every kind of 
piritual improvement, i Pet. ii. 11. Hof. iv. 11. Mo- 
efty ingenuous youth will be advifed, FfaL cziz. 9. 
Co grieve folicitous paients is the ag^vation of all 
intendemefs. What a contrail to meetmg one another 
A heavpn, to live for ever ! Prov. iv. 5, &c. 

The king by equal judgement eftabliflieth 4 
be land, both inwardly and outwardly ; but he 
:hat * receiveth gifts, to fuccour a bad caufe^ 
>verthroweth it. 

PMcgood. Truth ought ever to be the rule of judg- i 
ne ; for eafe to the good, and to keep the bad at under. 
Di&ffedion to the chief power mufl prove fatal. Peo< 
de loft to private and public virtue are an eafy prey. 

A man that flattereth his neighbour tn er- 5 
-»r and vice^ fpreadcth in effeil^ a net for the 
Manglement of his feet. 

Flattery. To delude a poor brother is fatal cruelty. 
Few temputions are fo difficult to get the better of. 
Eloneft freedoms become wife virtuous friendfbips. 
^hen offence has brought on mifery, advifement comes 
\oo late, Prov. xxviii. 23. 

Lord God of Hoftt^ we acknowledge that we are cter- 
lally undone without thy pardon, and that we cannot 
BTithout fpecial affurance pretend to it ; for thou art un- 
der no fuch obligations to offenders againft thee as to 

* Or^ defplfeth the latiff. H. 
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give them a time and liberty ttf rqyent. Neverdiekis i 
vre do not del'paii of thy mercy, O good God, fince thou 
daft permit as to live after our iin, in a. ftate of proba- i 
titm ; and fince there can be no intereii: of thee fcrvedby 
the perdition of a iinner, which is not better fervcd bf 
his repentance and falvation. 

6 In the tranffrreffion of an evil man, there 
is a concealed fnare to entrap his (nvn peace ; but 
the fincere intelligent righteous doth fing *«• 
der experienced advantages and exceedif^ re- 
juice. 

P^irive /iniivice. No criYne dates to be leen in its owa 
proper colours, Jam. i. 13, 14. Blandiilied iharesaiff 
the mod fatal. How may the aiTurance of Gcit* hn 
enrapture the upright? Ifk. xxxii- 17. Rom. xiv. 17, i& 

Blefled be thy name, God, who» altkbugh ckoa didft 
make us no more than finite and fallible, ^liiea thoi 
madft us men ; yet haft always fuperintended over u 
by thy good fpirit, which is infinite and infallible : and 
as in every other created nature, thou haft placed s 
ftrong principle of felf-prefervation and reftitoticMii fi> 
thou naft made our nature, which is intelligent and vo- 
luntary, no lefs fufficient in fub(»diaatioQ to thee, fcr the 
prefervation and reftoration of itfelf I 

7 rhe charitable righteous confideretb vitb 
much Ui/ure and fairnefs the caufe of the rwl 
poor; but the niggardly wicked regardeth 
not by any means whatever^ toknow it thorougUj* 

The liberal, and illiieraL Kind offices, as to their w* 
lue, depend much upon their principle and manaer, 
chap, xiviii. 7. Men of (kill ought to advocate aftd 
judge for the poor, Pfal. Ixxii 4. Job xxix. 1 1, &c. Nfr 
gledt or carcleisnefs is next to taking a bribe* 

8 Profligate lcornf»il men, by their coniagem 
manners^ bring a whole city into a fnare J 
troubles \ but wife pioujly difpo/ed men turn 
zw^y forefeen caufes j/* wrath. 
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MiUiu/i mtJ paffkH. Tkc laft ftnge of wi€k€dne& is 
tft feoff at tkia^ of highcft iinpart;mce, chap. iii. 34. 
h is the rcfak of pride and felf confkience. Divilioilt 
coae of sidicuk alioTe moil thin^ clic, jum. iii 5, Ac. 
To tUnk befoxe ozie fpeaks aigiies a found ulefiil judge- 
ment. It is true patriotifui tu iupport ixfli^uav 

If SI mod^fl vidfe man conteiuktb with a 9 
bdifii man, whether he rage ^^ith ar4ger^ or 
aogh mfconii there is no reft. 

Wrath and fcormmg. Where a foundation of calm 
Bii£e 19, diere only may be hope of adxDQniiURg with 
U^ceis. The ear difcerneth not naeat, the throat di« 
cernethnot words, fb neither does a fool u^iderftand the 
iiytngs of a wilis man. Pure zeal Wes various mean* 
lyr ameadiDg. The eafy progreis of vice ought to abrra^ 
^laLL u 

. ^ht /avage Wood-thirfty hate the opp$Jing 10 
upright ; but the mild equitable juft leek the 
^em and comfort 0/his foul. 

Upri^hnefs* It IS hard when the generoufly employed 
ftftirc no iuccefs, but to be hated on that account is 
dreadful. What fome impute to rigidity is the e£Pc^ of 
pure love. The friendOiip of tlie juft is high honour. 

A weak paffionate fool uttereth all his mind, 1 1 
m the prefent irritated moment \ but a wife r^- 
fhSing man keepcth it in txWfome proper fea^- 
fan for utterance afterwards. 

Hqfte, Judgements of confequence ought ever to be 
preceded by c;um deliberation, Jam. i. 19. Self conceit 
ift ra& and provoking. Be cautions in giving charac- 
ten, chap. xiv. 33. — xvii. 27. They talk too much 
viio do not hearken to others, and decide with an air of 
Efficiency. R. 

My from want of judgement ^zr\}\tY of the people it 
hearken to whifpered lies, all his fervants/r(?»i 
thence are under great tempiation to become 
wicked. 
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Ru/ers and fervanti. Examples in high life do power- 
fully operate, Pfal. xii. 8. Jealoufy is fond of uncharit- 
able impreffions, and in common never wants fools lAo 
hatch falfehoods for ihewing their value. An hooeft 
courtier has little or no chance among iuch. Few princes 
heartruth, i Tim. ii. i, &c. 

13 The upright poor and the deceitful man 
rften meet together in the fame awful outward 
trials; the hordyfor wife ends, lighteneth «A/(!r 

fuffering, both their mental eyes. 

Poverty and deceit. Sincere weaknefs is infinitdy pre* 
ferable to abufed great gifts of the mind. The nau^e 
fruits of ignorance and cruel fraud are far too late, from 
their not ieeking and taking advice. Neither overbear 
nor be tamely fubmifllve. Our chief happinefs or ni 
fery muft be determined by the final iffiies of thingii 
Ezra ix. 8. To enjoy one's felf is more than to enjoy 
the world. 

14 The king that faithfully judgeth the cafe if 
the poor, his throne fliall be cftabliflicd /» 
the protection of heaven^ and in the cordial Im 
of his fubjeds for ever. 

King. Invariable faithfulnefs conftitutes found poKcf, 
Ex. xxiii. 2, 3. Violence under fhew of law iseititinc 
falfehood. To know and a<5V according to truth is to 
govern well ; like Gody and in his ftead. Affedlion is x 
more powerful fupport than law. 

1 5 The rod when applied with judgement^ and 
milder reproof in its feafon^ give good prM8icd 
wildoin ; but a child left to hinifelf, without 
liny fuch controul, bringeth his too indulgent mo- 
ther to mtferable (hanie. 

Chnjiifntn'nt. Infant reafon is weak and demands aid; 
a charge that requires both prudence and fortitude. 
Maintain love with due authority. Seek gradual im- 
provements. Teach children to bear with opposition. 
Humour not a peevilh whining temper. Lead them 
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arly to religious tafle, by example, inftrudlion, and weU 
Lined re])roof. How fcandalous to read one's ihame 
a their fecond felves ? 

When the wicked are multiplied tranfgref- \6 
ion of courfe increafeth : but the righteous 
5?«/ fliall fee their fall in the end. 

Puntfhment delayed. Numbers of great people in fault 
lacken the reins of authority, ver. 2. Early difcipline 
s a needful balance. Even from charity the righteous 
xiufl contribute to overtlirow the wicked. One ev3 
:oxnpanion infedts another, PfaL xzxviL 4. 

Correct thy fon in time^ and he (hall give 17 
thee xt,^ from painful future reflections; yea, he 
QiaU by eminence of virtue^ credit and ufefulnefi^ 
give raptures o/'delight unto thy foul. 

CorreSiom Wifely to educate has every chance for 
fuccefs, ver. 15. chap. xxii. 6. Give mild methods <rf 
difcipline the preference. Paffionate hafte troubles both 
child and parents. No Joy of life equals that of good 
refpedable children. Judicious parental love is a fource 
of great advantages to the Rate. R. 

Where there is no regular communicated yfi- 18 
fian of truth to human minds^ the people are es;- 
pqfed to periflb in gro/s ignorance ; but he that, 
by renewing fentimemi of virtue^ keepcth the 
law, happy is he. 

Education and knowledge. Wife affiduous teachers are 
as lights to the world, Matth. v. 15, &c. It comes 
much to the lame purpofe whether people want means 
ttt will .not regularly attend them. Wliat is neceifary 
Ihould be ofleneit inculcated. Vices not fpoken to fear 
an evil confcience, Ezek. iii. 26. Ifa. xxxix. 9, &c, Amos 
viii. 1 1 , &c. To love and thirft after practical know- 
ledge is fureto ifTue in good works and happinefs. lU 
treatment of honed freedoms leads to future negledl. 

Have compaflion, Lcrdj upon that part of mankind 
lAo are ftrangers to the go'pcl. Have compaffioniipon 
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their ruinated and fallen (late. Open their eyes and 
turn ihem from darknefs unto light, and trom the power 
of fatan unto God, that they may receive forgivenefs of 
fins, and inheritance among them which are fandified by 
faith that is in Chrift, Succour and relieve thole ubo 
have the key of knowledge withheld, even by them who 
fhould make wife unto falvation. Grant that they who 
labour in holy things, by giving themfelves entirely up 
to the ftudy of divine wifdom, may teach thy fervanls 
with all poffible advantage, for their education to eter- 
nal life. 

19 K fallen malicious fervant ^ill not/i/&w6im- 
f elf to be correfted, by the mofi clear feajmik 

words : for though he underftand, he will 
not anfwer agreeable io the convi^ion ef hit (M 
mind. 

Servants. The mod criminal of all perverfity b to 
withftand the force of undeniable evidence mildly prok 
pofed. To good equal mafters it is heinous ingratitude^ 

20 Seeft thou a man that is hafty in his ffud* 
fers and even in his words ; there is more 
hope of reclaiming '^ftmple fool, than of him. 

Hqjle. To obferve proper meafures and time in /peeci 
argues fuperior knowledge, Jam. iii. 2. Thoughtfcfr 
nefs and pride hazard opinions ralhly, and prevent bene- 
fit from others. What they once affirm or deny ibcy 
perfift in. Jam. i. 27. Bittemefs and hafte makes the 
lovers of peace to tremble, Jam. iii. I5,&;c. Prov.xxvLi2. 
— xxvii. 22. 

2 1 He that too delicately bringeth up his fer- 
vant from a child, fliall have him become 

free and familiar as his fon at the length. 

Servants, Some bafe natures cannot brook a repeti- 
tion of kindnefles, but grow infolent. A mafter ought 
neither to be over fevere nor over indulgent. Flatter 
not weak inferiors nor bribe them ; elfe unreafonabk 
demands may be looked for. Overbearing airs and as* 
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rers froin fervants are infuffcrable. Let advancements 
! gradual, Eccl. x, &c. i Kings xvi. 9, &c. 

A quick angry man ftirreth up means of 22 
rife^ and a furious man in his wrath abound- 
th in dreadful tranfgrcffion. 

Jickfle anrl mge. The virtue of fclf-governmcnt obfcrves 
rule with all the paflions. They ought neither to be 
ladlive nor to reign. Proportion warmth and feverity 
> degrees of oiBFence. Generous difpk-afure feels grief 
>r the offender. Be flow to take offence and a<5l with 
autkin. Pride, the fm of hell, is parent to wrath. 

A nan's pride of heart (hall bring him low 23 
^f provoking great numbers ; but fure lajting 
lonour (hall uphold the conciliating humble 
n fpirit. 

IIufmBiy and pride. They who are full of conceit are 
lot to be fatisfied with lefpcdl. They deprefs others 
» rife upon them, and ftir up revenge. God is their 
aicinf* Obad. i. 4. Efteem and love wait on the 
itunhle. 

Whofo IS partner with a thief hateth in 24 
ffflsSl the quiet ofhh own foul ; he hcarethyw- 
aicial^ curfing/(?r difcovery^ and bewrayeth 
it not. 

TUeving and perjury » Not to prevent or difcover frau- 
dulent evil is to fupport the tranfgreffor. Above all, 
receiving and concealing ftolen goods, Pfal. 1. 16, &c. 
When judicially fworn, or adjured to fpeak the truth, 
wt cannot vary without perjuring ourfelves, Lev. xv. i. 
Zech. V. 3, 4. Mai. iii. 5. To the beft an oath is 
awful, Jer. iv. 2. 

The fear of difpleaftng man bringeth often 25 
into ^ijinful fnare, with punijhment ; but whofo 

* Perjury^ not theft ^ waspunl/hed by law of Mofet* 
Z 2 
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w the face 9/ danger doth good^ and putteth bis 
truft in the Ldrd, fhall be fafe. 

Ffar tf motif and tru/l in God. Dreading to o£fend 
oibcrs is the temptation of a delicate mind. Men of 
confcience ate fecretly venemtedb God liipports and in 
time will clear them. Heaven is a balance to ereiy 
private lofs. 

We truft in thee, the jllmighty and roar Irotng God^ that 
the goodnefs for which thou art glorified pf all ^ill nn- 
doubtably aflift, fo as to accomplifh the work of onrre- 
ftitution, in dependence on thee, and fiibfervienc7lirtk& 
We do not eipeA fuccefi in ihh undertakings iiilkbat 
riiy helpv or without our own endeavours ; 1intlhe'to&- 
jundion of both, we are fure, is fuficicnt tor all thenedk 
of men» and for all thy gracieus deHgnir coaccnui^^ 
in this ftate of probation and recovery. 

26 , Many feek the ruler's favour^ wbUe ikj 
jfcruple nai often bad meam ^ but eyfexy d^it^ 
jodgement wiiA th^ rejuif ^ ii comctKt 'i^ 
the werrtUing Lord. 

Promotion. To be advanced and enriched iff » 6r8 
way are dreadful purchafes ; and often a fource cf the 
moft painful lafting uneafinefs. 

Convince us» Q moft great and hlefed Lord God^ tbattlon 
knoweft much better what is fit for us, than we canbov 
what is fit for ourfelves ; that under the power of to 
tonvi<fHon, we may in all our requefts refign our viBto 
'thy will ; defiring that thou wouldft give us thcfetUa^ 
•which are good for us» though we aik them not at aS) 
. and that thou wouldft not give us thofe thines whidi 
are not good for us, though we afk them never To oftea. 

o,y An unjuft man is an abomination to the 
fcrupuloujly juft : and he that is thus upright 
in the way of his behaviour^ is afttmlar^ tboufh 
caufelefsy abomination to the incorrigible wic- 
ked. 

Upnghtnefs and Injujlke. A good man is a perpetual 
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aiding to the finner. Their aims and courfes are 
Illy Gppofitet John xri. i8» 19. Gen.iii, 15. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

■^HE words of Agur the fon of Jakeh, i 

even the words of ufeful • prophecy, 
fame fn/pired-f man fpake unto Ithiel, even 

Ithiel and Ucal. 

'eacbers. They prophecy or fpeak before people 

teach facred things. The weight of matters may 

•ly, in certain cafes, our ignorance of a fpealcer. We 

Id then depend upon the teftimonies of thoie who 

1 nigh to their times. 

le/Ted be thou, Gody who by the dignity of our 
g, haSk exalted us to the condition and (late of thofe 
are made to know and ferve, to refemble and en* 
chee. 

lurcly, after fo many advantages^ it would be^ a 
t me tofayy i am more J brutifli than al- 
Tany man, and 7 have not even the under- 
iding of a common man. I neither lei&rned 3 
dom equal to the § hopes of others^ nor have 
le knowledge of the || holy. 

>iffidenee. The firft point of wifdom is a deep fenfe 
gnorance. They who have been moft improved 
V little, and have faid fo.' To be ftyled a lover of 
lorn is more modeil and eac|eairing than to be ftykd 
Divine principles are the linoil benefiiciaL 

Load^ or hurden. f Oryji^i, H* % Or^ leqfi kam' 
H. f Noryt$of^^c. H. • I Or.bolyil^s. H. 

Z3 
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« Notwithftanding the various maxrifeftations otxhjUt 
to us, mqfi hlfjfsd God^ who were created tor tlMCy w 
have lived as without thee, in the world ; and not tekea 
fuch notice of thy providence and government, as be- 
came natures intelligent and rational. Through the 
fhameful abufc of our faculties, they have been rendend 
defedlive, bowed down to the earth, and alienated from 
that divine contemplation and conununion, for which 
they were fitted anddefigned. 

\ Who hath yet afccnded up into beaven, 

for britigir.g perfed difcoveries /^om thaue^ or 
deCccnded to the deep^Jor knowing ivhat is tben ? 
Who hath gathered the winds as in hisfifts, 
to return and Ut them out at bis pleafure ? Who 
^Ath bound the ocean waters with its anunini 

fuppli£s^ in fi>ores like a gar merit ? Who hath 
cliabliihcd all the ends of theeartb^/rir/^ 

fcijt? VVliat is his name, and what is his ion's 
jTiame, if thou canft tell ? U admit one who knii 

prfucb dif cover ies tojhare in thofe delights. 

■ /ffi6'9Lfit'(i}^e of God end hit workr. If fnch fxnatt pails 
< f the creation exceed our ccmprehenfion, how nndi 
more the whole with its infinite original ? Job xxxtui. i, 
&c. Urus curious refearches are very beconiirgiand 
lead to humble thoughts. Cod is eifentially pielcol 
every vhere, Plal. cxxxix. i, &c. Poetical licences ait 
Ibmctimes very beautiful; Pial. civ. 3. Job zxx?iii. ^ 
l£i. xl. 12. Amos ix. 6. Myfteries of nature grow 
upon the inquifitive mind. All the viable wondeis 
cf nature are faint images of divine greatnefs. R» 
No one can know Gody but he who feeks to refemble 
him JR. 

Mojl hkjfed and glorious Lord God^ who dWclkA in tfait 
light into which no mortal eye can api]proach ; whom 
no man hath feen nor can fee : we thy creatures, wbo 
live fax remote from the throne of thy glory, adore and 
"celebrate thee, who art vifible only to our faith, and vho 
inarlifeits tliyi'elf unto tts by the works of thy h^tnds; tdro 
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uft made the eairth by tkj power, and eftabliAed the 
poild by thy wiidom, and haft Wretched out the he>- 
reas- by thy underlbrndiBg. We praife and maiamij xhf 
Ijoodnefif who baft ia no age of the ^orld left thyieif 
iriditnit witneis and demonib-ation of thy being among 
dbe ck^dren of men. Prerent, Lord^ by thefe difco- 
Feries» oar becoming vain and crroneousy m our appre* 
beafions of thee ; that we VDr^kj not change the truth of 
Qfod into a lie. 

One thing for certain Iknow^ that every word 5 
of God is ^Mx^fromfalfelxood ; he is, andjhculd 
he depended upon as ^prote^ing fhiela unto them 
that, agreeable to order ^ dofiy to put their truft 
in him. 

Trujt in God. Things adapted to prafl-ice have much 
cleamefs in them. The laws of fovcreign divine wii^dom 
lead to true perfefHon and happinefs, PioL xii. 6.-^lxxxiv. 
II, 12. I Kings. viiL 24. 

We praife and magnify thy name, Lord^ who haft 
made us to be hiippy, by communion with thee, and by 
the enjoyment of thee ; and who haft given us all pro- 
fgx means, and fpecial advantages for fuck knowiedge 
9ad resemblances of thy perfedlicn, as arc neceflary and 
vieful for aceompliihing thy moft gracious defign in the 
creation of us ! 

Add thou not unto his written revealed 6 
words, left he reprove thee by fore judicial 
Jiripesj^ and thou be found out a notorious Han 

Word of God. Impofition and evil defign are feldom 
ieparated from adding to God's word. Such an im- 
piety is a charge upon divme wifdom and love, Deut. 
xiii. I. Matth. vii. 15, &c. Effential fcripture articles 
are brought to a level with the meaneft capacities; We 
caxmot be too fufpicious of refinements derogatory to a 
good Kfe, Matth. r. 17, &c# Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 

Mertrftd Father^ who haft made us to diftinguifh by 
our higher faculties between moral good and evil, may we 
always perceive the great rcalbn and aeceiiity there is 
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(br fuch »s we are^ to choofe the good^.and refofe 
the evil. We adore tliee in particular^ mtfi holy LwiGvi^ 
for that thou who didft,at fundry times^and in divers man- 
ners. fpeak unto the fathers by the prophets, and untD 
them by angels, haft in the laft period of time, fpoken un- 
to us, by thy Ton Jefut Chr^fZnd that God is nowmani&ft- 
ed in the flelk. Make us thoroughly fenftble of the di- 
vine glory that there is in holinefs, and righteoufndiy 
the rdigion of men, by the difcovery made in the life of 
Chrj/lp that God himfelf lives by thofe meafures ; and 
cTwns the law, and accounts holinefs to be his glflvy. 
Refcue thy divine religion from thofe corruptions wiiidi 
have been any where introduced upon it, by lengdi of 
time, and by decay of piety, and by the defigns of widud 
and unreafonable men ! 

7 Two things have I earne/lly required of 
thee, my God^ deny me them not before I 

8 die. Remove far from me tAepnde of V2,nitj 
and the artifice of lies ; give me neither 
the one hand an extreme poverty, nor yet on tbe 
other fuper abundant riches, but feed me with 
an allowance of food * convenient for mc. 

9 Left I be full by means of wealthy and deny thcc 
in my praRice^ and fay, to the cowvidlion tf d 
around^ Who is the Lord, whom I ou^bt to 
worfhip? or left I be poor, and tempted to ftcd, 
and,/^r efcaping the punijhments of human jujlla^ 
take the name of my great God in vaiii,/0 oi 
horribly toforfwear. 

Pride^ lyings extreme wealth and poverty » Prayer doth 
naturally arife out of a fenfe of need. Spiritual concerns 
fhould have our principal regard, Matth. vi. 9, &c. 
What leads with greateR eafe and advantage to endlefs 
life, infinite wifdom iilone can judge of. Men of refledion 
and feriouihd's arc moft jealous of their own infirmities* 

* Compare Le^o* v. i» Ex 9cx. 7 
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Fly from danger, and pray for grace to avoid it. Lj- 
ng even to men is deteftably mean. Mouth, face and 
leart onght ever to accord. A fbbcr humble reafoning 
vith Godf m prayer, is ufefuUy imprcflive. Negle«5l of 
devout acknowledgements is pra<5tical denial. A quiet 
ordinary way of life is the Hifei^. How many- in high 
life are chargeable with denying God in pra^flice ? Sore 
anvd long continued flmits often Icaci to bad meafuresfor 
relief. An oath is the great bond of fociety ; and to tam- 
per with it is to feal our own damnation, Zech. v. 5, ice. 
We would confide and acquiefce, Lwd^ in thy wiA 
dom and goodnefs, who ordereft all the events of thinn 
iftidfts|te& of men ; and we acknowledge that it is toe 
far»«im! of the whole world, that tbeu art (be govemof 
of itf (wee nothing but what i& good can froceed from 
diee, and wfaitever evil can proceed from others, is fub- 
jedt to the check and coatrout of thee» iriio ast tibe beft 
and greateft being. 

Accufe not wantonly a (ervan t unto hb maf- 1 o 
icTy left he curfc thee for /^ great an injury^ and 
thou fa/l under vengeance^ as one wl^ will be 
foiuid • guilty ef cruel lying. 

SirwmtM. Slight &ults or fcrimp evidence, fhould 
flop an officious accuier's mouth. It is murder without 
provocation to meddle between near relatives. Some 
people's credit is their living. A falfe accufer when 
found out is judly hated. Itfelf a fad curfe, PiaL ziv. 
6^ 7. Jam. ii. 13. — ^v. 3. EccL iv. a. 

There is a f generation of mankind that 1 1 
curfeth in efed their father, and doth not 
blefs by good behaviour their tender anxious mo- 
ther. 1 here is a generation ^;»/7;7i&/W that 12 
arc ^urt from whatever is culpable^ in their own 
eyes, and yet is not at all wafhed from their 
batejul polluting filthinefs. There is a genera- 13 
tion of mankind^ O how lofty from pride are 

* Compare chap, v, I Of II. E^. vs. 6. f Or^ race. H. 
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their bcdily eyes! and their eye-lids as ik] 
walk are lifted up with contempt upon others. 

14 There is a generation of mankind^ whofe teeth 
are as fwords io tear and de/ircy^ and their jaw- 
teeth as Jharp'Cuttinf knives, to devour the 
unable poor from off the earth, and the wfi 
needy from among their fellow-men. 

Companions. It is of the utmoft confequencc to be 
dire<5Ved in choice of familiars. The word of all wkked 
people are the ungrateful to near and dear bene&don. 
Self deceit cannot endure to be fet right, and mA 
perifh. Devout afFedtation leads to this. Incirilitf 
is a fure fymptom of pride, Ifa. Ixv. 5. Luke xviiL 9,ftc. 
Specious tmpofers do moft hurt. To add mKaj tD 
wretchednef s is truly dreadful, Jude ii. 

1 5 The horfe-leach * hath two infatiable daugh- 
ters, crying with ajftduous vehemence^ Give, 
give. There are three things that arc never 
to be fatisfied in time., yea, four things fay not, 

16 It is enough. The grave; and the barren f 
womb; xhi^ parched earth that is not filled 
with r^/w-water ; and the unquenchable &re 
that faith not more than the former ^ It is jwVl? 
enough. 

The grave and harrennefs. Inftrudlions taken from 
fcnfible objedls ftrike ftrong, and are well remembered. 
Shortnefs adds to power and beauty. Covetoufhefs and 
prodigality have a fimilar third and voracioufnefs. Bf 
having only one objed they are able to outwit. Impa- 
tience to rife in rank is a third infatiable appetite, Efth. 
V. 1 1, Sec. Inclinations for children fometimes increafc 
with the improbability of being gratified. Gen. xxx. i. 
Prov. xvi. 3. 

* Or, as the progeny ofy ^c. H. f Some^ the gier-eagk 
Lev. iu 1 8. Deut. xiv. 17. Or, vulture. H. 
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The eye * that mocketh at his advijing fa- 17 
her, and defpifeth to obey the gentle orders of 
lis mother, the ravens of the valley, rather 
ban leave, him unpunijhed^ fhall bv fent forth to 
pick it out, and the young f eagles ihall be 
illawed to eat it wholly up. 

Children. How varied are the reprefentations of hor- 
id unnatural crimes, in this facred book, and how full 
3f argument ? Movements of the heart do inftantly affedk 
the eye. What is out of the reach of human law is the 
more • obnoxious to divine difpleafure. Sooner 01 later 
difdbedient children may expert revenge. Stoning was 
that of the Mofaic Law ; and bodies unburied might be 
picked and eat literally. 

There be three things which are too \ won- 1 8 
derful for me to comprehend^ yea, four things 
which I know not clearly. The way of an 19 
pSig\c/oaring high in the air, the way of a fer. 
pent which glides upon § a rock, the way of 
a ihip in the midd of the tempejiuous fea, and 
the way of a man who propagates with a maid. 
%xix\itoov&x\it,fecret€d way of an adulterous 2e 
woman ; flie eateth, fo to f peak what is forbid'^ 
den^ and wipeth her moxx^h for concealment^ and 
faith, as though modeli^ I have done no wicked- 
neis you can blame me for. 

Natural myfieries. See laft notes. Thofe fkilled in the 
9its of diflimulation leave as few truces as may be, for 
finding out guilt. 

* ji tafiefor the fuhlime in compqfition mufi deVtght in the 
hold eqfiem manner, \ Oryfons of the eagle* J Wonderful 
it the eagles dijlant rapid flight by apparent weak means ; the 
fukk ferpenfs windings and turnings upon hard flippery 
rock ; the command of a large loaded viffely in the heart of 
huge waves, by a fmaU helm ; the endearments between the 
fexeSf and how thefe produce. § Or rather , up a rock, H. 
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fti For three things the earth is peculiarly dif- 
quieted, and for four which it cannot vd 

2 2 bear. For a bafe fcrvant, when by artifice^ he 
rcigneth over gretit numbers ^ and a rapng fbd 

aj when he is filled with delicate meat. For as 

odious peevifh woman when flic is nrarried ft 

ene who loves peace ^ and an hand-maid that hi 

fupplanting is made unexpected heir to her j^i 

miilrefs. 

Promotions hurtfuL Abufe of tnift to undue fitedoms, 
in mailers, gives command in the end, to vile afiommg 
inferiors, chap. zix. lo. Weak, hot-headed people st 
infu£erable companions. Guard againft wh^ inftnnes 
blood and paflion. The lefs retrained in freedoms that 
married people are, the more they become hateful The 
fudJeiily elevated are the moft extravagant. A vife 
choice among equals, and at a proper fealbn of Iife,isoDe 
of the moft probable means of happhieis. 

34 There be four things, of the animal kind, 
which are of \iii\e Jrze upon the earth, but 

25 they are nevertbeiefs exceeding wife. The 
ants are a people not llrong, yet ihey ^ 
duQufly prepare their meat ^ in x\\^ fair &fl'- 

26 vr.ti feafofu Thef conies alfozit but a feeble 
folk, yet, as confaous ofthis^ make they their 

27 houfes in the holes under rocks, 'i'hc ioctiits 
have no dijcernabie king, yet go they forth, all 

28 of them, as for battle, by bands. The Ipider 
taketh hold wiih her Jcebie hand**, and is, 

from tLt fintrufs of what fhe weaves^ to be fuund 
fomtiimes even in king's palaces. 

Jn/tinfi, Bmte hiprudors. Prudence, by fit means, 
doth execute what ib buthfafe and honourable, chap, viil 

* Or, lay up their fvod. \ Or^ momUain'mice* 
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. The lead and meanneft ofthe br«£&^reani|s may 
ich good ftudents. Their inftinfts are regttSu*, 'iafe ' ' 
d comfortable ; yet do too often cfcape us. When 
jans of fupport are plentiful, then is the time to provide. 
) be idle is to be unnaturally cruel, i Tim. v. 8. Cau- 
n makes up for want of ilren^th. What is irhpotent, 
ing alone, becometh powerful in bands, £x. x. 4. 
xl. ir. 9, &c. Confiderations of a doubtful kind can- 
t vindicate dividing, Pfal. cxxxiii. i, &c. Watchful- 
fs and induftry will get the better of great difficulties, 
pplication fupplies the want of genius. The beauties 
the univerfe prepare the mind for the dodlrines of reli« 

Lordf teach us fo to number our days, as to apply our 
arts to wifdom and religion, by which alone we can he- 
me capable of that mercy which is neceffary to eternal 
vation ; and fuflFer us not to lofe one day, or one hour 
)re. But grant that we may redeem our remaining 
le, becaufe our pad have been evil ; and by the ut- 
)ft diligence, and the mod prudent conduct in this 
sateft affair of eternity, lay up a good foundation of 
igious improvement of ourfelves againli time (hall be 
more. 

There be three things which go well in dig' 29 
fy, yea, four are comely in their majejiic m$^ 
9^ Agoing. A lion, which is ftrongeft^^/^w 30 
c\ong wild beads, and turneth not away in 
f anger^ for any. A grey-hound * at full 31 
^d^ an f he-goat alfo, as he fets out with his 
rd ; and a ^^^'uf^king, againft whom there 
no rifing up with fuccefs. 

Beauties natural. Certain appearances denote fortitude 
d gcncrofity. The horfe, as well as the grey-hound 
fwamp, Job xxxix. 19, &c. Leaders who claim 
^-eminence fhould be above timidity. An affedlionate 
nee will ever be fupported ; being bold as a lion, ready 
redrefs the injured, wife and adtive. 

. * The cock^JIrong in loins, H, f Or, ram, 
A a 
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32 If thou Iiaft done foolifhly in lifting uq 
thyfelf, while in anger ^ to mole^^ or if thou haft 

fo much as thought to perpetrate evil, lay thi&c 
hand withom a moment*! befitation upon thy 

33 mouth for folemn inward worjhip. btand 
awe of offending ; for furcly as the cburniii| 
of imWL'Cream bringeth forth butter, 
the wringing of the nofe bringeth forthblood; 
fo the forcing of wrath, by execution of wcM 
deftgns^ bringeth forth ruinous ftrife. 

Ofinct and riftitutum* Think of cox^equences m emy 
cafcy efpectally rebellious ones. Thoughu of vice 
&oiild be inftantly reprefled. Vent them not to otlos. 
Revere Af mighty God^ £ccl. viii. 3 •— x. zo» Malice b- 
creafeth with fpeaking of lies. 

We truft in thee» who art the original of wr lekq^ and 
the Suvkur of (inners, that nothing which is nece&y 
to that falvation, and the bringing us to a Vk&A im- 
nioitality, (liall be vranting in thee, who art good onto 
all, beyond the defires and acknow^ledgements of thf 
rveatures. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

^T^HE important words of King f Lemuel, 
X the rich comprehenjive \ prophecy that 
his excellent mother taught him. 

Inflruaion, Divine fayings fhould have great autho- 
r'ty, 1 Cor. ii. 11. 2 Pet. i. 2C. 

* Somiy fo he that aggra^yateth wrath voillcaufe blocd/bed; 
and he nvho provoketh pajfioriy mlfchief, H* "j* Of^ or fof 
God, Compare l Kings </• 15, 22. % ^O ^«''^«- 
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/"hat, my dear fon, Jhall I urge to enfure vir^ z 
md happinefs ? And what, the fon of my * 
lb ? And what, the fon of my ardent 

tT', with vows? 

•mpjl addrefs. Children are bred and carried about 
r many I'uffcrings, What we receive by prayer 
d he returned witli thankfgiving, and vows of cbe- 
e to heaven* 

ivc not thy ftrength and fub fiance in youlh^ 3 
) l^d women, nor thy ways of irregular 
:bment^ to that which deftroyeth kings 0/ 
mce them/elves. 

pure tiving. Nothing hurts health, credit and fbr- 
fo much as a fenfual courfe. It is the death of 
)cneficial affection, Hof. iv. 11. Prorv. v. 7, A:c. 

is not for kings, wbofe employments are va- 4 
', delicate and extenjive^ O Lemuel, it is not 
kfngs to drink wine greedily^ nor for 
CCS but a little beneath ihem^ ftrong drink 
ny kind. Left they drink to intoxication^ 5 
forget the fupport of Jaw, agreeable to office^ 
pervert the judgement 01 right to any of 
affli^ed. 

ibrs andfobrtity. To dofc away life, or to be given 
•t, are peculiarly inimical to great trufts ; and dan« 
18 example to inferiors. OmiiHon of duty is bad ; 
>ppo(ing it ftill worfe. One vice is no apology for 
ler, or even alleviation. A habit of drunkenneis 
to numberlefs cruel ills, £ccL x. 16, 17. 

ive ftrong drink, as a medicine^ unto him 6 
is ready (0 perifli, and wine, in fuitable 

"ure^ unto thofe that be of heavy hearts, 
him drink to the length of cheering^ and 7 

* To diflingutfh from adoption 9r law. 
A a 2 
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forget his poverty, and through itm 
continued regimen^ remember his mifi 
more. 

Drink how fo u/e. TTie guilt of drinking li< 
eTcefs, or unfeafonablenefs thereof; both U! 
Keep reafon awake and clofe enthroned, for whai 
juil and charitable. Padions and appetites h: 
N ufe but muft be .governed. Cordials are f< 
nefs, difeafe and age, which loathe at comm 
Medicines fhould be dropped as foon as pofUbley 
come to demand too much. 

8 Open thy mouth for defence ofx}^t 
and likewife in, defending the caufe of j 
as arc initjuitoujfy appointed to deftr 

9 Open thy mouth cheerfully and ivide^ 
righteoufly in favour of each ^ and pica 
earnelinefs the caufe of the poor and m 

Compqjjionate beneficence. Vices prejudicial 
ought anxioufly to be guarded againft. Generoi 
yet more becoming. Want of refolution at 
want of juftice. Tht more calamitous any ft 
requires the more hafte and dih'gence to relicv< 
xxii. 21, &c. Job zxix. 1 1, &c. 

10 Who can find a * diligent virtuoi 
man ? f For her price is far above e 
folifhed rubies. 

A good wrfe. Choice of friends is a delicat 
Fortune, wit and beauty bring no adequate rcli< 
meftic wanss. A mairied ftate, under wife d 
has many advantages An irregular life is mei 
ted freedom. Be cool and advifeable by exp( 
age. Nature and cuftom give to one fex the f 

* This pratfe of a good ivife^ to the end of the Ci 
written agreeable to the order of the Hebrew Alpha^ 
Pfalms cxix, cxh. f There may be much poetical Ik 
as to expreffion and order » 
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addrefs. Moderate expe^ftation and mutual fbr« 
;, le'«id to conjugal happinefs. Virtue declines 
h beauty, wealth and form. Pure love is a great 
atite to this R. Modeftf heightens charms of 
i beaiuy. R. Purely to love di£Fufes a fecret 
Dugh every adlion. /?. 

* heart of her hufblnd doth fafely tfuft* 1 1 

• management^ fo that he fllall have no 

of unlawful fpotl for fubjijience. 

^jUc economy. Truth and regular affe^ion enfure 
. To make light of perjuf y and injuflice is the 
imation of guilt. Secrecy and domeftic prudence 
at qualities for mutual eafe and freedom. Un- 
lofTes fhould be expe<5^ed, prepared for. Modera* 
tafte and wife economy enrich with content- 
Live agreeable to reafbn ; and not whim, cut 
paflTion. 

; will do him much plea/ant profitabte I2 
in return^ * and not wilful evil of any 
all the days of her life, 

rlage happinefs. Female foothing meafures ihould 
Tevere labours without doors. Alleviate misfor- 
' kind looks and gentle words. Marriage friend- 
ould increafe with years. The very weakeft, if 
rft, are capable of good by fits. Reafon and 
•e are Hill the fame. 

! fceketh to pufchafe wool and flax, with c 3 
erplus of houfehold maintenance^ and work- 
illingly up both materials with her hands. 

ik tndtiftry. Some kinds of labour fuit all condi- 
, if it were only by way of example. This makes 
a real enjoyment. Houfehold clothing and fur- 
ire fit obje(!ls of a good wife's regard, chapw xxi. 
'here is an order in every bufinefs requifite to fuc- 
id fave time. What is moft needed ought ever 

♦ See Deut, xxxii 6. H 
A a 3 
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to have the place of mere (how. Idlenefs is pecubutf 
blameablcy among thofe of middle or low rank. 

14 She is for profita^Iene/j J like the merchant's 
Ihips, (he bringethy ^ nieam of home4nduftrji 
her more delicate food from- afar. 

Female mdu/hj. Foreign trade admits of few ddays. 
No furmountable difficulties ought to difcourage. Whit 
is rare Simulates diligence. To give is the privikge of 

wealtli. 

1 5 She rifeth alfo, Mpon occaftons^ while it \% 
yet night, and giveth out meat to her kouie- 
hold fervants^ who mull wotk abroad at dsj' 
breaks and a portion * in like manner^ to her 
maidens within doors. 

Female Indujlry. A good wife*s prefence is ncceffarj 
to aflign taiks with cleamefs, and proportion to abflity. 
The n:oft upright fhould neither be tempted with too 
much power nor ftraitened, Col. iv. i. i Tim. v. 8. 
Order, fpeed and feafon tend to enrich. 

16 She attentively confidereth ibe 'value ef z 
field, and buyeth it; with the fruit of her 
indujirious hands fhe planteth a vineyard after' 
'ivards. 

Female indujlry. Prudent managing feldom fa\U ot 
great fuccefs. Application fhould keep pace vith the 
widening of our fphcre. Means of ufefulnefs and health 
often go together. 

17 She girdeth the upper loofe flowing garment 
to her loins with new exertions ^f ftrength,and 
ftrengtheneth her arms likewife for diligent 

18 work. She perceiveth that htr former mtx* 
chandife is good to numbtrs more needful than 
her own : her candle therefore goeth not out 



♦ Ortajhy Ex.v. 14. II. 
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for any length of time hy night. She layeth 19 
even then her examplarj hands to the fpindle, 
and her hands hold the diftaff to which it is 
appended. 

Female induflry. To be ready for fervice renders exe- 
CBtion eafyy John xiii. 4. So do watchfulnefs and dilU 

fence. A clear proof of fuccefs animates. What may 
e well fpared from fleep is good gain ; and a lengthen- 
ing of natural life. 

She • ftrctcheth out her hand to the relief ao 
efipoor people ; yea, (he reacheth forth her wide 
dijieruied hands tofupply^ as much as pojfible^ the 
Tittdy from want of healthy meat and cordials. 

Economy and beneficence* Generous alms fandify iiib- 
ftance. As open to fuccefsful work, they ihould never 
be ftiut to a<5ls of liberal love, Eph. iv. 28. Mere 
worldly prudence is mean, covetous, abominable. A 
pitying heart enlarges charitable communications, Deut. 
XV. 7, &c It takes noble relieving thought even about 
diftant calamities. Frugality, diligence and almfgiving 
arc the heft of all houfe-eftabliihments. To be hofpita* 
1>le confirms authority and gains good wilL R. 

She is not afraid of the winter^ fnbw, for 21 
all her moji immediate houfehold : for all her 
honfehold are not only clothed to the full^ but 
with rich warming \ fcarlct itfelf 

Female tnduftry. Confult ability for giving and wifely 
proportion, Pfal. cxii. 5. Forget not in the heat of 
fummer that winter cometh on. Each feafon of the 
year has important advantages. Forecaft requiies judge- 
ment as well as inclination to work. 

She maketh herfelf,/?r^w^;w^;?/, coverings 22 

* Sfntimcnts n)ariouJly fet forth ^ touch different inclinations^ 
felons and hiierejli. f Or, cold, H. % Or^ are clothed 
Huith doulle garments^ Ex, ;cxii. 4. H. See ver, 15, 
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oi beautified tapeftry, her ewn perfonal cloth- 
ing is of fine "^ filk and purple, /tt/'/a^i^ /^ A^r 
high rank* 

Domejilc conveniences. What confumes not too much 
thought and time may be laid out for ornament, to (fif- 
tinguidi and put in mind of duties. Only remember in- 
come and charitable claims. Inftni^ve hiftOrical draw- 
ings are valuable furniture. Clothing is providentiall/ 
fuited to climate. 

^3 Her hufband is eajily known from his drefs^ 
and refpcBed^ in the gates, when he fittctttj 
anriong the numerous ivealihy elders of the 
land. 

Domejltc conveniences. Marks of female induftry arc 
highly creditable to a beloved hufband. Inferiors there- 
by are much affe<fled. 

24 She makcth line linen, more than a family 
can ufe, and felleth it out to others^ and dch- 
vereth curious netted girdles unto the exporting 
merchant. 

Female induftry. Appetite become dull, by ficknefs or 
age, needs a "whet from the importation of things ^t 
are rare. 

25 What contributes to ftrength and hono\Jt 
are htt prefent clothing, and with all the ex- 
pences which thefe require^ (he fhall continue to 
rejoice, by an eafy affluent Jiate in time to 
come. 

Economy Mnd Mgence. Domeftic love and liberal ex- 
tenfive kindnefs arc certain means of povrerfnl credit. 
They defend and ornament like fineil bodily habits, 
I Tim. ii. 15. Titus ii. 4, 5. 

* Or, linen, H, f Prov, ix, l^, H, % Deui. 

XXV, 7. Couri o/JudUaiurcy or place of public rejort^ Frov* 
I. 21. 
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She openeth her mouth with injiruitive 26 
%^ifdom, and in her tongue, from a benevolent 
hearty is the law of incejfant kindnefs." 

Female cfoility. When beauty fades, new and ever- 
blooming charms ought to be found. R. Polite and 
uieful converfation is highly captivating. What relaxes 
mod fhould have fomething edifying in view. The 
more one purely loves, the more their company will be 
deiired. Slander, defamation and calumny are un- 
known to fuch. Their reproofs are fecret, mild, feaibn- 
abk. To treat men always with the utmoft rigour thcf 
defcnre, is brutality, and not juftice. R. 

She looketh well, injhort^ to the whole ways 27 
of her houfchold, both children and fervantSy 
and eateth not the bread of dangerous idle- 
nefi. 

ji good tuijh. The flothful muft either eat what others 
hare laboured for, without their own confcnt ; or elfe 
b^ more injurious. An idler is intolerable to a good 
mafter or miftrefs, i Tim. v. 13, 14. 2 ThefT. iii 1 19 &c. 
Yet do they mildly reprove. 

Her grateful children arife up, under fo flrik- 28 
ing an example^ and call her eminently blefled ; 
her hufband alfo, and he praifeth her in juji 
warm terms. Many daughters y^r encouraging 29 
the honourable liate^ are his words^ have done 
virtuoufly no doubt ^ but in the pojfejfion of what 
is mqft valuable^ thou, my long, dear^ wedded 
companion^ excelled them all. Remember ye 30 
the experience of advanced life, and let what fol- 
lows dwell in your hearts. Favour obtained by ei- 
ther gracefulnefs of perfon, rank or wealth, is 
deceitful, and ht^M'V^ of looks is equally vain, as to 
true lafiing enjoyment \ but a woman that feareth 
the Lord at hearty and ever ads as before him, 
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3 1 flit! fliall be praifed to the laji. Give her onlj 
of the ju/i charitable fruit of her indujirious 
hands, and/«? let her own ufeful works praifc 
her in the gates, where nobles^ judges and magif- 
irates oftene/i meet. 

Pratfe of femaU excellence. Tender love with prudent 
authority extort commendation. Honeft fervour is 
hardly to be kept >Vithin bounds. The firoplicity of 
praile is much preferable to pailcgyric ftrains. To be 
fatisfied upon a general review is the utmoft trc dnght 
tor feek. SenfuaJignorance ought nt/t to judge. Frfieft 
flowers fade quicieft. PrinetpTe is utirf^rm. Virtocmf 
luftre brightens with years^ al^d lives atfter death. To 
deny commendation to faithful, pious, charitable deeds 
is horrible ingratitude* Pleafures ought not to lofe 
thdr relifli> wn«fl th^y become lawful. R. Marriage- 
union, diminishes the pains of life, and augments itf 
ploafures» by ihariflg them* R* Here fouls become ac- 
quainted ; btit abovei in tbe element of love, their union 
it confummafed. Pure love is immortal. Rn T^Otf 
pleafure, reaibn smd duty, all combine, to augmedt a 
virtuous paffion* 



INDEX 



OF 



ious^ morale poHtkal ^f^d economical Suhjcds^ 
in the Book of Proverbs ; rejerrmg to Chap- 
iers and V/srfe^ in the preceding Work. 

HAPPINESS. 

In approving ourfelves to God. 
lience life, chap. xii. 24. : xi. 19. 
ieiljng of favour, x. 6. : xii. 2. 
ly, xxix. 26. : xviii. 9. 

•efervation, x. 25, 29, 30. : xi. 4, 8. : xii. 13. : xiii. 6i 
r©fpcrity, xv. 6.: xiv. 11. 
ong life, X. 27.: xii. 7.: xxix. 1%. 

In the eft ate of wickednefs. 
'ealth is accurfed, chap. x. 2, 3. : xiii. 25. : xxi. 18. : 

rv. 6. 
ikewife life, x. 25, 27. : xii. 7. : ii. 22. : xiv. 11. 
ime, X. 7. 

evotion, xv. 29. : xxviii. 9. : xv. 8, 9. : xxi. 27. 
I'll of lofs is inHi^ed, xii. 26. : x. 28. 
tin, chap. x. 28.: xiii. 9.: xi. 18.: xxvi. 10.: xii. 26.: 

X. 6. : xiii. 21. : v. 22. : xxix. 6. : xi. 5, 31. : xiii. 6 : 

jii. 33- 
eath, X. 24. : v. 23. : xi. 19. 
amnation, xiv* 32. : xv. 11.: xii. 2. : x. 29. : xix. 29. 

PRUDENCE. 

Tierein it confifteth, i v. 26, 27. 

Iiereby it is ruled, dire<fted, vi. 23.: xxx. 5.: iv. 20, 21, 

22. : vii. 2, &c. 
omprehends wifdom, viii. 12. : xiv. 8. : ix. 12. 
f great excellence, iii. 13, &c. : xvi. 16. 
rocures knowledge, xv. 14. : xviii. 15.1 xix. 2. : x. 14. : 

xiii. 16. : xiv. i8. 
aiety, ii. io> 11, 12, 13. : xv. 24. 
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Good dire^ion of adions, viii. 20. 

Of words, xvi. 23. : x. 12 : xix. 25. 

Pi ocures wealthy viii. 21. 

Honour, iii. 25. 

Life, xvi. 22. : viii. 34. : iv. 5, &c. 

Foresees and provides, xx. 24. : xxii. 3. : xxv. 

Is difcreet in anions, xiv. 1 5. : xxiv. 5. : xiv. 24 

In fpeeches, xv. 2. 2 x. 12, 3. : xv. 23. : xx. 15.: x!t. 

3.: xii. 18. : xvi. 24. 
Not ovcrwife, xxi. 16.2 xvii. 16.: xxiv. 7.: xxii. 11, 

20. : xix. 2. 
Not foolilh, or rafh, xiv. 24 : xvii. 16 : xxiv. 7. 
Nor wicked, i. 7.: xiv. 9.: xiii. 19.: xv. 21.: L jK 

xu 6. 
Nor obftinate, x. 23. : xiii. 16. : xxvii. 22. : xxvL tu: 

xxiii. 9. : i. 22, &c. 
Nor wretched, xiv. 13. : x. 13. : xxvi. 3. : x. 8, 10.; 

xiii. 20. : xxi. i6- : x. 14. : i. 32 

, JUSTICE. 

Gives to all their due, xv. 2 1. : xx. 7. : xvi. 1 7. ; lii. 22, 
To God fear, iii. 6. : xiv. 2. : i. 7. : ii. 3, 4, 5. 
Whence contentment, xv. 16. 
Hope of future blifs, xxiiL 18. ; xiv. 26. : iii. 7, 8.: xix« 

23. : xiv. 27. : xxviii. 14. : xxx. 9. 
Honour in the beft things, chap. iii. 9, 10. 
Befl times, viii. 17. 
Obedience in attending to his will, i- 33. : iv. 20, 21.; 

X. 17. ; viii. 29. 
In executing it, xxviii. 7,4. : xix. 16. 
rideiity in j)eirorniance to God, xx. 5. 
To man, xii. 22.: xxviii. 10, 20.: xxv. 19,: xvii. I3» 
In reproof, xxvii. 5, 6. : xv. 12. : xxv. J 2. 
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r 'PORSAKE my foul the tents of fin, 
JC How falfe her joys appear ! 
Noife and confufion dwell within t 
Peace is a ftranger there. 

1 Peace never fix'^d her facred throne ' 
So near the gates of hell ; 
She reigns in pious breafts alone. 
Where Heavenly virtues dwell. 

3 The men who Iceep the laws of God, 
His choiceft bleffings fhare ; 
Or, if he lifts his chaft'ning rod, 
*Tis vfth a father's care. 
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4 His mighty pow^r fliall guard the juffj 

His wifdom point their way ; 
His eye fhall watch their fleeping duft^ 
His hand revive their clay^.^ 

5 Begiirye faints, the joyful taft,» 

His praife employ your torijgtief 
And foon eternity will a^ 
A more exalted fong. 
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The beatitudes. 

1 in LfiSS^D are th^ fcranMe fonfe Aat fee 
fj Their emptinefs and poverty ;^ 
Treafures of grace to them are given. 
And crowns of joy laid up in heaven. 

2 Blefs'd are the men of breach boart. 
Who mourn for fin with inward {mart ; 
From heaven the ftreams of mercy flow, 
A healing balm for all their wo. 

3 Blefs'd are the meek who (land afar 
From rage and paflion, noife and war ;. 
God will fecure their happy date. 
And plead their caufe agaiiift the great- 

4 BlefsM are the fouls that thirft for grace^ 
Hunger and long for ri^tcoilfnefs j 
They ihall be well fupplied and fed 
With living ftreams and living bread. 

5 Blefs'd are the men whofe bowels nK>V6 
And melt witli fympalhetic love ; 
From Chrt/i the Lord fliall they obtain 
Like fympathy and love again* 

6 Blefs*d are the pure, whbfe hearts are cleaa 
From the defiling powers of fin ; 

With endlefs pleaAire they ihaU fee 
A Go^ of fp'odefs purity* 

7 Blcfs*d are the men rf peaceful life, 
Who quench the c©als tf growing ftrife ; 
They (hall be call'dtbe heirs of blifs. 
The fons of Gof/, die God of peace. 

S Blefs'd are the fufferers, wKo partake 
Of pain and (hame for J^^' £alke ; 
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Their fouls fhall triumph in the Z«r<f, 
Glory and joy are their rt?»rtu?d. 
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PRUDENCE- 

1 /^ 'Tis alovely thing to fee 
\^J A man of prudent heart, 
Whofe thoughts, and Iqxs, and Ufe ag;ree 

To a<a a mefid part. 

2 When envy, ftrife and wars begin 

In little angry fouls ; 
Mark how the fons of peace come in* 
And quench the kbdling coals. 

3 Their minds are huiiiblei, mild and meek,, 

Nor let their fury rife : 
Nor paflion moves their lips to fpeak. 
Nor pride exalts their eyes. 

4 Their lives are prudent mix'd with love t 

Good works employ their day ; 
They join the ferpenl with the dore,. 
But caft the fling away. 

5 Such was the SoMour of mankindi, 

Such pleafures he purfu'd ; 
His manners gentle and Tefiu'd* 
His foul divinely good* 



JUSTICE. 

I TV /| Y foul al^fsre th* unhappy thrcm^ 
xV X Whofe proliip*4ring weaddi iooreafe&fiS 
By fraud, bf i/^icieace andwroi]^ 
Still thriving for the tkan^^'si^iaft* . . 
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2 If high or low my ftaticm be^ 
Of noble, or ignoble namey 
By uncorrupted honefty 
Thy blefling, Lord^ I'd humbly claims 

S Ennch'd with that, no want 111 fcar» 
Thy providence fhall be my truft^ 
Thou wilt provide my portion here» 
Thou friend and guardnn of the juik 

4 O may I with fincere delight 
To all the ta£k of duty pay ; 
Tender of every focial right. 
Obedient to thy righteous fway; 

5 Such virtue thou wilt not forget 
In worlds where every virtue (bares 
A fit reward, though not of debt, 

But what thy boundlefs grace preparesr 
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E QU I T Y- 

1 f^OMEj let us fearch our ways and trjr. 

Have they been juft and right j 
Is the great rule of equity, 
Our practice and delight ? 

2 What we would have our neighbour do. 

Have we ftill done the fame ? 

And ne'er delay'd to pay his due. 

Nor injiir'd his good name I 

3 Do we rdieve the poor diftrefs'd ? 

Nor give our tongues a loofe, 
To make their names ourfcorn andjeft^ 
Nor treat them with abufe^ 



POEMS. 

4 Have we not found our envy grow. 

To hear another's praiie ? 
Nor robb'd him of his honour due> 
By fly malicious ways ? 

5 In all we fell, and all we buy. 

Is juftice our defign ? 
Do we remember Go^is nigh,. 
And fear the wrath divine ? 

6 In vain we talk of ^(fus* blood. 

And boall his name in vain, 
If we can flight the laws of God,. 
And prove unjuft to men. 
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FIDELITY. 

X T ET thofe who bear the CSfliftfam 
1 ^ Their holy vows fulfil ; 
The faints, the fpllowers of thehwkb. 
Are men of honour ftUl, 

2 True to the folemn oaths t^ey take, 

Though to their hurt they fwear ; 
Conftant and juft to all they fpeak. 
For God and angels hear* 

3 Still with their lips, their hearts agree. 

Nor flattering words devife : 
They know the God of inith can fee 
Through every falfe difguife. 

4 They hate the appearance of a Ife, 

In all At fliapes it wears ; 
Firm to the truth : and trheft they dSe 
Eteit^life is thtirs. 
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CHARITY. 

I "I) LESS'D IS the man, whofe foftenmg heart 
j3 Feels all another's pain ; 
To whom the fupplicating eye 
Was never raisM in vain. 

1 Whofe bread expands with generous warmth 
A ftranger's woes to feel ; 
And bleeds in pity o'er the wound 
He wants the power to heal. 

3 He fpreads his kind fupporting arms 

To every child of grief ; 
His fecret bounty largely flows,. 
And brings unaik'd relief* 

4 To gentle offices of love X' 

Hi§ feet arc never flow r 
He views thro* mercy's melting eye 
A brother in a foe. 

5 Peace from the bofom of his God, 

My peace to him I give ; 
And when he kneels before the throne^ 
H s trembling, foul fliall live. 



PIETY. 

r A S the good fliepherd gently leads 

jtjL His wand'ring flocks to verdant xneads^ 
Where peaceful rivers, foft and flow, 
Amidft the flbw'ry landfcapes flow. 
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2 So Godi the guardian of my foul. 
Does all my erring fteps controul ; ^ 
When loft in fm's perplexing maz^ 
He leads me back to virtue's ways. 

3 Though I fhould journey thro* the plains. 
Where death in all its horror reigns ; 
My fteadfaft heart no ill fkall fear, 

For thou, Lordy art with me there. 

4 By thee with peace and plenty blefs'dit 
My life is one continued feaft ; 

Thy ever watchful providence 
Is my fupport and my defence* 

5 O bounteous God! My future days 
Shall be devoted to thy praife ; 
And in thy houfe thy facred name 
And woodrous grace fhall be mj theme. 
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TEMPERANCE. 

1 XTTHEN in the light 6f faith divine, 

VV We look on things below, 
Honour and gold, and fenfual joy, 
How vain, and dangerous too i 

2 Honour's a puflf of noify breath ; 

Yet men expofe their blood, 
And venture everlafting death. 
To gain that airy food. 

3 Whilft others ftarve the nobler mind. 

And feed on fhining duft : 
Celeftial treafures they refign^ 
T' indulge a fordid luft. 
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4 The pleafures that allure the fe&& 

Are dangerous fnares to fouls ; 
There's but a drop of flattVineifweety 
And.dafh'd with bitter bowls. 

5 God is mine all fufficient good. 

My portion and my choice ; 

In him my vaft defires are fill'di 

And all my pow'rs rejoice. 

6 In vain the world accofts my ear* 

And tempts my heart anew ; 
I cannot buy your blifs fo dear. 
Nor part with heaven for you. 
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The CHRISTIAN RACE. 

1 JWAKE^ mj foul, ftretch ev'ry nerve, 

And prefs with vigour on ; 
A heavenly race demands thy zeal. 
And an immortal crown. 

2 A cloud of witne(res around 

Hold thee in full furvey : 
Forget the fteps already trode, 
And onward urge thy way. 

3 'Tis GoiPi all-animating voice 

Which calls thee from on high ; 
*T\s his own hand prefents the prize 
To thine afpiring eye : 

4 That prize, with peerlefs glories bright, 

Which fhall new luftre boaft. 
When vigors' wreaths, and monarchs' gems, 
Shall blend n common duft. 
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5 My foul, with facred ardour fir'd, 
The glorious prize purfue ; 
And meet with joy the high commaiMi^ 
To bid this earth adieu. 
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FORTITUDE FROM PIETY* 



I. 

1 /^ GODy by whofe all bounteous hand 
VJ Thy people ftill are fed, 

Who thro' the changing fcenes of life 
Hafl all our fathers led. 

2 To thee our humble vows we raiie. 

To thee addrefs our prayer. 
And in thy kind and faithful handy 
We leave each earthly care. 

3 If thou thro' each- perplexing pad> 

Wilt be our conftant guide ; 

If thou wilt daily bread fupply,- 

And raiment wilt provide ; 

J^. If thou wilt fpread thy fhield around^ 
Till all our dangers ceafe^ 
And grant that in thy lov'd abode 
Our fouls fhall reft in peace : 

5 To thee, our father, and our GcJ, 
We'll our whole f elves refign, 
And count that not our life alon^ 
Sot all we have is thine. 
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